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386. What is the first objection against the orthodox doctrine concerning the believer's relation to the Law of God?

Answer. There can be no separation between the commanding and condemning powers of the law. If it cannot condemn, it is no law.

387. How is this objection answered?

Answer. "To condemn, may well be removed from the law; it could not condemn Adam, before sin entered in the world; it cannot condemn the holy, elect, and sinless angels; yet it had, and hath a commanding and obliging power to command and direct both: to condemn, is accidental to the law, as the state of sin is accidental to man. (2.) The law may speak by way of direction to believers, but cannot speak to them by way of actual condemnation, because Christ hath removed the curse."

388. What is the next objection of the Antinomians that is to be considered?

Answer. "Holiness, and walking in the way of holiness, contributeth not one jot to salvation, as causes, or as the way thereto—Christ hath done that perfectly."

389. What three things are to be considered in answer to this?

Answer. "(1.) The will of God to save; yea, and to justify the ungodly. (2.) The law-right to righteousness and salvation. (3.) Actual salvation."

390. What is the cause and motive of God's eternal election to glory, or, his willing to save and to justify?

Answer. Only the free will and good pleasure of God: not either our merits nor faith, nor even the merits of Christ himself.

391. What is the cause of our law-right to righteousness and salvation?

Answer. "Christ's merits, not faith, not holiness in us, must be the cause of our law-right to righteousness and glory: Christ alone gave the price of redemption for us."

In these two notions, works of holiness have no footing in the work.

392. How is holiness necessary to salvation?

Answer. Holiness is necessary insofar as it is a part of actual salvation itself. Thus, holiness is the way of salvation as salvation is a way of holiness, and such a way as we are commanded to take, "Be ye holy, as I am holy," and warned not to leave, as without it none can see God.

393. What do the Antinomians object against the Protestant use of Rev. 2.7, and 3.21?

Answer. They assert that, "Overcoming is by faith."

394. What is Mr. Rutherford's reply?

Answer. "Faith, to libertines, is but a believing that Christ hath overcome in their person and place; for faith is no more to them a condition or way to salvation, than good works: For faith (say they) is not Christ; Christ only is the way to heaven."

395. What things must "overcoming" be in Rev. 3.21, for Christ's promise to not be in vain?

Answer. (1) Overcoming must be a duty required of us, the accomplishment of which will coincide with our entrance into life eternal. (2) Overcoming must be something more than believing that Christ has overcome for us, unless we will say that one may deny the faith and yet lay claim to this promise of Christ.

396. Do Christians look upon their walking in the way to glory as the meritorious price of that glory?

Answer. No, Christians look upon their walking in the way to glory as the only way to come to that glory, and yet no more the price thereof than walking to a palace purchases a right to that palace.

397. What is the third objection of the Antinomians here considered?

Answer. "But we are saved by Christ's merits before we can do any good works; then good works come not, to perfect and make up salvation."

398. What are the two answers given to this?

Answer. (1) "So are we, in regard to right of purchase, saved before we believe; yet that hindereth not, but faith is a way to salvation." (2) "This concludeth, that good works are no cause, or way, or mean of obtaining the right of purchase to redemption, which we yield; but not, that we are actually saved without walking in the way, called the 'way of holiness, which the unclean shall not pass over.' (Isa. 35:8.)"

399. What is the fourth objection of the Antinomians?

Answer. "We are to do good works, from the prin​ciple of the love of Christ constraining us, not from the law commanding, or directing us."

400. How is this answered?

Answer. "These are no way contrary: the regenerate, from both principles, are to walk in love and holiness as Christ did. The law directing is not abolished by grace, or by love to Christ, and this is no other than the reasoning of old libertines."

401. If we cannot draw the Libertine conclusions that Paul rejects, what must we conclude about the law?

Answer. We must conclude that we are commanded not to sin, and that the Gospel and Grace forbid the same as well.

402. How are believers even more obliged to abstain from sin than others?

Answer. "Christ layeth new bands of love, and obligation to thankfulness on us, not to sin, but removeth not the ancient bounds."

403. What is the fifth objection of the Antinomians?

Answer. "The law is a letter of death and bondage, and can never convert the soul—only the gospel doth that; for in the gospel, grace is given to obey what is commanded: Therefore, your law-preachers lead men from the foundation, Christ."

