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By Samuel Rutherfurd
Question Set 35: Sermon 25
1237. What else may be learned from Christ’s answer to this woman, be it unto thee &c.?

Answer. “Faith obtaineth the most ex​cellent favours, refined mercies; and these are imme​diate favours, acts of immediate Omnipotency.”

1238. What creature intervenes between Christ’s command that the devil depart from this woman’s daughter, and the devil’s departing from this woman’s daughter?

Answer. None: Neither faith itself, nor any angel, nor any saint.

1239. What else is greater about the mercies of God as their immediacy is comparatively greater?

Answer. The greater the immediacy thereof, the greater love-expression is held forth therein.

1240. In what four things are seen the sweetness of those mercies given us immediately of God?

Answer. “(1.) In Christ;  (2.) Grace;  (3.) Glory;  (4.) Comfort.”

1241. What mediating cause moved God to give Christ to his people?

Answer. None. “Christ is God’s highest love-gift.”—and there is no other bottom to his being given, not even a single request or counsel of men or angels.

1242. Which is given more freely, Christ, or the grace of faith?

Answer. Christ, because the grace of faith is given in a certain order, being preceded by a hearing of the gospel, and a bringing of the sinner to a sense of his sin (though these also are both of God); but Christ is given before any such thing.

1243. Which is given more freely, Christ to die for us, or the remission of sins and eternal life?

Answer. “Christ given to die for sinners, is a more immediate and pure gift of grace, than remission of sins and eternal life, which are given to us upon con​dition of faith; whereas a Redeemer is given to die for us, without any condition, thought, desire, any sweat​ing or endeavour in man or angel.”

1244. What mediating cause in the life of the elect moves God to bestow saving grace upon them?

Answer. None. “The new heart is a creation; … Grace issueth im​mediately out of Christ’s heart; he hath no hire, no payment for it; non-payment, no money, is grace’s hire.”

1245. Why is heaven given to the saints?

Answer. Because it is the Father’s good pleasure: “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom,” Luke 12.32.

1246. How immediately shall comfort be brought to the saints?

Answer. “‘God shall wipe all tears from their eyes.’ (Rev. 21:21.) It is the sweeter, that no napkin, but his own immediate hand, shall wipe my sinful face.”

1247. How shall we see God when in heaven?

Answer. “In heaven, the vision of Him that sitteth upon the throne is immediate; the mirror or looking-glass of Word and Sacraments being removed, there is but a vision of God ‘face to face;’ (1 Cor. 13:12).”

1248. To whose face shall our eyes be directed in heaven?

Answer. Jesus Christ, & not any of the greatest of the saints.

1249. What shall be immediately wrought of God upon our senses when granted that immediate vision of him?

Answer. “The sweet immediate hand of Jesus Christ shall pluck the soul-delighting roses of the high garden, and hold them to your senses with an immediate touch, so as you shall see, behold, smell, and touch his hand with the rose, and when he shall put immediately in your mouth the apples of the tree of life, and the King himself shall make himself, as it were, your cup​bearer; for there shall be neither need of pastor, pro​phet, or of any Christian brother, but only Christ him​self, to hold to your head a cup of the water of life, ‘And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God, and of the Lamb.’ (Rev. 22:1,2.)”

1250. What is to be understood of John’s seeing those things of which he speaks in the Apocalypse?

Answer. This is not a mere seeing of the eye, or mere speculation, but a divine immediate revelation to the understanding and senses, whereby John may be said to have experienced or enjoyed those very things revealed.

1251. What analogy holds forth the difference between our present enjoyment of Jesus Christ, and that which we shall have hereafter?

Answer. “Messengers carry love-letters; now, there is no need of love-letters between the Lord Jesus and ‘the Bride, the Lamb’s wife,’ in this con​dition. Certain it is, a draught of such water at the well-head must be sweetest.”

1252. What are we to learn when word, ministry, pastors, prayer, and ordinances are not able to raise our spirits out of heavy desertions?

Answer. “No less than that mediation of means is but mediation of means, and Christ is Christ.”

1253. Is it thus our author’s intention to encourage Christians to seek after immediate inspirations?

Answer. Absolutely not, for, though we may admit of them in some cases, when truly from God, yet the point to be made is the comparison between means and Christ, which makes not means worthless, but makes their value to lie in bringing us to Christ.

1254. How then may the doctrine be applied to the experience of a believer?

Answer. “Is not this an experience of some who are brought to the margin and black borders of hell and despairing, all creature comforts having failed them, and they having received the sentence of the second death? Yet Christ cometh with an immediate glimpse, like a fire-flaught [flash of lightening] in the air, which letteth the lost and bewildered traveler, in an extremely dark night, see a lodging at hand, whereas otherwise he should have fallen in a pit and lost himself: and in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, the Lord having rebuked the winds and the stormy tempests in the soul, there is a calm and peace, (Psalm 31:22; Jonah 2:4).”

