The TRYAL & TRIVMPH of FAITH

By Samuel Rutherfurd
Question Set 26: Sermon 21
886. What is the third thing to be spoken to concerning faith?

Answer. The ingredients of faith.

887. What is the first thing within us that withstands Jesus Christ?

Answer. There are within us great strongholds of high thoughts and discourses in the mind that are set against Christ Jesus.

888. What must be done to all of the thoughts of man, the which if it be not done, they must be utterly killed?

Answer. As the scripture says, all thoughts must be led captive to the obedience of faith. (2 Cor. 10.5.)

889. What is the root of all unbelief?

Answer. "There was never an act of unbelief in any, but it grew out of this proud and rank stalk of a lofty wit."

890. How then shall any man come to faith?

Answer. That which flesh and blood cannot reveal, is revealed by the Father from heaven through his Son Jesus Christ.

891. What is a second thing that is contrary to faith?

Answer. High and strong affections to the creature are contrary to the low and creeping affections to the creature which characterize faith.

892. What is the first example of when the affections "are big with child of the creature"?

Answer. When "they are strained and swelled in their acts."

893. What ought to be thought of one whose affections so run after the creatures?

Answer. That his "faith is no faith, but a delusion."

894. What might be concluded about a man whose talk is all about his riches and full barns?

Answer. That he has "neither faith nor hope towards eternity."

895. What characterizes faith in its relation to the world?

Answer. "Faith hath but half words and half affections touching the world; half acts, or broken acts in the affections, closing with the creature."

896. How is it that, to faith, to be crucified with Christ, is not to be dead.

Answer. To faith, to be crucified with Christ is to live anew with him by faith because Christ lives in the believer.

897. What affections are not clipped and halved by faith?

Answer. "Faith clippeth nothing from the utmost and most superlative pitch of the love of God, of desire, fear, sorrow, joy, as they act upon God; but addeth."

898. How are faith's half-acts toward the world described in 1 Cor. 7.29-31?

Answer. "Having wives, having not wives; weeping, not weeping; rejoicing, not rejoicing; buying, not pos​sessing; using the world, not using the world."

899. Is heaven itself the proper object of the soul's chief affections?

Answer. No, for without Christ, heaven is but a mere creature, and though it be excellent, yet, "The heavens, even all of them, shall wax old like a garment." (Psalm 102:26.)

900. What is the proper relation between the creatures and the affections of a believer?

Answer. "The creatures are below the affections of the believer, and his affections conquer them, as having the vantage of the mount above all the creatures."

901. What is the relation between the creatures and a "temporary believer"?

Answer. The parable in Matt. 13.7-22, instructs us that the thorns and cares of riches already had place in the heart of the temporary believer, and, being his first and greatest love, easily carried him away again.

902. What does scripture teach us is the Christian Martyr's affection to this world?

Answer. As they "had strong acts of faith and love toward a better resurrec​tion," so they would not commit the least sin in order to preserve there lives. Heb. 11.35. See also, Rev. 12. 11, "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death."

903. What is the activity of strong faith towards the world?

Answer. "It is a soul's strong faith, that bringeth him to wonder at nothing; never to love much, nor fear much, nor sorrow much, nor joy much, nor weep much, nor laugh much, nor hope much, nor despair much, when the creature is the object of all these acts."

904. What is the third ingredient of faith?

Answer. The third ingredient of faith is a self-forsaking.

905. What is the first way in which faith denies self?

Answer. Faith denies self by affirming and saying Ay to Grace, accounting all the glory of its labours as due to God, who has so wrought by his grace to accomplish whatsoever good has been done by us.

906. Is it self-denial when the Antinomians deny that there are any inherent graces in the believer?

Answer. No. This is "grace-denial and God-denial; deny the work of the Spirit, and deny himself."

907. What is the second way in which faith denies self?

Answer. When self pleads for some allowance to the flesh and license to sin, here faith denies self rather than God, and answers self that faith owes him no such thing.

908. What is the third way in which faith denies self?

Answer. "Faith putteth the soul into that condition, that self may be plucked from self without great vio​lence,"—and thus it is ready to suffer all things for the sake of Jesus Christ?

909. What is the fourth ingredient of faith?

Answer. There is a denial of the creature.

910. In what does this creature-denial consist?

Answer. Faith trusts in no creature, but compels the believer to remove his trust from all creatures and depend upon God alone, because salvation is wholly God's, and the glory of it due to no creature.

911. May we not then make use of means and instruments for our salvation?

Answer. Means and instruments have their place, but are never to be relied upon in themselves, nor viewed as necessary to the salvation we expect from God, who is not tied to the use of such things.

