The TRYAL & TRIVMPH of FAITH

By Samuel Rutherford
Question Set 4: Sermons 5 & 6

122. How does Mr. Rutherford describe the malice of the Devil?

Answer. The malice of the devil is "a natural agent, and worketh as intently and bently as he can…. it worketh mischief by nature, not by will."

123. What would Mr. Rutherford have us to note about those who come to Christ?

Answer. That all who come to Christ, have been forced through some one necessity or other; either a leprous body, blind eyes, a palsy, a bloody issue, a withered arm, or a dying son; and that some have been brought to Christ, at least, their parents or friends have come to Christ, through reason of bodily possession by the devil: but we read of none who came through reason of the devil's spiritual possessing of them, either by themselves or others.

124. What is first noted about the fact that no individual, possessed of the Devil, ever came to Christ on his own?

Answer. There is much flesh and much nature in us, and so much sense and little spirit, and little of God: a blind eye will chase thee to Christ, a soul under the prince of dark​ness will not.
125. What is noted second?

Answer. We are all body, and life, and time; but we are not all soul, and spirit, and eternity: heaven is far from being the master element in us.

126. What is noted third?

Answer. Misplaced love is much. "Ye are of your father the devil," saith Christ to the Jews, (John 8:44.) Every child loveth the father.

127. What distinction is noted whereby the hatred all men profess for the devil is distinguished from that love that all natural men bear toward their father the devil?
Answer. It is true, there is a physical hatred of the devil, as he is a spirit, an angel, and a pursui​vant of divine justice, inflicting evil of punishment on all men naturally; but there is in all men an inbred moral love of the devil, as he is a fallen spirit, tempt​ing to sin: here every prisoner loveth this keeper; like loveth like; broken men and bankrupts flee together to woods and mountains; an outlaw loveth an outlaw; fowls of a feather flock together.

128. What does Satan find as his own seed in us by nature?

Answer. Concupiscence, lusting against God's image and glory, as a child of the house of hell.

129. What prevents the natural man from seeking a remedy to his misery?

Answer. He knows not his misery. Loving his chains, he resolves the prisoner has a sweet life. He is in love with the dungeon of his sins. He has never seen his father, the devil, in the face.

130. How do we see the devil by nature?

Answer. Only under the embroideries of golden and silken temptations.

131. What is the result of our holding sense and flesh nearer and more precious to us than God?

Answer. We desire more the liberties of state, free commerce, and peace with the king, than Christ's liberties, the power and purity of the gospel, that we may negotiate with Heaven and have peace with God.

132. What is the quality of this devil?

Answer. He is an unclean devil.

133. What two things are certain about devils?

Answer. (1) Devils are black now, fallen in a smoky hell, and kept under the power and chains of darkness. Unwashed from their ugly filthiness, they can have no communion with God. (2) The devils were once pure and clean spirits, having understandings clear to see God and his beauty. But they are now darkened, being fallen.

134. What is the more increased as the grace of Christ is increased? What is not?

Answer. The clearness of saving knowledge and sound reason: solid wisdom is increased. Learning and Art are not necessarily increased, for it was in understanding that David excelled all of his ancients.

135. What do false opinions of God bring forth?

Answer. Corrupt minds, rotten minds—False opinions of God are rottenness in the understanding.

136. What is the first thing that this woman had heard of Christ?

Answer. "That Jesus was the Son of God, the Messiah of Israel, and could, and was willing to heal her daughter."

137. What two things are to be observed from this?

Answer. (1) Hearing of Christ, drew her to Christ. (2) It is good to border with Christ, and to be near-hand to him. There is a necessity that we hear of Christ, before we come to him. This is God's way: "Faith cometh by hearing." (Rom. 10.)

138. What is the second thing that this woman had heard of Christ?

Answer. A good report of Christ—The Gospel.

139. Why do many who hear the Gospel not hear?

Answer. Many do not hear, though they hear, because the Lord wakeneth not the ear, morning by morning, that they may hear as the learned. They have not "heard and learned of the Father."

140. What is another common defect in our hearing of the Gospel?

Answer. We join no reflex act to our hearing and seeing. We see and hear, but do not observe and consider what it is that we see and hear.

