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Question Set 23: Sermon 20
802. What is the first thing that must be considered, that we may esteem of Christ aright?

Answer. "The wisdom or folly of any man is most seen in the estimative faculty, for it denominateth a man wise."

803. Ought then the "great judges, and learned, as the magicians of Chaldea, and philosophers, who know wonders, hidden things, and causes of things," be esteemed as wise men?

Answer. No. Rather, they must be judged to be "fools, (Rom. 1:21,) and vain in their ima​ginations, because there is a great defect in their estimative faculty in the choice of a God, (verses 22, 23), the practical mind is blinded, and they choose dark​ness for light, evil for good, a creature for their God."

804. Where was Moses' wisdom demonstrated?

Answer. In that he "chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season." (Heb. 11:25.)

805. How is it proved that this was a point of wisdom in Moses?

Answer. The sufferings of the people of God in the day of Moses, being a suffering for the noble and excellent cause of God, the Apostle thus proves his point, asserting that Moses "esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches, than the treasures of Egypt."

806. What was the folly of Esau?

Answer. "He had not wisdom to put a difference between the excellency of the birth​right, and a morsel of meat. A profane wicked man hath not wisdom to esteem God and Christ above the creature, but confoundeth the one with the other."

807. What is the second thing that must be considered, that we may esteem of Christ aright?

Answer. "Our esteem of Christ is to be pure, chaste, spiri​tual, and so to work purely; that is, the formal reason why we esteem of Christ, must be, because he is Christ, and not because summer goeth with Christ; nay, not because he comforteth, but because he is God, the Re​deemer and Mediator."

808. What makes the wife's love to her husband chaste?

Answer. "It is a chaste love, and a chaste esteem, if the wife choose to love her husband, because he is her husband, as the sense esteemeth white to be white, under the notion of such a colour,"—Not on account of his riches, appearance, honour, &c. which things may be found in others, and steal away her love.

809. In the various operations of the faculties of the human soul, when are they most pure, and kindly?

Answer. An operation of the human soul is most pure, when it is "carried toward its object, according to its formal reason, without any mixture of other respects; extraneous and by-reasons are more whorish, less con-natural, not so chaste."

810. What is the third thing that must be considered, that we may esteem of Christ aright?

Answer. "Estimation produceth love, even the love of Christ; and love is a great favourite, and is much at court, and dwelleth constantly with the king."

811. What in the life of a believer declares that there is much love to Christ?

Answer. "To be much with Christ, especially in secret, late and early, and to give much time to converse with Christ, speaketh much love."

812. What else may be measured by the evidences of our love to Christ?

Answer. Grace, "for grace and love keep proportion one with another."

813. What is the fourth thing that must be considered, that we may esteem of Christ aright?

Answer. "He who duly esteemeth Christ, is a noble bidder, and so a noble and liberal buyer." He will "count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord," Phil. 3.8.

814. How has Christ highly esteemed us, though we are wholly unworthy?

Answer. "To wash a sinner, is the eminency of love, and the highest esteem of him: but, oh, what a mercy, that Christ should defile his precious, sinless, royal, and princely blood, by dipping in such a loathsome, foul, and deformed creature as a sinner is, (Rev. 1:5)."

815. What first thing may be noted from these words, "Dogs eat the crumbs"?

Answer. There are degrees of persons and things in the house of God, yet even the lowest are such as he owns as his.

816. What is the first thing that all have in common who are to be found in Christ's house?

Answer. Jesus Christ. He is the nail upon which they are all fastened, according to Isaiah 22:24.

817. What is the second thing that all have in common who are to be found in Christ's house?

Answer. "All are in the way, the plants all growing; but one is a grain of mustard seed, and a rose not broken out to the flower, and another is a great tree."

