The TRYAL & TRIVMPH of FAITH

By Samuel Rutherfurd
Question Set 33: Sermon 24
1158. What is Rutherford’s fifth proposition?

Answer. “Our believing and conversion to God, doth alter and change our state before God.”

1159. What is the first reason for asserting that at conversion our state is changed before God?

Answer. “Be​cause God esteemed an unbeliever that which he was,—even an unbeliever, a child of wrath, one that is disobedient, serving divers lusts;… but being once converted, and graced to believe, his state before God is altered and changed, even in the court of heaven; in the Lord’s books he is another man, he goeth now for a fair and undefiled soul.”

1160. What parallel of this might be asserted in the life of the Church?

Answer. “The church that was in a polluted, filthy, and miserable condition, (Ezek. 16:3-8,) is now in Christ’s heart as a seal, (Cant. 8:6,) so fair, as her beauty ravisheth the heart of Christ.”

1161. What is the second reason for asserting that at conversion our state is changed before God?

Answer. “The condition is so changed before God, that ‘It cometh to pass, that in the place where it was said to them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, ye are the sons of the living God.’ (Hos. 1:10.) ‘Which in time past, were not a people, but are now the people of God; which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.’ (1 Pet. 2:10.)”

1162. What vain dream of the Antinomians is refuted by these texts of Scripture?

Answer. “It is a vain thing to dream, that Christ hath no other esteem and warmness of heart to us, when we are dead in sins and trespasses,… and when he hath raised and quickened us for his great love, and placed us in heaven with Christ.”

1163. What is the foolish consequence of this position?

Answer. “Then the state of hell and death, should be the very state of grace and heaven, before God.”

1164. Were the children of wrath from eternity honourable?

Answer. No.

1165. Were they more precious and honourable actually be​fore God from eternity, than the rest of the nations?

Answer.  “No; the contrary is evident, (Ezek. 16:3; Deut. 7:7,8; Psalm 147:19,20; Deut. 26:5).”

1166. What foolish conclusion must be drawn if conversion and faith make no change in a man’s state before God?

Answer. Then he was a converted believer before God from all eternity, and before the law never guilty of any sin; and so, according to this babble, he was actually justified from all eternity and all his life long.

1167. How far will we go in granting that men are justified from eternity?

Answer. “They are justi​fied from eternity, and ere they believe in him that justifieth the ungodly, no other ways than in God’s decree and eternal purpose.”

1168. Of what is this doctrine the principal false and rotten pillar?

Answer. Of all Libertinism.

1169. How is this proven?

Answer. “If [as Antinomians allege,] faith be so far forth a manifestation of our justification before God, because justification was in the sight of God actually done from eternity, before all time, then are we never ungodly, and actually sinners before God: ‘For it is impossible,’ say Antinomians, ‘that God can both hate us, as ungodly, and love us, as justified in Christ.”

1170. Are Antinomian principles compatible with the Doctrine of Justification by Faith alone?
Answer. No. They downright deny it, saying: “We are not justified by faith.”

1171. What do Antinomians invent as Paul’s meaning when he speaks of Justification by Faith?

Answer. They assert that Paul speaks only of coming, by faith, to the knowledge and assurance that we were elected and justified from eternity.

1172. To what principle does the Antinomian, Mr. Denne, adhere, respecting these matters?

Answer. “Saith he, ‘sin is of that hideous nature, and the justice of God so perfect, that he cannot but hate the person unto whom he imputeth, and upon whom he chargeth sin, if so be the person charged cannot give full, perfect, and present satisfaction.”

1173. What is Rutherford’s first answer to this principle?

Answer. “If God cannot but hate the person upon whom he chargeth sin, either God never charged our sins upon Christ, contrary to Scripture, (Isaiah 53:6; 1 Pet. 2:23,24; 2 Cor. 5:21,) or then he hated Christ; which no sound divine dare say.”

1174. What is Rutherford’s second answer to this principle?

Answer. “I much wonder, if God, from eternity, charged sin upon his Son Christ, (for the place he citeth, Rev. 13:8, and the judgment of Antinomians so expounding it, evinceth this to be his meaning), how Christ from eternity could give full, perfect, and present satisfaction, to prevent the hatred of his Father, is not imaginable.”

1175. What would be required for it to have been possible that Christ could give full and perfect satisfaction from eternity?

Answer. It would have been necessary that sinners uncreated should already have an existence and being, and have even sinned from eternity.

