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By Samuel Rutherford
Question Set 8: Sermons 10 & 11
269. What four things ought we to consider in relation to our children?

Answer. (1) We are so to hold them, as willingly to let go. We must love them as creatures and not make them our gods. (2) Above all other things, we must strive for their spiritual welfare, they being born heirs of wrath and fuel for hell. (3) We must remember their mortality—that they may even die before us. (4) We must beware of selfishness, and of preferring ourselves in them before God.

270. What is to be observed in the various events that surround this woman's meeting with Christ?

Answer. A wise consociation of many acts of providence, as one cluster of passages of the art of wise omnipotency

271. What is the first rule to be followed in our contemplations of Divine Providence?

Answer. We must not go before God to prescribe him his duty, but follow after his omnipotent wisdom.

272. What is the second rule to be followed in our contemplations of Divine Providence?

Answer. We must not be overly taken with the outward splendour, but consider all of the workings of God and what is to be learned from the whole.

273. What is the third rule to be followed in our contemplations of Divine Providence?

Answer. We must remember that God hath not lost his omnipotency by using means, but it is his very power itself, making use of the means, that makes them efficacious.

274. What is the fourth rule to be followed in our contemplations of Divine Providence?

Answer. We must remember that God's ways are often contrary to our judgment, but this is so because we are deceived in our judgments.

275. What is the fifth rule to be followed in our contemplations of Divine Providence?

Answer. We must ever abstain from slandering God's providences with the reproach of confusion and disorder.

276. What first is seen in the contexture of divine providence?

Answer. That, in all of this, there is not one thread broken, but at all points, hitherto Christ's Father worketh, and hitherto Christ worketh.

277. What secondly is seen in the contexture of divine providence?

Answer. Though the threads themselves be divers, some black, some white, yet the whole is a most fair order.

278. What is the sixth rule to be followed in our contemplations of Divine Providence?

Answer. The frame of our spirit must be set in an equilibrio to observe both sides of God's Providence, black and white. We must say, "If he save, it is good; if he destroy, it is good." We must live to Christ, and we must die to Christ.

279. What is the seventh rule to be followed in our contemplations of Divine Providence?

Answer. In all things we must bless Christ and so keep our desires low. It is easier to add to our desires than to subtract from them.

280. What is the eighth rule to be followed in our contemplations of Divine Providence?

Answer. Let faith speculate sweet conclusions from the hardest providences.

281. What is the ninth rule to be followed in our contemplations of Divine Providence?

Answer. We must always remember that there is a mystery of providence that we neither apprehend nor are able to comprehend.

282. What is the tenth rule to be followed in our contemplations of Divine Providence?

Answer. We must remember that Providence may walk long in uncertainties, and ups may soon be turned to downs, and downs to ups.

283. What is the eleventh rule to be followed in our contemplations of Divine Providence?

Answer. We are to submit to God's providences in silence. Faith can ease us, but disputing cannot.

284. What is the twelfth rule to be followed in our contemplations of Divine Providence?

Answer. We must give more consideration to Him who afflicts us, than to our afflictions. We must never forget that no creature moves against us but the creature that is moved by God.

285. What is the thirteenth rule to be followed in our contemplations of Divine Providence?

Answer. We must observe that God and his Providence ever go onward and upward, never falling nor failing. Every step is a step towards the final perfection of God's great work of Providence.

286. In sermon 11, what is the trial or temptation to be considered?

Answer. "The woman crieth, but Christ answereth not a word."

287. In what do all temptations agree, whether God's, Satan's, or the flesh's?

Answer. "All temptations are of one colour, viz., white, and seeming good."

288. What is the reason of this?

Answer. "Temptations were not temptations, if they had not a taking power to break in upon reason."

289. What contemplations were used to stir the affections of this woman?

Answer. (1) Is this the Lord, the hearer of prayers? (2) Is this he that biddeth us pray, and promiseth to hear? (3) Is this the meek lamb of God, who will carry the lambs in his bosom and never break the bruised reed?

290. What would nature say at Christ's so ignoring of us?

Answer. "I repent I ever came to him. Let me or all others suffer anything and everything, I am done with him."

291. What is the first answer to our fears under such temptations?

Answer. Few or none are tempted, but big apprehensions of the temptation are the product of the temptation, so that all conclude that none were so troubled and cast off as themselves.

292. To what end to temptations put on the face of hell?

Answer. To cause the child of God to count himself as one of the lost and outside of the society of God's people.

293. What first are the godly to remember under such temptations?

Answer. Christ changeth not. Christ is always Christ and my Christ is ever my Christ.

294. What secondly are the godly to remember under such temptations?

Answer. Though Christ answer not, yet he hears, and his not answering is such an answer as whereby he would drive us to pray on the more.

295. How are God's consideration of Prayer and our sinful apprehension of it contrasted?

Answer. To God, Prayer is his Worship. To us, very often, prayer is a servant sent out on a business in a case of necessity.

296. What thirdly are the godly to remember under such temptations?

Answer. That, though no answer is a hell to the believer, yet it is such a hell as he ought to embrace as Christ's hell, which will be well accepted of by Christ, whose glory we ought to seek to our death, whatever our account be.

297. What fourthly are the godly to remember under such temptations?

Answer. Wrestling much adds much strength. Prayer after unanswered prayer strengtheneth faith.

298. What are some reasons for God's not hearing prayer?

Answer. (1) Superstitious and false worship. (2) God hears not sinners. (3) God heareth not, when there is heart-love to vanity. (4) God heareth not malignants—enemies to His cause. (5) God heareth not bloody men.———As for saints, non-answering is a merciful judgment to them, and they are heavier at God's not answering, than at their being deprived of some mercies.

299. How are we to know that we are answered?

Answer. (1) Hannah had mere peace after her prayer. (2) Paul had grace to endure the lack of what he sought in prayer. (3) "Liberty and boldness in faith, is a sign of answered prayer." (4) God will hear and answer that which is good in our prayers, though we stray in our desires. (5) We are heard whenever we ask in faith, and we ask in faith when our prayers go no further than God's will.

300. Is there yet any prophecy?

Answer. The prophesying of faith is not dead with the prophets. Faith seeth afar off as yet. To see things that God shall do, either by himself or by angels, is an act of prophecy, and differeth not in nature from the prophetical light of the prophets. Now, the light of faith seeth as yet the same, viz., that Christ shall raise the dead, and send his angels to gather in his wheat into his barn. Especially hope of glory is prophetical.

301. What are two other ways whereby we may know that we are answered?

Answer. (6) "Patience to wait on, till the vision speak, is an answer." (7) Some prayers require no answers, but express our desire for that which we know is to come.

302. What is the first use we are to make of this doctrine?

Answer. How hard soever we take it that we are not answered, yet we must "wait on, die praying, faint not."

303. What is the second use we are to make of this doctrine?

Answer. We must take heed that we have our hearts filled with sweet principles of Christ so as to be prepared to answer every temptation.

