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Question Set 25: Sermon 21
860. What is first to be spoken to concerning Faith?

Answer. Preparations for faith.

861. What sort of preparations are there for faith as it is a seed of heaven?

Answer. The seed of faith is sown by the "good husbandmen" in plowed ground, broken up, and free from thorns.

862. What are we to learn from comparing the conversion of a sinner to the creation of the world?

Answer. As God in his Omnipotency is not bound to work by time or succession, and yet choose to do so in the creation of the world, so it is in the New Creation. "A child with his head come forth of the womb, and no more, and so half born only; so is the convert, while he is in the making, not taken off Christ's wheels; half in the borders of hell, and looking afar off at the suburbs of heaven, not far from the kingdom of heaven."

863. What is the second thing to be noted regarding preparations unto faith?

Answer. Such preparations are not faith itself, but only a bridge over to the estate of salvation, and so entered into by elect and reprobate alike; but they are the point of parting for all of the elect, and all of the reprobate, in the providence of God, so that no reprobate shall ever make it over the bridge, but God shall break it before he cross over—yet, the breaking of the bridge is the sin of the reprobate.

864. What is the third thing to be noted regarding preparations unto faith?

Answer. "The preparatory good affections of desire, hunger, sorrow, humiliation, going before conversion, differ specifically from those renewed affec​tions which follow after; the former being acts of grace, but not of saving grace, which goeth along with the decree of the election of grace, and of like latitude with it; the latter being the native and con-natural fruits of the Spirit, of which the apostle speaketh, (Gal. 5:22,23)."

865. In the unconverted state, is any man morally, or with regard to any conditional divine promise, in a nearer disposition to conversion than another?

Answer. No.

866. What is the first reason for asserting that all are alike unfit for conversion?

Answer. We find no promise in scripture, whereby an unregenerate man is enabled to obtain a right to this saving grace by anything that he is able to do in the state of nature.

867. What is the second reason for asserting that all are alike unfit for conversion?

Answer. "Be​cause amongst things void of life, all are equally void of life, and here there are no degrees of more or less life, no intention, no remission or slacking of the degrees of life."

868. Does this doctrine concerning preparations unto faith detract from the freeness of God's grace to sinners?

Answer. No. "In this regard, conversion is no less pure grace, every way free to Saul humbled, and so, having only half a thirst and desire of Christ, than if he were yet in the fever of his highest blas​phemy, thirsting after the blood of the saints."

869. What is the fourth thing to be noted regarding preparations unto faith?

Answer. Though such preparations and humbling of the sinner do not constitute any material or physical difference between their estate and that of those who are without these preparations, yet, within the eternal election of grace, according to God's decree, the sinner is hereby brought further in that course that God has ordained as a series of events or steps leading to that conversion, whereby they are, as it were, brought "under the reach of Christ's love," before that love to light upon them.

870. Has such preparation always the appearance of being brought nearer the state of conversion?

Answer. No; for as the waters are at the peak of their greatest difference from the lowest ebb right when they begin to go down again, so these preparations may appear to speak more against Christ and conversion than non-preparations, though they carry the sinner unto Christ and this great change in his estate.

871. What two words are to be considered relative to the grounds of faith to lead us on to believing?

Answer. Col. 1.27: (1) "The riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles." (2) "Christ in you, the hope of glory."

872. To what does the light of faith lead us?

Answer. To behold Christ as precious above all things in this world, even as an "exceeding and eternal weight of glory," that cannot be weighed even in comparison to all of the most glorious riches of creation.

873. How is Christ said to be "in" the saints when Paul speaks of "Christ in you the hope of glory"?

Answer. "How in them? By faith, (Eph. 3:17). Christ, the hope of glory, is Christ the glory hoped for, by a figure; that is, faith putteth Christ and heaven in you by hope."

874. What is a second ground & motive of faith to lead us on to believing?

Answer. Faith is so much the more precious as that which it lays hold on for its possession is more precious.

875. What three things does faith lay hold upon that are so precious as to make faith the more precious?

Answer. (1) The righteousness of Jesus Christ. (2) The free grace of God. (3) "The high and deep love of God, and love which dwelleth in and with the noble and excellent blood that satisfieth infinite justice."

876. What is the third ground & motive of faith to lead us on to believing?

Answer. "There is as great a necessity of faith as of life; for the justified man must 'live by faith.' There is no grace so catholic: it being of necessity interwoven in all our actions, as they fall under moral considera​tion; not only in supernatural actions, but also in all our natural and civil actions, insofar as they must be spiritualized, in relation to God's honour, (1 Cor. 10:31)."

877. What must be done by faith if it is to be done aright?

Answer. All that a believer does: he must fight battles, kill men, subdue kingdoms, eat, drink, sleep, journey, buy, and sell by faith.

878. Is the light and law of nature the believers ground and direction for eating and sleeping?

Answer. No. Then his moral performance of these things could not be distinguished from that of carnal men. Rather, he must "set faith as the plummet and line to regulate these actions, to do them."

879. For what reasons must faith be the rule to regulate these actions?

Answer. "(1) Because He who hath bought us with a price, commandeth us by the light of nature. (2) And the light of faith is to moderate us in eating, drinking, sleeping, according to Christian sobriety, in the mea​sure of the action. (3) Faith teacheth us not to eat, that we may eat, or for a natural or civil end. Grace heighteneth the natural intention to a supernatural end, and to do all these for God and his service, (1 Cor. 10:31)."

880. What is the formal reason and principle in which all our actions ought to resolve?

Answer. "Christ, acting and moving by the light of faith."

881. What keeps a proportion to the worth and price of our souls?

Answer. The necessity of faith.

882. What objection is raised against this principle?

Answer. "But if it be so, that faith is required in all that I do, the business of salvation (may some say) is hard and difficult work. Where shall I have faith for every stir​ring of my foot?"

883. How is this objection answered?

Answer. "I answer, as all our actions, except where imagination is principle of the act, must be de​liberate, and so the actions of a rational man, so must they be moral. Now, there is no morality in a man who is a citizen of the church, but the morality of faith; for it is a duty laid upon every one within the visible church, that all his actions moral be watered and lus​tered with faith."

884. What things put the business of our salvation at a stand?

Answer. Our salvation is at a stand whensoever "the shield of faith, or the anchor of hope, or the breast-plate of righteousness, or some the like, is broken or faulty."

885. What ought faith to do when it finds itself in such a sad case?

Answer. "Faith is to improve the free grace, the omnipotence, the unchangeable love of Christ, to promote his own work, and to 'work in us to will, and to do, according to his good pleasure,' (Phil. 2:13)."