141. What is another defect in our hearing of Christ?

Answer. We hear of Christ as one pouring water into a bucket with a whole in it. That which is heard runs out of our vessels.

142. Using the analogy of the human ear, what three things hinder our hearing?

Answer. (1) Something extrinsical, The world and the cares of the world are other lovers and hinder our hearing. (2) Lameness in the means of hearing, as false fancies, and principals contrary to the gospel in the heart, which prevent right hearing. And (3), a distracting abundance of humours within: the noise of pride, and principles of sensuality and vain pleasures prevent men's hearing of Christ.

143. How much would a glimpse of Hell drive men to Christ?

Answer. It would not at all, for we see sparkles of the great fire of hell every day, yet neither hear nor come to Christ therefore, for if we believe not Moses and the Prophets, neither shall we believe for any sight or report of hell.

144. What serves as a practical demonstration of the fact that the power of our deafness and blindness is such that we should not believe though granted a sight of hell?

Answer. Our little affectedness "with the blood of so many thousands of our own flesh in the three kingdoms."

145. What else is to be observed from the case of this woman?

Answer. It is good to be near the place where Christ is. To be born in Sion is an honour, because there the Lord dwelleth. (Psalm 87.6.)

146. What things are contained in the woman's prayer as it is expressed by Matthew?

Answer. 1st, The manner of it: "she cried." 2nd, The compellation, or party to whom she prayeth: "O, Lord, thou Son of David." 3rd, The petition: "have mercy upon me." 4th, The reason: "for my daughter is vexed with a devil."

147. What are some reasons for crying in our prayers?

Answers. The reasons of crying are, 1st, Want cannot blush. The pinching necessity of the saints is not tied to the law of modesty…. 2nd, Though God hear prayer, only as prayer offered in Christ, not, because very fervent; yet fervour is a heavenly ingredient in prayer…. He who may teach us all to pray, sweet Jesus, "In the days of his flesh offered up prayers and supplications, with strong crying and tears," (Heb. 5:7;) he prayed with war-shouts. 3rd, And these prayers are so prevalent, that God answereth them: "This poor man cried, and the Lord heard, and saved him from all his fears." (Psalm 34:6)…. 4th, Importunity in praying, "I will not let thee go (saith Jacob to his Lord) till thou bless me." So James calleth it, (chap. 5, verse 16.) "Prayer possessed with a spirit," but a good spirit; prayer steeled with fervour of spirit…. 5th, There is violence offered to God in fer​vent prayer. (Exod. 22:10.) Moses is answered, when he is wrestling with God by prayer for the people, "Now, therefore, let me alone, that my anger may wax hot against them:" "Let me alone," is a word of putting violent hands on any.

148. What is the first objection to such praying?

Answer. How shall I pray with such fervour who am often so confounded that I cannot speak one word?

149. How is this objection answered?

Answer. "So was the servant of God, in a spiritual kind of praying, in uttering Psalm 77, when he saith, verse 4, "Thou holdest mine eyes waking; I am so troubled, that I cannot speak." Yea, groaning goeth for praying to God: "The Lord looked down from heaven, to hear the groaning of the prisoner." (Psalm 102:20.)…. Faith doth sigh prayers into heaven…. Words are but the body, the garment, the outside of prayer."

150. What is the second objection considered?

Answer. I have not so much as a voice to utter to God; and Christ saith, "Cause me hear thy voice." (Cant. 2:14.)

151. How is this answered?

Answer. Yea, but some other thing hath a voice beside the tongue: "The Lord has heard the voice of my weeping." (Psalm 6:8.)

152. What is the third objection considered?

Answer. But I am often so, as I cannot weep: weeping is peculiar to a man as laughing is, and spiritual weeping is peculiar to the renewed man.

153. How is this answered?

Answer. Vehemency of affection doth often move weep​ing, so as it is but spilt weeping that we can attain… there is often more sorrow where there is little or no weeping.

154. What is the fourth objection?

Answer. But I have neither weeping one way or other, ordinary nor marred.

