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Question Set 29: Sermon 23
1015. What is the fifth characteristic of a great faith?

Answer. “The more that the word of promise hath influence in be​lieving, and the less of convincing reason and appear​ances, the greater faith.”

1016. What three things concurred to demonstrate the greatness of Abraham’s faith, as related to this point?

Answer. (1) That which was promised was contrary to nature. (2) He had only one promise for his faith to take hold of. (3) Yet he staggered not at the promises through unbelief.

1017. What did Abraham have to sustain his faith when he set about killing his son?

Answer. “Only a naked commandment of God.”

1018. What is a rotten and sandy foundation for faith to stand upon?

Answer. “Inspirations beside and without the word, are the natural faith’s unwritten traditions.”

1019. Where ought Faith ever to be situated?

Answer. “Faith is seated most firmly on a word of Him who is able to perform what he hath said.”

1020. What is the stability of the plots and actions of the wicked?

Answer. “Wicked men are seeking good in blood, in wars, in the destruction of the church, of the reformation and cove​nant of God; yet their actions are not seated on a word of promise, but on a threatening that destruction shall come on them as a whirlwind.”

1021. What is the sixth characteristic of a great faith?

Answer. “That is a strong faith, which can forego much for Christ, and the hope of heaven.”

1022. What wonderfully declares the respect that Jacob had to the promise of God regarding the land of Canaan?

Answer. Though he was a stranger in the land, so that his circumstances spoke so much against the promise, that it should ever be fulfilled, let alone that it was then, yet, he “disposed of it in his testament,” as having full right to the land by virtue of the promise of God.

1023. Wherein stood the woman’s greatness of faith, as related to this point?

Answer. “The woman’s faith is great in this;—she looked for a temporary deliver​ance from Satan’s power to her daughter, under the no​tion of one of the sure mercies of David, and that by faith, which inheriteth all the promises.”

1024. What is the seventh characteristic of a great faith?

Answer. “It is great faith to pray, and persevere, and watch unto praying, as this woman did, when Christ seemeth to forbid to pray.”

1025. Wherein stood the greatness of Jacob’s faith, as related to this point?

Answer. When Christ said to him, “Let me alone,” he would not, but rather answered, “I will not let thee alone, I must pray on till thou bless me.”

1026. What is the eighth characteristic of a great faith?

Answer. “Great boldness in the faith, argueth great faith.”

1027. What three things are to be found in faith, when considered as a great faith through boldness.

Answer. (1) “An agony and a wrestling of faith.” (2) “A great measure of persuasion and conviction, with full and hoisted-up sails in believing.” (3) “A heavenly stoutness and daring, in venturing with familiarity unto the throne of grace, is a strong faith, (Heb. 10:22; 4:16).”

1028. What is the ninth characteristic of a great faith?

Answer. A great faith is such as so moves a man, that he will even sing psalms in the stocks, as did Paul and Silas, so that he rejoices in all his sufferings for Jesus Christ.

1029. What is the tenth characteristic of a great faith?

Answer. It will “wait in patience for God all the day long.”

1030. What are the reasons for our weakness of faith?
Answer. (1) We find instances of the people of God, and ourselves like to them, wearied and tired, having suffered long, with no evident outgate, because we know not what great miracles the Lord may work. (2) Those within the furnace of affliction can see no order in the furnace, and it is only by faith that one may see any wisdom in what God is working by such crooked instruments.

1031. How much do prelates, papists, & malignants understand of what God is working by them?

Answer. No more than the axe or saw know of the art of him that wields them.

1032. But what may be observed, by faith, in all the wicked plottings and devices of these wicked men?

Answer. “God, by a fire of their kindling, is burning them​selves, and taking away the tin and brass, and repro​bate metal, and refining the Spouse of Christ; they serve a great service, but know not the master of the work.”

1033. What is the eleventh characteristic of a great faith?

Answer. “An humble faith, such as was in this woman, is a great faith. The more sins that are pardoned, as it inferreth the more love to Christ, (Luke 7:47,) so the unworthier a soul is in itself to believe pardon in Christ, argueth the greater faith.”

1034. In what instance did Christ declare humble faith to be the greatest faith in Israel?

Answer. “Christ esteemeth it the greatest faith in Israel, that the centurion abaseth himself, as one unworthy to come under one roof with him; and that he exalteth Christ in his omnipotency, to believe that he can command all diseases at his nod, (Matt. 8:8-10).”

1035. What is the twelfth characteristic of a great faith?

Answer. “A strong desire of a communion with Christ, is an argument of a strong faith.”

1036. Why is it that Faith desires union with Christ?

Answer. “The reason is, strong faith cometh from strong love; and strong coals of desiring to be dissolved, and to be with Christ, (Phil. 1:23,) burneth in at heaven’s door.”

1037. What is the result of this fervour of love?

Answer. It makes all time to seem to progress too slowly: “The fervour of love challengeth time, and the slow-moving wheels of years and months, and reckoneth an hour for a day, and a day for a year, ‘Oh, when wilt thou come to me?’ (Psalm 101:2).”

1038. What caution is set down respecting the longing of faith?

Answer. “Faith, in regard of love, and desire of union with God, is swift, and hath strong motions for a union; yea, a love-sickness to be at the top of the mount, to be satiated with a feast of Christ’s enjoyed face; but, in regard of a wise assurance, that God’s time is fittest, it maketh no haste. So, to wait on, and to haste, may stand together, (2 Pet. 3:10).”

1039. What is the thirteenth characteristic of a great faith?

Answer. “Faith effectual by, or with child of love and good works, is a strong faith.”

1040. What may be said of a faith that is void of all doubting?

Answer. “A faith void of all doubting, is not [necessarily] a weak faith, nor yet [necessarily] the strong faith.”

1041. How, first, do the Antinomians err in this point?

Answer. “‘After the revelation of the Spirit, neither devil nor sin can make the soul to doubt,’ say they.”—Rise, Reign, and ruine of Antinomians, Er. 32, pag. 6.

1042. How is this first error refuted?

Answer. “Yea, but the spirit of revelation was in Jeremiah, who doubted when he complained to God of God; (Jer. 15:18). Wilt thou be to me altogether as a liar, and as waters that fail? (Jer. 20:7-9, 14-16.)”—and other examples.

1043. Secondly, What foul error is implied by this?

Answer. “This is like the foul error of the Arminians, who, with the Socinians, hold, that as there be three degrees of believers, {1.} Some babes; {2.} Some aged; so there is a third sort of truly perfect ones, who do not sin from the root of concupiscence.”

1044. What is the extreme to which some libertines take these errors?

Answer. “Hence some libertines say, those that are in Christ can no more sin, and not walk with God, than the sun can leave off to give light, or fire to cast heat, or a fountain to send out streams, in regard that the Spirit actuateth them to walk with God by such a necessary impulsion that destroyeth all freedom of will; and if they sin, they are not to be blamed, be​cause the Spirit moveth them not to abstinence from sin, and to holy walking.”

1045. Does this notion bear any resemblance to what is testified by the consciences of the greatest believers?

Answer. No. “But Paul, ‘a chosen vessel,’ and a strong believer, complaineth of the indwelling of sin, of his carnality, and the flesh lusting against the spirit, and of his captivity under sin, (Rom. 7:14-17,) which must argue his imperfect faith, liable to the distemper of sinful doubtings.”

1046. What other great error of the Antinomians must be rejected?

Answer. “That to call in question, whether God be my Father after, or upon the com​mission of some heinous sins, as murder, incest, etc., doth prove a man to be in the covenant of works.”
