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Question Set 3: Sermon 4

81. What made this woman's salvation so unexpected?

Answer. The prophets denounced much woe against Tyrus and Sidon, as a people separated from all hope of salvation by a 'curtain' or 'partition'.

82. What have all the glorified in common, regardless of the measure of their sanctification?

Answer. They all stand before the throne as redeemed, having once been inked and blackened with sin.

83. What sort of world is Grace?

Answer. Grace is a new world of all summer, and health, and forgiveness, and life.

84. What makes Christ a physician unlike any other?

Answer. He hath cured diseases that never a man could; he hath cured stark death… he hath made many black limbs of hell fair saints in heaven: such a man, such an artificer, threw down an old dungeon of clay, and made it up a fair palace of gold.

85. What objection is put forth against the example of Paul as a "curious sampler of God's mercy"?

Answer. But what am I, a lump of unrepenting guiltiness and sin, to such a vessel of mercy, as holy Paul, and repenting Mary Magdalene?

86. How is this objection answered?

Answer. Grace, as it is in God, and fitness to receive grace in us, is just alike to all. There was no more reason why Paul should obtain mercy, than why thou, or any other sinner like thee, should obtain mercy.

87. What is the proportion between the ransom given by Christ to buy faith and free grace for Noah, Job, Daniel, Moses, and Samuel, and the ransom he hath given to buy our salvation?

Answer. It is all one and the same. "Grace is grace to thee, as to meek Moses: Christ is Christ to thee, as to believing Abraham."

88. In what three ways is Grace the same here as it is in heaven?

Answer. (1) We receive all by grace for the sake of Jesus Christ both here and above. When we change are place we will yet keep our husband. (2) Both here and above all that we have is of the goodwill of God, and purchased by the same blood of the Lamb. (3) They that are in heaven and they that are here are both immediately dependent upon the grace of the Lamb so that they should both be as poor without him.

89. What is to be observed about the fact that this woman's daughter was grievously tormented with a devil?

Answer. "Common punishments of sin, and sad afflictions do follow justified persons, as well as the wicked."

90. What are alleged by scripture as reasons why the justified suffer like afflictions with the wicked?

Answer. (1) "That the gold of precious faith, and the upright metal therein, may be seen." 1 Peter 1:7: "That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." (2) "Afflictions drive us to seek God, they being God's firemen; and his hired labourers, sent to break the clods, and to plough Christ's land, that he may sow heaven there; but Christ must bring new earth to the soil… Also, the prayers of the saints in prosperity, are but summer prayers, slow, lazy, and alas! too formal. In trouble, they rain out prayers, or cast them out in co-natural violence, as a fountain doth cast out waters." (3) "We must be made like Christ, in the cross and the crown, (2 Tim. 2:12,) and conform to him. (Rom. 8:29.) …. The strokes and smiting of the cross must knock down all the superfluity of naughtiness, and every height," that we may be humbled and conformed to the image of Christ. (4) The justified may be afflicted for sin.

91. Why do the Papists hold that while God forgives sin, he does not forgive the punishment of sin (as in the case of David), but the justified themselves do bear their sins?

Answer. First, That this may be "a too-fall and pillar, to underprop the chamber in hell, which they call purgatory. And Secondly, That this punishment satisfactory to the justice of God may make the merits of the saints suffering, to ride up, as a collateral sharer with the high and noble blood of the killed Lamb of God, who only satisfactorily taketh away the sins of the world.

92. Though we disclaim the blasphemy of the Papists, what justice of God do we acknowledge through which the justified are punished for sin?

Answer. We acknowledge the justice of an offended father, correcting, though in mercy, (and so it is a mixed justice,) the sins of the saints as sins.

93. What is the first reason for acknowledging this sort of punishment of the saints?

Answer. "Because the sins of the saints are not only the offending of divine revenging justice, but also, a wrong done against this mixed justice, and against the mercy and kindness of God, And therefore God doth pun​ish, in his own, sins as sins."

94. What is the second reason for acknowledging this sort of punishment of the saints?

Answer. "Those who are not to perish with the world, are, for this cause, (because they eat and drink un​worthily), sick, and punished with death. (1 Cor. 11:30,32,33.)"

