The TRYAL & TRIVMPH of FAITH

By Samuel Rutherford
Question Set 2: Sermon 2 & Sermon 3

39. According to what will of Christ was it said that "he would that no man should know it"?

Answer. According to his human will, which he had being a man as we are, yet without sin. This will is not always fulfilled, though his divine will can never be resisted.

40. How low has Christ stooped for us and for our instruction?

Answer. He has taken to himself man's will, to submit to God and law. He is even content that God should "break his will, and lay it below providence."

41. Is Christ's will contrary to his Father's?

Answer. No, "Christ and his Father have but one will between them both: "I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father that sent me." (John 5:30.) "For even Christ pleased not himself." (Rom. 15:3.)…. There is no iron sinew in Christ's will, it was easily broken; the tip of God's finger, with one touch, broke Christ's will: "Lo, I come to do thy will, O God." (Heb. 10:9.)"

42. Wherein stands the stoniness of our stony hearts?

Answer. In our stony wills, which are as rocks that hell itself cannot break.

43. What two things are in the will of man?

Answer. (1) The natural frame and constitution of it. (2) The goodness of it.

44. Are the wills of elect angels and sinless Adam (when he was in innocency), essentially good?

Answer. No. By their constitution they have need of supervenient goodness and confirming grace, even when they are at their best.

45. Wherein consists the goodness which is now in our will?

Answer. Only in that which it has from grace, for it is not any of fallen nature's work to turn the will from evil to good.

46. Why does Christ sometimes hide from his people? Why from this woman?

Answer. From his people, because he hath a spirit above the people's windy air, and their hosanna. From this woman, because he would gladly have her for his pursuer.

47. If Christ hide himself, of whom will he be found?

Answer. "Faith findeth Christ out when he is hid. "Ve​rily thou art a God that hidest thyself;" (Isa. 45:15.) But faith seeth God under his mask, and through the cloud."

48. What does Faith perceive that even Reason and Sense do not?

Answer. That even at the dark hour of his death upon the cross, there he is a king, holding the keys of paradise in his hand, and able to admit those who come unto him.

49. What does faith see Christ as?

Answer. As a witness, a record, whose purpose is to instruct and bless, even through every providential affliction that he sends to us as witnesses against our sins.

50. Why do we stumble even in our spiritual walk?

Answer. Because when we ought to walk by faith, we rather walk by feeling and sense, so that when we ought to make the word of promise the rule of our faith, we go by God's dispensation.

51. Where is the error in God's dispensation?

Answer. There is no error in God's dispensation, which "is spotless, and innocent, and white, yet it is not Scripture." But there is much error in our reading of God's providence, whereby we fail to perceive that when his people are slaughtered, even then they are "more than conquerors through him that loves them. (Rom. 8.36,37.)"

52. What two things ought faith to do in reference to dispensation?

Answer. (1) "Believe in general, though dispensation be rough, stormy, black, yet Christ is fair, sweet, gracious; and, that hell and death are servants to God's dispensation toward the children of God." (2) Await the Lord's event.

53. What rough words were spoken by God's providence against Scotland, England, and Reformation in Mr. Rutherford's day?

Answer. "Garments are rolled in blood in Scotland and England. The wheels of Christ's chariot, in this reformation, go with a slow pace: the prince is averse to peace, many worthies are killed, a foreign nation cometh against us; yet all worketh for the best to those that love God."

54. What criminal error is mankind charged with by Mr. Rutherford in his last paragraph?

Answer. "We trust possession in our part, more than law, and the fidelity of the promise on God's part. Feel​ing is of more credit to us than faith; sense is surer to us than the word of faith. Many weak ones be​lieve not life eternal, because they feel it not."… We give better credit to our own feeling than "God's law of faith and Christ concluded atonement." But, "it is adultery to seek a sign, because we cannot rest on our husband's word."

55. Can Christ be hid?

Answer. Not of himself…. "You may hide a man, that he shall not see the sun: but you cannot cast a garment over the body of the sun, and hide day-light."

56. What is the first way in which Christ cannot be hid?

Answer. Christ cannot be hid "in his cause and truth." When the Gospel is persecuted, then it will fill cities and even the world. Christ's fame went abroad when he was buried under a great stone.

57. What is the second way in which Christ cannot be hid?

Answer. In his members under desertions: "Believers cannot hide and dissemble a good or an ill condition in the soul; the well-beloved is away, and the church's bed cannot keep her: all the watch​men, all the streets, all the daughters of Jerusalem, yea, heaven and Christ must hear of it."