1255. How far below Christ are all means and ordinances, as the deputies of Christ?

Answer. They compare as compare art & nature itself, or physic, and a painted representation of physic. The one is really effectual, the other hath no efficacy in itself, though it declares the power of God to the senses of men.

1256. Though there might be some excellent smell or appearance to it, if all of the great apostles, prophets, & patriarchs, & other saints were gathered together, yet what must be said of this?

Answer. It is but a mediate excellency, and comes of Christ himself.

1257. How do we defraud our spirits of much of the sweetness of Jesus Christ & his salvation?

Answer. “We go no further in our desires than to creature excellency; we rest on mediate comforts, because mediate: painted things do work but objectively: only a painted meadow casteth no smell, a painted tree bringeth forth no ap​ples; the comforts and sweetness of the creatures have somewhat of daubing in them, in comparison of Jesus Christ; all reality, and truth of excellency, is in him.”

1258. What doth God, to prevent his people from so running after the creature and resting upon the means themselves in religion?

Answer. He mars the borrowed influence of means, and, in days of great things, puts forth many immediate acts of omnipotency, that the honour and glory thereof may be taken from means, and given to himself.

1259. What are some scripture examples of this?

Answer. (1) He directed the people of Israel by Moses, but brought them to the Red Sea, where Moses could not save them. (2) He made not use of Nature to feed his people, but gave them water from a rock, and bread from heaven. (3) He brought down the walls of the city of Jericho without a single device of man….

1260. How was the temple of God rebuilt?

Answer. “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.” (Zech. 4:6.)

1261. What is to be said of God’s working by angels?

Answer. “Although angels be creatures, yet the Lord’s action by them is more immediate, than when he worketh by natural causes.”

1262. How may the contrasts between the immediate workings of God and the workings of men & devils be compared in the case of the Ark of the Covenant?

Answer. “There is a bloody war at the taking of the ark, and thirty thousand footmen of Israel killed, (1 Sam. 4:10,11,) but there is not a sword drawn when it is rescued. The ark cometh home,—it is alone God’s immediate providence that driveth and acteth upon two milch kine to bring it home again, (1 Sam. 6:12-14).”

1263. Why would it be rather a curse if we had our salvation from the creature?

Answer. “That which maketh salvation to be salvation, is, that God hath a finger of power, and an influence of free grace in it. Oh, but this putteth the lustre, sweetness, and smell of heaven on it, that it is ‘the salva​tion of the Lord,’ (Exod. 14:13).”

1264. What ought to be ascribed to secondary causes in the matter of our salvation?

Answer. Nothing. Under-causes are but “idol-causes” if anything thereof is ascribed to them. “The Lord worketh all our works for us” (Isa. 26:12).

1265. Why did Rutherford believe that God would continue to mar all the armies, parliaments, councils, and undertakings of his day, in the war against Babylon?

Answer. “That more of Christ may appear in these wars, than in other wars.” So that, when salvation cometh, the three nations may praise God, saying, “Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name be the glory.” [Psalm 115.]

1266. Why is Asa accounted by Scripture as to be blamed for seeking to Physicians when he was diseased in his feet?

Answer. Because, though it be lawful to make use of physicians, yet Asa, we are told by scripture, “did not seek the Lord in his sickness.” All his hope and confidence was lodged in the physicians themselves, as though they could do anything.

1267. What is the blasphemous implication of our leaning the more upon the creature and secondary causes than we do upon God when it comes to weighty matters that we are much concerned about?

Answer. It suggests, “We are afraid we give God too much to do, or more than he is able to bear.”

1268. What is the fault of sailors in this point?

Answer. “When we sail, we seem to betrust ourselves to the Lord and the sea; but the truth is, often we trust more to the strong ship, than to the sea or the Lord.”

1269. How did David’s faith show itself, when confronted with a choice of punishments for his sin?

Answer. Then he placed his confidence in God, and chose that judgment that had nothing of man in it, that all the mercy he should hope for might be the mercy of God.

1270. How are we guilty of thinking Christ dependent in this point when it comes to practicals concerning the state of his church?

Answer. “Alas, we think Christ is not Christ, except the king help him; religion is not religion, except worldly thrones bear it up.”

1271. On the contrary, how much support does the Gospel need from this world?

Answer. “The gospel is a very immediate thing; the ‘lily amongst the thorns,’ is Christ’s lily; the church stands more im​mediately by Christ, than any worldly thing doth.” If kings & thrones are dependent upon so many other worldly things, as armies, multitudes, &c., then we ought not reckon the gospel as dependent upon such things that are so weak and dependent themselves, for God shall bear up what he will, howsoever he is pleased, and they and all their strength shall not continue without his willing sustaining.