1176. What point bears heavily against the Antinomian interpretation of Paul’s ‘Justification by Faith’?

Answer. We find nothing in Scripture of ‘Election by Faith’, for there is no such thing, and yet by Antinomian principles, Paul ought also to speak of ‘Election by Faith.’

1177. What is the third reason for asserting that at conversion our state is changed before God?
Answer. In saying that Christ was slain from the foundation of the world, Antinomians must hold this only in respect to God’s decree (which concludes nothing against an actual change in time of our estate before God), which is sound divinity, or they must say that he was actually slain from the foundation of the world (which is ridiculous, like their assertion that we have ever been in the same state before God all our lives long.)

1178. If Christ did not die from eternity, what then follows?

Answer. It then follows that God did not actually charge sin on Christ from eternity, and Christ did not actually justify the ungodly from eternity.

1179. What is the fourth reason for asserting that at conversion our state is changed before God?

Answer. “If the meaning (that Christ is the Lamb slain for our sins from eternity) be, that he is slain only in God’s purpose, then we are no more justified and pardoned from eternity, and so before we believe, than the world was created from eternity.”

1180. What else might be said to be “by faith,” in the Antinomian sense of the phrase?

Answer. In the Antinomian sense, one might say that the world was created by faith; “for through faith we under​stand that the world was created; (Heb. 11:3.)”

1181. What is the fifth reason for asserting that at conversion our state is changed before God?

Answer. “Yea, in this sense, the world must be created from eternity, and all things which fell out in time, fell out in eternity; because, as Christ was the Lamb slain from eternity, in God’s eternal purpose, so were all things, and the world created from eternity in God’s purpose and decree. But things that only have being in the decree of God, are not simply, nor have they any being at all; and, therefore, our free justification from eternity had no being, but only was to be, and actually is, when God giveth us faith to lay hold on the remission of our sins.”

1182. What is the first false ground laid down in asserting that faith is only given for our consolation, and not to effect a change in our state?

Answer. “The believer is so in every moment of time to rejoice, as he is never to sorrow for sin, nor to confess sin, because sins were pardoned from all eternity; but so, neither after a soul believes, nor before he be​lieves, is he to confess sins, or mourn for them; because both after and before, yea, from eternity, sins are not at all, but removed in Christ.”

1183. What is the second false ground laid down in asserting that faith is only given for our consolation, and not to effect a change in our state?

Answer. “It layeth down this ground, that we are justified no more by faith, than by the works done, by the saving grace of God after regeneration; and that Paul in the Epistle to the Romans and Galatians, does contend with justiciaries, how these who were from eternity justi​fied, shall come to know and apprehend, for their own peace, joy, and consolation, that they were justified and elected to glory—whether men may know this by faith in Christ, or by the works of the law.”

1184. What is wrong with this representation of Paul’s contendings?

Answer. “This is not the state of the question between Paul and the justiciaries. For (Rom. 3,) Paul concludeth strongly, we are really and indeed changed from a state of sin, unto a state of justification even before God; not because, by keeping the law, we know we are justified, but because all have sinned, and are come short of the glory of God, and so are inherently wicked, abominable, doers of ill, and condemned there​fore before God, from David’s testimony, (Psalms 14, 53).”

1185. What does such argumentation conclude and have reference to?

Answer. “This argument concludeth real and intrinsical condemnation, not the knowledge of condemnation, nor the knowledge that we are not justified by the works of the law.”

1186. What reasons prove that the elect, before they believe, are not blessed, but rather under a curse?

Answer. “{1.} Because they are, before they believe, the children of wrath, (Eph. 2:2). Ergo, they are under the curse. {2.} Because Paul and the elect, before they be under grace and belief, were under the law, and so, under wrath: (Rom. 6:14-17:) ‘Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law, by the body of Christ, that ye should be married to another.’ (Rom. 7:4.)”

1187. What further proves that the state of Paul’s question with the justiciaries was not merely about what means make known to a person his justification?

Answer. “This also may be added, that if faith be but a declaration or mani​festation that we are justified before we believe, Paul had no reason to deny that we are justified—that is, that we know to our comfort, by works of holiness, that we are justified; for works of sancti​fication are evident witnesses that we are in Christ, and are justified, (2 Cor. 5:17; 1 John 3:14; 2:3; James 2:24,25; 2 Peter 1:10).”