404. How is this answered?

Answer. "The letter of the law, without the spirit of Christ, cannot convert any, nor can the letter of the gospel, or gospel threatenings without the spirit of grace, convert any. Both law and gospel, separated from the spirit, are alike in this; and neither law nor gospel, according to this reasoning, should be preached."

405. In what three things are the Libertines here confuted?

Answer. (1) "[They say] that the due searching and knowledge of the Scriptures, is not a safe and sure way of searching and finding Christ: The word saith the contrary, (Ps. 19:7-9; Acts 10:43; Rom. 3:21; John 5:39; Luke 1:70,71)." (2) "[They say that] to do any thing by virtue of a commandment, is a law-way, not a gospel obedience: this is contrary to Ps. 119:6,11,43,44; and 2 Pet. 1:19,20; 2 Tim. 3:16." (3) "[They say that] all verbal cove​nants, and the word written, is but a covenant of works, and taketh men off from Christ; and the whole letter of the Scripture holdeth forth a covenant of works. All doctrines, revelations, and spirits, are to be tried by Christ, rather than by the Word."

406. Who "standeth and knocketh" without the law and testimony?

Answer. Satan and his ministers.

407. What is the sum of this error?

Answer. "They con​demn the Scriptures and the preaching of the Word because nothing can avail us to salvation without the Spirit."

408. What three various crimes are the Libertines hereby made guilty of?

Answer. (1) They "condemn the wisdom of our Lord, who hath appointed, that faith should come by hearing, and that the things that are written, are written, 'that we in believing might have eternal life,' (John 20:31)." (2.) They "fetter the free opera​tion of the Spirit, whose wind bloweth when he listeth, to the preaching of the Word." (3.) They "make Christ's death, resurrection, ascension, and intercession at the right hand of God, which all must be the mar​row of the evangel, things merely legal, and things belonging to the covenant of works; because all those, without the grace of the Spirit, are merely fruitless to many thousands."

409. What is the sixth objection of the Antinomians to be refuted?

Answer. "But repentance in the New Testament, is nothing else but the change of the mind, and to be of another mind, than to seek righteousness by the works of the law; even to seek it in Christ alone: and mortification, is but the apprehension of sin slain by Christ, and so, repentance is a part of faith, though repentance in the Old Testament was to bewail sin, and forsake it."

410. What answers are given to this objection?

Answer. This is to "dally with Christ," as though by believing our righteousness to be in Christ, we had well done our duty as to sanctification and mortification. 

411. What absurdities may be concluded from so redefining 'sanctification' and 'mortification'?

Answer. (1) "That we are justified by repentance and by mortifica​tion." (2) "That repentance layeth hold on Christ's righteousness." (3) "That as to believe only, without works, doth justify and save; so to repent only (that is, to change the mind, and apprehend righteousness, not in works, but in Christ) without all holiness and forsaking of sin, should save us."

412. Is the 'light' of the Antinomians a 'new light'?

Answer. No. "This is clearly the way of the old Gnostics, who placed all holi​ness in mere knowledge and apprehension of God's will, without love or obedience."

413. What is repentance?

Answer. "Repentance is sorrow according to God, (1 Cor. 7:9,10; James 4:9,) and eschewing evil, and doing good, (1 Pet. 3:11,) and the 'crucifying of the old man, and the lusts thereof, as fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affec​tion, evil concupiscence, covetousness,' (Col. 3:5). And these are commanded in the New Testament, as the very lesson of the grace of God, (Tit. 2:11)."

414. How were those of the Old Testament "under tutors and bondage"?

Answer. Not as though they were obliged to repentance and we not, or as though they were bound to the moral law in a way in which we are not, but (1) "in regard of the carnal commandment of ceremonies, the cognisance of our bloody demerit held forth in bloody sacrifices." (2) "In regard, less of Christ and the sweetness of the gospel was then known, and the law chased harder the guilty to Christ."

415. How were those of the Old Testament in a like condition with us?

Answer. "(1.) Servile obedience, through apprehension of legal terrors, was never com​manded in the spiritual law of God to the Jews, more than to us. (2.) The Jews were not justified by the works of the law more than we; but by faith in Christ, as well as we, (Acts 15:11; Acts 10:42,43; Heb. 11; 1 Cor. 10:1-3)."

416. Why is it blasphemy to say that repentance was a sorrow for sin, and forsaking of it uniquely in the Old Testament?

Answer. Because it implies a license to sin and turns grace into wantonness under the New Testament.