818. Though the grave, sin, death, devils, could not bind Christ, what does bind him?

Answer. The love of Christ, whether in its first rise, or overflowing the earth & heavens. Canticles 4:9, Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse; thou hast ravished my heart with one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy neck.
819. What is to be noted about the way of Christ's administration?

Answer. "Christ's way of administration is a growing way; his kingdom is not a standing, nor a sitting, nor a sleeping kingdom, but it is walking and posting: 'Thy kingdom come.'"

820. What gives us ground of assurance that Christ's kingdom shall ever continue in its growth and movement towards him?

Answer. "Christ is saying even now, 'Father, I must have all my children up with me, that where I am, there they may be also.'"

821. What is the first use to be made of these things?

Answer. "That we despise not the day of small things. God's beginning of great works is small."

822. What particular example is given of one of God's small beginnings which ended in great works?

Answer. Jenny Geddes' "throwing of a stool at the man who did first read the new service book in Edinburgh?"

823. What work, following upon this providence, had begun to go forth in strength in the day of Mr. Rutherford?

Answer. For a time it appeared, "that the vengeance of the Lord, and the vengeance of his temple, did pursue the land of graven images, and awake the kings of the earth to rise in battle against the great whore of Babylon."

824. What else is to be looked for in connection with the destruction of the great whore of Babylon?

Answer. In connection therewith, we ought to hope for the return of the Jews to their Messiah; and the kingdoms of the Gentiles becoming the kingdoms of God and his Christ.

825. How can God accomplish his work in such a way that it is evidently declared to be his work, and none other's?

Answer. "God can put forth omnipotency in all its flowers and golden branches of overpowering and incomparable excellen​cies, upon mere nothing: the wind is an empty un-solid thing, the sea a fluid and soft and ebbing crea​ture; yet the wind is God's chariot, he rideth on it; and the sea his walk, his paths are in the great waters."

826. What is the second use to be made of these things?

Answer. One must observe, that "a crumb that falleth from Christ's table, hath in it the nature of bread."—That is, though we have not the greatest measure of grace in its operations, yet all believers have what is really Christ's grace in its being.

827. What may be said for the lowest measure, or grain of saving grace?

Answer. It is saving grace.

828. What may comfort the weak believer who could easily be crushed otherwise?

Answer. "Christ doth own the bruised reed, and the smoking flax, so far forth, as not to crush the one, nor to quench the other; and can with tender cautiousness of compassion, stoop, and with his arm go between the lamb on the margin and brink of hell, as to save it from falling down headlong over the brow of the mountain. He 'healeth the broken in heart,' (Psalm 147:3.)"

829. Though it is the duty of believers to sorrow for sin and have some conscience of sins, yet, need the poor tender souls who are broken with the sense of the their sins, fear that in approaching unto Christ, he will meet them to their dismay and destruction?

Answer. No. "Christ affrighteth not weak consciences with shouts, to put poor tender souls out of their wits with the shouts of armies, of the terrors of hell in the con​science; yea, the meek Lord Jesus 'shall not cry nor lift up (a shout) nor cause his voice be heard in the street,' (Isaiah 42:2)."

830. How was Christ moved when he saw the people scattered as sheep without a shepherd?

Answer. "When he saw the people scattered as sheep having no shepherd, he was bowelled in heart, his bowels were moved with compassion for them, (Matt. 9:36). Oh, how sweet! that thy sinful weakness should be sorrow and pain to the bowels and heart of Jesus Christ, so as infir​mity is your sin, and Christ's pity and compassion."

831. For what reasons ought Christians to have tender hearts toward weak ones?

Answer. (1) That Christ cannot disinherit a son for weakness. (2) Love is not broken with a straw, or a little infirmity. (3) All the vessels of Christ's house are not of one size. (4) Some men's infirmities are as transparent crystal, easily seen through; others have infirmities under their garments. (5) We shall see many in heaven, whom we judged to be cast-aways, while they lived with us on earth. (6) Many go to heaven with you, and you hear not the sound of their feet in their journey.