95. Why is it "clearly against the text (1 Cor. 11), that Mr. Towne saith, That a justified person, having the least measure of faith, cannot eat and drink un​worthily"?

Answer. Because "faith doth no more hinder a justified person to receive the Lord's supper unworthily, than it doth hinder him to commit adultery, or incest, or to kill; and whosoever should come to the Lord's table under these sins, without repenting, should eat and drink unworthily; and such a sin may a believer ac​cording to God's heart (as David was) commit."

96. What is the difference between 'being unworthy' and 'eating unworthily'?

Answer. All believers, of themselves, are unworthy of Christ and salvation, but being in Christ by faith, they are counted worthy; and yet they may eat and drink unworthily.

97. What blasphemous conclusion is carried by Mr. Towne's sense that a justified person cannot sin, nor eat or drink unworthily, because faith maketh him worthy?

Answer. This "makes the way of grace a wanton merry way," as though the justified were freed from the law and from any danger of sinning: as though their being worthy and righteous in Christ, through justification, made their sinful deeds worthy and good deeds rather than sins.

98. What is the third reason for acknowledging a punishment of the saints?

Answer. "Nothing is more evident, than that David was punished according to the rule of that mixed and fatherly justice, which keeps a due proportion be​tween the sin and the punishment."

99. What is the fourth reason for acknowledging a punishment of the saints?

Answer. "Slay old and young—begin at my sanctuary." (Ezek. 9:6.) "And behold thou shalt be dumb—because thou believest not my word." (Luke 1:20.) The church of God, in terminis, saith so much: "The Lord is righteous, for I have rebelled against his commandment." (Lamen. 1:18,) "The yoke of my transgression is bound by his hand; they are wreath​ed, and come up upon my neck." (verse 14.) "Where​fore doth a living man complain, a man for the pun​ishment of his sin?" (chap. 3:39.)…."

100. What objection is brought against the example of the church's punishments?

Answer. "The church, consisting of mixed persons, good and bad, elect and reprobate, is, according to the wicked party, punished in justice, but not the believing party."

101. How is this objection answered?

Answer. "All Judah, good and ill, Jeremiah, Daniel, and all the holy seed, were involved with the perverse and obsti​nate idolaters, in the same common calamity of a sad captivity. And it was not the ill figs, and stiff-necked idolaters, that did confess the Lord's righteousness, and their own rebellion against the Lord," as the cause of this punishment.

102. What is the fifth reason for acknowledging a punishment of the saints?

Answer. The denial of this is "against the covenant, and threatenings thereof: [See scriptures cited.] No​thing is more evident, than that those who are in the covenant of grace, from whom God cannot remove the sure mercies of David, are visited for their iniquities, with temporal rods.

103. What is the sixth reason for acknowledging a punishment of the saints?

Answer. The denial of this is "against God's anger and displeasure at the sins of his own children; for God is really angry at his own children's sins; and why then doth he not punish them for their sins? 'The anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses.' (Exod. 4:14.) 'Also the Lord was angry with me for your sake.' (Deut. 1:37.)"

104. What is the seventh reason for acknowledging a punishment of the saints?

Answer. "The contrary error is founded upon two other errors."

105. What is the first error upon which the denial of such punishments of the saints is founded?

Answer. "That all afflictions are subservient officers and sergeants to the law; and so, they are signs of God's wrath, as is the law: And as believers are freed from the ruling power of the law, so also, from the rod. But this is false."

106. What maketh the same rod, to be a work of revenging justice, in the reprobate, and of justice mixed and tempered with mercy and fatherly kind​ness, in the other?

Answer. "Certainly, God's pleasure and wise intention, punishing for different ends, varieth the nature of the rods; so as an intention to take satisfactory vengeance on the reprobate, specifieth his rod, and maketh it punishment of black wrath, of salt and unmixed justice on him. And this intention, is an essential ingredient in satisfactory punishment. God writeth and engraveth upon the toothache of a reprobate, a parcel of hell; and he stampeth upon burning quick, racking and torturing, the engraving of heaven, of mercy and loving-kindness, in the be​liever. Bastard crosses, and lawfully begotten afflic​tions have the same father, but not the same mother."