912. What is the fifth ingredient of faith?

Answer. Faith "is bottomed upon the sense and pain of a lost condition."

913. Who are those that are most fit for Christ and heaven?

Answer. "There be none so fit for Christ and heaven, as those who are self-sick, and self-condemned to hell."

914. How does Satan ride upon the weakness of many?

Answer. By proving to the sinner what is already obvious, that he is not worthy of Christ.

915. But, contrary to Satan's false logic, how ought one to argue?

Answer. "Because I am unworthy of Christ, and out of measure sinful, and I find it is so, (Satan and con​science teaching me that truth, to bring me on a false conclusion,) therefore ought I,​—therefore must I,—come to Christ, unworthy as I am."—For this is Christ's office, to save those who are worthy of destruction.

916. What is the sixth ingredient of faith?

Answer. The sixth ingredient of faith is the sinner's laying hold upon the promise.

917. What is the first thing to be noted about the manner in which faith lays hold of God's promises?

Answer. Faith does not lay hold upon the promises simply, but "in relation to the precept."

918. Wherein do the Antinomians err here?

Answer. The faith of the Antinomians is to plunge their presumptuous foul souls into the precious promises of God, as though these promises were made to sinners as sinners, and not specifically such sinners as are expressed in the promises.

919. Why is this Antinomian faith contrary to true faith?

Answer. True faith is "an act of a sinner humbled, wearied, laden, poor, self-condemned,"—pride and self-confidence being incompatible with faith in the righteousness of Christ and reliance upon God.

920. How do the Antinomians hereby stumble the Papists and Arminians?

Answer. This faith of the Antinomians is the very "absolute and loose faith" that the Papists and Arminians slander Protestants as teachers of, when they argue for their preparations and works and merits preceding faith according to natural free-will.

921. What is the contrast of the Legalists and the Antinomians?

Answer. "And so the Papist and Arminian on the one extremity, enthroneth Nature, and extolleth proud merit, and abaseth Christ and free grace. The Familist, libertine, and Antinomian, on a contrary extre​mity and opposition, turn man into a block, and make him a mere patient in the way to heaven; and, under pretence of exalting Christ and free grace, set up the flesh, liberty, license, looseness on the throne, and make the way to heaven on the other extremity, as broad, as to comply with all presumptuous proud, fleshly men, walking after their lusts, and yet, as they dream, believing in Christ."

922. What is the second thing to be noted about the manner in which faith lays hold of God's promises?

Answer. "The soul seeth Christ in all his beauty, excellency, treasures of free grace, lapped up with the curtain of many precious promises."

923. Can the natural man see this beauty in Christ and his promises?

Answer. He may see in these promises words of gold, but he cannot smell & taste the unsearchable riches of Christ. He cannot meditate upon them or embrace them in their true heavenly excellency.

924. What is the third thing to be noted about the manner in which faith lays hold of God's promises?

Answer. Literal knowledge of Christ, is not in the power of natural men; but… the light of the gospel worketh as a natural agent.

925. What is the first "bad sign" in a natural spirit?

Answer. "His light, which is but literal, is a burden to him; it but vexeth him to know Christ; and if a beam of light fall in on the apple of the eye of a natural conscience, it is as a thorn between the bone and the flesh."

926. What is the second "bad sign" in a natural spirit?

Answer. "Though a promise should dispute and argue Christ in at the door of the natural man's soul, as the gospel, by way of arguing, may do much, (John 7:28; 12:37; Heb. 11:1), the word of the gospel being a rational convincing syllogism,… yet men may see the principles and the conclusion, and hate and prac​tically suspend the assent from the conclusion."

927. What is the third "bad sign" in a natural spirit?

Answer. "Conversion is feared as a great danger by natural men, lest the promises put them on the pain, and the main mill of godliness."

928. What is the fourth thing to be noted about the manner in which faith lays hold of God's promises?

Answer. "The true believer's soul hath influence on the promises to act upon them, to draw comfort out of them: 'Unless thy law had been my delight, I should have perished in mine affliction.' (Psalm 119:92.) 'My soul fainteth for thy salvation: but I hope in thy word.' (verse 81.)"

929. Wherein do the reciprocal operations of God’s promises upon sinners and sinners upon God’s promises fail in the case of a man still in nature?

Answer. "The promise may act upon the natural spirit, to move and affect him; but he can put forth no vital act upon the promise to embrace it, or lay hold upon the promise."

930. What is the fifth thing to be noted about the manner in which faith lays hold of God's promises?

Answer. “Faith under fainting, and great straits, can so improve the promise, as to put an holy and modest challenge upon God.”——“Put me in remembrance, let us plead together.” (Isa. 43:26).