58. What is the third way in which Christ cannot be hid?

Answer. In his members when in his presence. "The joy of his presence cannot be hid: she can​not but tell and cry out, O fair, O white day! He is come again: 'It was but a little that I passed from them, but I found him whom my soul loved.' (Cant. 3:4.)"

59. What is the fourth way in which Christ cannot be hid?

Answer. In the workings of his grace. "Grace in a sincere professor, and Christ, cannot be hid. There came a good fair breath, with a blast of a sweet west-wind of heaven, on Joseph of Arimathea: the time was ill, Christ was dead; and he can dis​semble no longer. (Mark 15:43.)… faith knoweth no blushing; grace cannot be ashamed."

60. What is the fifth way in which Christ cannot be hid?

Answer. In the testimony of his public witnesses: "When Jeremiah layeth unlawful bands on him​self, to speak no more in the name of the Lord, there is a spirit of prophecy lying on him—he is not lord of his own choice. 'But his word was in my heart, as a burning fire shut up in my bones; and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.' (Jer. 20:9.)… An awful majesty of the grace of God's fear caused Joseph to see nothing in harlotry, but pure, unmixed guiltiness against God. An overmastering apprehension of Christ's love, (2 Cor. 5:14) constrained Paul to own the love of Christ, in dedicating himself to the service of the gospel."

61. What is the sixth way in which Christ cannot be hid?

Answer. Christ cannot be hid from faith, which will believe even against sense, even under desertions. "'My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? O my God, I cry by day.' (Psalm 22:1,2.)… God's decree of grace in the execution of it, may be broken in a link by some great sin; but Christ cannot but solder the chain, and raise the fallen sinner."

62. What then ought the saints to do when the Spirit cometh in his stirrings and impetuous acts?

Answer. Never to resist him, but "co-operate with him, and answer his wind-blowing. It is good to hoist up sail, and make out, when a fair wind and a strong tide calleth…. When your spirit is docile, and there cometh a gale of Christ's sweet west-wind, and rusheth in with a warmness of heart, in a praying disposition to retire to a corner, and pour out the soul before the Lord; as we are to take Christ at his word, so are we to take Christ's Spirit at his work."

63. What ought to be obeyed as God himself?

Answer. "Dispositions of Grace." God leads first in all these, and we ought to follow. "The spirit beateth fire out of our flint, we are to lay to a match and receive; reach in the heart, under the stirrings of free grace."

64. Ought the justified in Christ always, as an act of duty, maintain a constant act of rejoicing without any mixture of sadness or sorrow?

Answer. No.

65. What reasons are given for this position?

Answer. (1) Then they could not "obey and follow the various impressions of the Lord's absence and presence of Christ's sea-ebbing and flowing, of his shining and smiling, and his lowring and frowning. (2) "The faith of a justified condition doth not root out all affections; nay, not love, faith, desire, and joy: if there be sin remaining in the justi​fied, there is place of sadness, for fear, for sorrow; for the scum of affections is removed by Christ, not the affections themselves." (3) "Christ for mere trial sometimes, for sin at other times, doth cover himself with a cloud and withdraw the sense of his favour; and it is a cursed joy that is on foot, when the Lord hideth his face." This is not paradise. (4) "It is a just and an innocent sorrow, to be grieved at that which grieveth the Holy Spirit; and when the lion roareth, all the beasts of the field are afraid. Grace maketh not Job a stock, nor Christ a man who cannot weep."

66. What things are to be noted about this woman in our text?

Answer. "(1) But one person of all Tyrus and Sidon came to him. (2) She was a Syrophenician by nation. (3) Her condition, She had a daughter vexed with a devil. (4) With an unclean devil. (5) The nearer occasion, She heard of him. (6) She adored. (7) She prayed: and so, way is made to the conference be​tween Christ and her; and to the trial and miracle."

67. What is first observed about the fact that she is A Certain Woman?

Answer. "It beseemeth the mercy of the good Shepherd, to 'leave ninety and nine sheep in the wilderness, and go after one which is lost.' (Luke 15:4.) And when all is done, alas! he hath but one of a whole hundred. Christ hath not the tithe of mankind…. Christ taketh sinners, not by dozens, not by thousands, (it is but once in all the word, (Acts 2) that three thousand are converted at once;) but by ones and twos…. the relics and refuse shall be saved only."

68. What is Mr. Rutherford's second observation?

Answer. "Com​mon love scarce amounteth to grace, because grace is separative and singleth out one of many; all graced persons are privileged persons; heaven is a house of chosen and privileged ones; there are no common stones in the New Jerusalem."