107. What is the second error upon which the denial of punishments of the saints is founded?

Answer. "That Christ hath made a full atonement for sin, and fully satisfied justice for all that are justified in his blood; and therefore, they cannot be punished for sin themselves."

108. What is the first refutation of this second error?

Answer. "There is more in the con​clusion than in the premises; ergo, the justified cannot suffer satisfactory punishment for sin, either in whole or in part. This is most true; no man's gar​ments were ever dyed with one drop of red satisfactory vengeance for sin."

109. What is the second refutation of this second error?

Answer. "If this argument from Christ's suffering have nerves, it shall conclude, that the elect, before they be justi​fied, are never punished for sin, more than believing saints are; yea, that God is not displeased with Abraham's idolatry before his conversion, nor with Manasseh's blood, nor with Saul's persecution; be​cause Christ paid justice for sins of elect persons committed before justification, as for sins committed after justification."

110. What is the first use to be made of all this?

Answer. To be assured that "we can fetch no conclusion of a bad condition from affliction."

111. What is the first rule to be observed in affliction?

Answer. "We are neither to over-argue or under-argue, neither to faint, nor despise (Heb. 12). Conscience is too quick sighted after illumination, and too dull-sighted before."

112. What is the first reason why we argue from afflictions to God's hatred?

Answer. Because "there is a conscience of a conscience in a believer; that is, even in an enlightened conscience, there is some ill-conscience to deem ill of God."

113. What is the second reason why we argue from afflictions to God's hatred?

Answer. Because "we have not that love and charity to God, that we have to some friend. We have such a love to some dear friend, that all his blacks are white; his seeming injuries to us do not provoke us. We say, I can believe no evil of such a man; and we over-shoot ourselves in an over-charge and surfeit of charity, which proceedeth from an over-plus and dominion of love, to a creature. We are in the other extremity to God and Jesus Christ."

114. What is the third reason why we argue from afflictions to God's hatred?

Answer. "The flesh joineth with affliction against God: affliction whispereth wrath, justice, sin, and the flesh saith, That is very true; for flesh hateth God, and so, must slander his dispensation."

115. What is the first example of how we at times lean to the other direction and under-argue in affliction?

Answer. "We say, It is not the Lord. The Philistines doubted whether God had sent the emerods on them, for keeping the ark captive, or if chance had done it. It is grace to father the cross right."

116. What is the second example of how we under-argue in affliction?

Answer. "We look seldom spiritually on the cross: a carnal eye upon a cross is a plague. 'God's anger set him on fire round about, and he knew it not; and it burned him, and he laid it not to heart.' (Isa. 42:25.)"

117. What is the end of this senseless self-flattery?

Answer. "A dumb rod is twice a rod. We scarcely see what God is doing in this war; we are smitten of God in the dark. And so, wicked men never do come lawfully out of affliction; they see not God nor sin; and for that come they not out of prison by the king's keys, but they break the jail, and leap out of a window, the land is to see all the circumstances of this bloody war in these three kingdoms."

118. What is the second use to be made of this doctrine?

Answer. "We are to put a difference between God's afflicting one man, and a whole church. Now, God hath his fire in our Zion."

119. What is the first consideration about the fire that God now hath in our Zion?

Answer. "There be many vessels to be melted: a fire for an afternoon, or a war for a morning of a day, or a week, cannot do it. Seven days' sickness of a dying child, putteth David to go softly and in sack​cloth. Years are little enough to humble proud Scotland and England. God humbled Israel four hundred years and above, in Egypt, and kept them forty years in the wilderness; and Judah must lie smoking in the furnace seventy years."

120. What is the second consideration about the fire that God now hath in our Zion?
Answer. "One temple was forty-six years in building: God hath taken eighty years to reform England, and many years to reform Scotland, and the temple is not built yet: give to our Lord, time; hope, and wait on."

121. What is the third consideration about the fire that God now hath in our Zion?

Answer. "Babylon is a great cedar that cannot fall at the first stroke; it is not a work of one day or a year, to bring that prin​cess, the lady of nations, from her throne of glory, to sit in the dust, and take the millstones and grind meal."