155. How is this answered?

Answer. Looking up to heaven, lifting up of the eyes, goeth for prayer also in God's books. "My prayer will I direct to thee, and I will look up." (Psalm 5:3.) "Mine eyes fail with looking upward," (Psalm 69:3).

156. Why does looking up to heaven go for prayer in God's book?

Answer. Be​cause, 1st, Prayer is a pouring out of the soul to God, and faith will come out at the eye, in lieu of another door…. 2nd, I would wish no more, if I were in hell, but to send a long look up to heaven. There be many love-looks of the saints, lying up before the throne, in the bosom of Christ.

157. What is the fifth objection?

Answer. Alas! I have no eyes to look up. The publican, (Luke 18,) looked down to the earth. And what senses spiritual have I to send after Christ?

158. How is this answered?

Answer. There is life going in and out at thy nostrils. Breathing is praying, and is taken of our hand, as crying in prayer. "Thou hast heard my voice; hide not thy ear at my breathing, at my cry." (Lam. 3:56.)

159. What is the sixth objection?

Answer. I have but a hard heart to offer to God in prayer; and what can I say then, wanting all praying disposition?

160. How is this answered?

Answer. 1st, Therefore pray, that you may pray. 2nd, The very aspect, and naked presence of a dead spirit, when there is a little vocal praying, is acceptable to God; or, if an overwhelmed heart refuseth to come, it is best to go and tell Christ, and request him to come, and fetch the heart himself. 3rd, Little of day-light cometh before the sun; the best half of it is under ground. "We ourselves groan within ourselves." (Rom. 8:23.) All is here trans​acted in our own heart. The soul crieth, Oh! when will my father come, and fetch his children? When shall the spouse lie in her husband's bosom? 4th, If Christ's eye but look on a hard heart, it will melt it. 5th, I show here the smallest of prayer in which the life and essence of prayer may breathe and live. Now, prayer being a pouring out of the soul to God, much of the affections of love, desire, longing, joy, faith, sor​row, fear, boldness, comes along with prayer out to God, and the heart is put in Christ's bosom. And it is neither up nor down to the essence of sincere pray​ing, whether the soul come out in words, in groans, or in long looks, or in sighing, or in pouring out tears to God, (Job 16:20,) or in breathing.

161. What is the seventh objection?

Answer. What shall be done with half-praying, and words without sense?

162. How is this answered?

Answer. This is the woman's case, who lets words slip from her prayer, and there are broken prayers set down in scripture: "I love, because the Lord hath heard my voice." (Psalm 116:1.)

163. What are the reasons for broken prayers?

Answer. The reasons of broken prayers are often, 1st, The hastiness of the affections; not the hastiness always of unbelief, (Isa. 28:16,) but often of faith, (2 Pet. 3:10). Love and longing for Christ have eagle's wings; and love flieth, when words do but creep as a snail. 2nd, It cometh from a delique in the affections (they are broken as a too high-bended bow) that there is a swooning and delique of words…. Then when others cannot know what a groan meaneth, God knoweth what is under the lap of a sigh, because his Spirit made the sigh: he first made the prayer, as an intercessor, and then, as God he heareth it; he is within praying, and without hearing.

164. What is the eighth objection?

Answer. But, are all my cryings in prayer, works of the Spirit?

165. How is this answered?

Answer. The flesh may come in and join in prayer, and some things may be said in haste, not in faith; as in that prayer, "Hath God forgotten to be gracious?" (Psalm 77:9.)…. Christ washeth sinners in his blood, but he washeth not sin: he advocateth for the man that prayeth to have him accepted, but not for the upstarts and boilings of corruption and the flesh that are mixed with our prayer, to have them made white. Christ rejecteth these things in prayer that are essentially ill; but he washeth the prayer, and causeth the Father accept it.

166. What corruption of God's worship is thus refuted by the nature of prayer?

Answer. It cannot be imagined, how far short printed and read prayers come of vehement praying: for you cannot put sighs, groans, tears, breathing, and such heart-messengers down in a printed book; nor can paper and ink lay your heart, in all its sweet affections, out before God. The service-book then must be toothless and spiritless talk.
