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Question Set 24: Sermon 21
832. What three things are contained in the last passage of our text?

Answer. "(1) A commendation of the woman, given to her by Christ in her face. (2) An answer according to her desire. (3) The effect of her praying with instancy and pressing importunity of faith: the devil is cast out of her daughter."

833. What three things are overcome by instancy of praying in faith?

Answer. "Instancy of pray​ing in faith, will overcome God, and Satan, and all the saddest temptations that can befall the child of God."

834. What is prayer?

Answer. Prayer is a messenger dispatched to God in the court of heaven.

835. What is our duty when we have once sent up our prayers to God?

Answer. Then we are to look up to heaven, keeping watch and waiting for the answer of our prayers.

836. How does prayer put a challenge upon God?

Answer. Prayer puts a challenge upon God for his covenant's sake and his promise, insofar as by his word he binds himself, being ever true and faithful.

837. How did Isaiah appeal to God's covenant in Isa. 63.18,19?

Answer. By pleading on the basis of the fact that Israel, and Judah, were called by the name of the true and living God.

838. What is the basis for his argument in verse 17?

Answer. Here he appeals to the fact that God's servants are his own inheritance, purchased by the blood of Christ, according to the terms of the eternal & immutable Covenant of Redemption.

839. What is the third great operation of prayer?

Answer. Prayer provokes and even drives God to great straits and suffering, as it were, "even to the moving of his soul," as a Father's bowels are moved for the sake of his children.

840. What is the fourth great operation of prayer?

Answer. Prayer moves God to work when he was before silent and still to our observation, as though he were awakened from a sleep, and immediately arose to some mighty work of omnipotency.

841. What is the fifth great operation of prayer?

Answer. Prayer, as it were, puts the crown of glory upon Christ's head, insofar as it ascribes all glory and honour unto him, and also is that which is answered only in the crowning of Christ with honour and glory as his kingdom is established and brought into submission unto him. Thus, "thy kingdom come," anticipates the coming of Christ's Kingdom, and has the promise of being heard and fulfilled in its appointed season.

842. How is the glory of infinite justice, and saving grace in the redemption of men, like a fair rose?

Answer. In this life, the glory of these things is much hidden from our eyes, though it is no less in itself, as the rose has life and being while yet enclosed within its green leaves; but when it is once brought forth, then the glory thereof is exposed to be seen and adored openly and visibly.

843. How ought we to think of that prayer, "Even so, come Lord Jesus"?

Answer. It is a "summons for the last judgment, for the full manifestation of the highest glory of Christ, in the final and consummate illustration of free grace and mercy, in the complete redemption of all the prisoners of hope, only for the declaration of the supreme Judge's glory; who shall then do execution on Satan, his angels, Antichrist, and all slaves of hell: so that though prayer made not the world, yet it may unmake it, and set up a new heaven and a new earth."

844. What is the sixth great operation of prayer?

Answer. "Prayer is a binding of God, that he cannot depart; and layeth chains on his hands, and buildeth a wall or an hedge of thorns in his way, that he cannot destroy his people." Yet it is not as though God were hereby bound against his will, for he complains when there is none to "make up the hedge, and stand in the gap." (Ezek. 22:30.)

845. What is the seventh great operation of prayer?

Answer. Prayer offers heavenly violence to God, which may be taken in divers expressions.

846. What is the first example of this heavenly violence?

Answer. "The faithful watchmen pray and cry to God so hard, that they give the Lord no rest, no silence, till he establish Jerusa​lem. (Isa. 62:6,7.)"

847. What is the second example of this heavenly violence?

Answer. "Praying is a sort of striving with the Lord: 'I beseech you,—strive with me, in prayers to God for me.' (Rom. 15:30)."

848. What is the third example of this heavenly violence?

Answer. "Jacob by prayer wrestled with the Lord; and the Lord, as if he had been straitened, saith, 'Send me away, dismiss me. And Jacob said, I will not dismiss thee, till thou bless me:' (Gen. 32.)"

849. How did Jacob attain a new name on this occasion?

Answer. He was then called Israel, because he had "a princedom in prayer over God."

850. What is the scope of the parable of the widow in Luke 18?

Answer. "That prayers without fainting, putteth such a labour and a trouble upon God, that he must hear and answer the desires of his children. So doth the Lord resemble himself to a master of a family gone to bed with his children, who yet being wearied by the knocking of his neighbour, cannot choose but rise in the night, and lend him bread, to strangers come to his house."

851. What is the eighth great operation of prayer?

Answer. "Some also say, that prayer commandeth God, as Isa. 45:11: 'Ask of me things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hand command ye me.'"

852. What is the first use to be made of these considerations regarding prayer?

Answer. "If prayer prevail over God and Christ, even to the overcoming of the Devil, then much more will a praying people prevail over hell and malignants."

853. Why were it wisdom for Malignants to yield to the people of God?

Answer. Because the people of God "can by prayer set Omnipotency on work, and engage the Strength of Israel against them."

854. What else is included in Christ's prayers for the perfecting of his own body and gathering in of his first-born?

Answer. In Christ's prayers for the good of his church, is also "a curse up​on all those that hinder the gathering in of his flock. Woe to the enemies, then, against whom our Intercessor prayeth curses."

855. What is the second use to be made of these considerations regarding prayer?

Answer. If any are discouraged, and think that they cannot fight for Christ, let them "set the whole wheels of Omnipotency on work," by betaking themselves to God in prayer.

856. How ought we to wage our war with Antichrist?

Answer. By prayer, for "prayer can yoke all the swords in Europe against the Whore."

857. What great accomplishment can children and poor maids attain unto by prayer?

Answer. By prayer, even these “may put the crown on Christ's head, and hold up his throne, and may store and increase heaven by praying, ‘Thy kingdom come,’ and enlarge hell, and fill the pits with the dead bodies of Christ’s enemies; and may, by prayer, bind kings in fetters, chain up and confine devils, subdue kingdoms.”

858. What three things are to be considered in explaining the words, "Great is thy faith"?

Answer. "(1) What faith is. (2) What a great faith is. (3) Why he saith 'thy faith,' appropriating it to the woman."

859. What five things are to be spoken to concerning faith itself?

Answer. "Of Faith I shall speak, (1) A word of preparations for faith; (2) Of the grounds and necessary motives to faith; (3) Of the ingredients of faith; (4) Of the sinner's war​rants to believe; (5) Of divers sorts of false and ill rooted faiths."