69. What is Mr. Rutherford's third observation?

Answer. "Christ's way lieth so, of two grinding at a mill, of two in the field together, of two in one bed, Christ will have but one: Christ often will not have both husband and wife, both father and son; but the one brother, Jacob, not Esau. Of a whole house, Christ cometh to the devil's fireside, and chooseth one, and draweth him out, and leaveth all the family to the devil."

70. What is Mr. Rutherford's fourth observation?

Answer. "Christ knoweth them well whom he chooseth: grace is a rare piece of the choice and the flower of the love of heaven."

71. But what are all men from the womb?

Answer. The multitude be all Arminians from the womb; every heresy is a piece of the old Adam's wanton wit; thousands go to hell, black heretics and heterodox, as touching the doctrine of themselves; every man hath grace if you believe himself; every man taketh heaven for his home and heritage.

72. What is the first objection?

Answer. That "God's love is not infinite, if it be limited to a few."

73. How is this answered?
Answer. "This should conclude, that there be an infinite number of men and angels, to whom God's love to salvation is betrothed in affection: but his love is infinite in its act, not in its object; the way of carrying on his love is infinite."

74. What is the second objection?

Answer. "To ascribe God's not loving of men to God's disposition, heart, will, and pleasure, and not to our defects, is blasphemy."

75. How is this answered?

Answer. "The Lord ascribeth his having mercy, and his hardening, to his own free-will, (Rom. 9:18; Exod. 33:19;) and his love is as free as his mercy; and by this means, God's first love to us should arise from our love preventing [leading] his, contrary to his own word, (Deut. 7:7; Eph. 2:4,5; Titus 3:3; 2 Tim. 1:9,) and man should be the first lover of the two."

76. What is the third objection?

Answer. "Infinite goodness may as soon cease to be, as not be good to all, or withhold mercy from any."

77. How is this answered?

Answer. "Every being of reprobate men and devils, is a fruit of God's goodness, but of free goodness; else God should cease to be, if he should turn his crea​tures to nothing; for he should cease to be good to things without himself, if these were all turned to their poor mother-nothing. (2.) Mercy floweth not from God essentially, especially the mercy of conversion, remis​sion of sins, eternal life, but of mere grace; for then God could not be God, and deny these favours to repro​bates. Freedom of mercy and salvation is as infinitely sweet and admirable in God, as mercy and salvation itself."

78. What is the fourth objection?

Answer. "But God is so essentially good to all, as he must communicate his goodness by way of justice, in order to free obedience; and that is life eternal, to those who freely believe and obey."

79. How is this answered?

Answer. "But the great enemy of grace, Arminius, teaches us, that all the freedom of grace, (Rom. 9,) is resolved into the free pleasure of God, in which he freely, and without hire, purposed to reward faith, not the works of the law, with life eternal; whereas it was free to him to keep another order, if so it should seem good to him; and by this means, God is yet freely, and by an act of pure grace, not essentially good to all, even in communicating his goodness by way of justice: for what God doth by necessity of his nature and essence, that he cannot but do. But sure it is, by no necessity of nature doth the Lord reward one's faith, or any obedience in us, with the crown of life eternal: he may give heaven freely without one's obedience at all, as he giveth the first grace freely, (Ezek. 16:6-8; Rom. 5:10; Eph. 2:3,4.) But this is surer, the fewer have grace, grace is the more grace, and the more like itself and free."

80. How run the remaining objections and their answers?

Objection 5. But I have a good heart to God. Answer. A quiet heart sleeping in a false peace, is a bad heart: most of sinners give their souls to the devil by theft; they think they are sailing to heaven, and know no​thing till they shore, sleeping in the land of death. (Matt. 7:21-23; Luke 16:27,28.)

Objection 6. Why, but God hath bestowed on me many favours and riches in this world. Answer. God's grace is not graven on gold. It should be but the logic of a beast, if the slaughter ox should say, "The master favoureth me more than any ox in the stall; I am free of the yoke that is upon the neck of others, and my pasture is fatter than their's."

Objection 7. The saints love me. Answer. The saints can mis-father their love, and love where God loveth not.

Objection 8. All the world loveth me. Answer. You are the liker to be a step-child of Jerusalem and of heaven; for, "The world loveth its own." (John 15:19.) Better it were to have the world a step-mother, than to be no other, but to lie in such a womb, and suck such breasts.

Objection 9. I believe life eternal. Answer. That faith is with child of heaven; but see it be not a false birth. Few or none come to age, and none clothed in white and crowned, but they were jealous of their faith, and feared their own ways. Natural men stand aloof from hell and wrath.