1188. What is the third false ground laid down in asserting that faith is only given for our consolation, and not to effect a change in our state?

Answer. “It layeth down this false ground, that grace is nothing in us, but a mere comfortable sense and apprehension of free love, and grace is conceived to be only and wholly in Christ; so that there is no inherent grace in the believer, by which he is distinguished from an unbeliever; sanctification and duties flowing from the habit of grace are nothing but dreams of legal men.”

1189. What is our sixth proposition?

Answer. “It is a vain distinction of Mr. Denne, who would have a reconciliation of God to man, and of man to God.”

1190. What is the first reason why this distinction is vain?

Answer. “Because we read that man is reconciled to God, (Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 5:18-20; Col. 1:20,21; Eph. 2:16). Man is the enemy, whereas in Adam he was a friend, and in Christ, the second Adam, he is made a friend. But that God is reconciled to man, or changed toward his own elect from an enemy, and a God that hateth their persons, into a friend and lover of them, I never read: if at any time God be said to be comforted toward his people, or eased, these are borrowed speeches.”

1191. What is the second reason why this distinction is vain?

Answer. “Love of election, yea, the love that putteth God on work to redeem, call, justify, sanctify the elect, is no love bought with hire, yea, the price of redemption which Christ gave for sinners, cannot buy eternal love…. in a word, the shed blood of Christ is an effect, not a cause of infinite love.”

1192. What is the third reason why this distinction is vain?

Answer. “What then, doth reconcili​ation place any new thing in God? No. Doth it turn him from a hater into a lover? No. Recon​ciliation active on the Lord’s part, is a change of his outward dispensation, not of his inward affections. ‘Fury is not in me,’ he saith himself, (Isa. 27:4).”

1193. What is Rutherford’s seventh proposition?

Answer. “Joy of the Holy Ghost is a fruit of the kingdom of grace, (Rom. 14:17). But not that joy spoken of, Rev. 21:4, and Isa. 35:10, which excludeth all tears, death, sorrow, crying, all sighing, as Mr. Denne dreameth; so as joy can no more be sepa​rated from the subjects of that kingdom, than light from the sun, heat from the fire, or ebbing and flow​ing can be stopped in waters, as he saith.”

1194. What is manifestly impossible about Denne’s attempt to expound various Scripture passages about the Kingdom of Glory as though they were about the Kingdom of Grace?

Answer. By so doing, he makes certain gifts and graces of God the conditional terms upon which one may receive these gifts and graces, so that, “we should be justified and washed before we be justified and washed…. [he] must be born again, ere he be born again.”

1195. What is Rutherford’s eighth proposition?

Answer. “Christ can love dearly, and tempt roughly both at once.”

1196. What, first, is asserted to explain how this can be?

Answer. “His love consisteth not in a taking his Church into his bosom, and a continual, and never interrupted laying of her between his breasts; yea, tempting floweth from the love of God, nor is it any act of justice, yea to take vengeance on the inventions of his people (satisfying justice he cannot exercise to​ward his elect; yet, a punishing and correcting justice, he may, and doth, put forth on them), but it hath its rise from love.”

1197. What, secondly, is asserted to explain how this can be?

Answer. “Tempting mercy is wise mercy; it were not a tempt​ing mercy, if we saw all the secrets of love, and the reasons why the Lord buildeth Zion with blood. Even the elect and beloved of God, though they be in Christ’s court, they are not always upon his council, (John 13:7).”

1198. What is one of the mysteries and unknown secrets of the love of Christ?

Answer. “Why one saint is led to heaven, and to men’s eye ‘the candlestick of the Almighty shineth on his tabernacle, and he washeth his steps in oil,’ he is rich, holy, prosperous; and another no less dear to Christ, never laugheth till he be within the gates of heaven, but eateth the bread of sorrow all his days; his face never dryeth till he be in glory, is a secret of heaven.”

1199. What use should we make of this doctrine?

Answer. “This should make us very charitable of Christ when he frowneth, and covereth himself with a cloud, and very inclinable to pardon (if I may so speak) rough and bloody dispensations in Christ.”

1200. What ought to be our chief concern while Christ multiplies our widows and brings spoilers against us?

Answer. Then, we must be very diligent to keep our first love.

1201. What should the elect & regenerate do if they were to find themselves thrown into hell?

Answer. Even then, “they are to have eternal charity and love to the holy and just Lord, and to believe his eternal love.”
