The TRYAL & TRIVMPH of FAITH

By Samuel Rutherfurd
Question Set 19: Sermon 19, List 2. 

705. What is the third position stated by Rutherford?

Answer. "Christ was made sin, or imputed the sinner, and died for us sinners. The second Adam, "the First-begotten among many brethren," suffered for his younger brethren, and so, by free consenting to be our Surety, and to die for us,—he was made by law-account sin for us, as the sinner, to die for us, and the Lord laid upon him the iniqui​ties of us all."

706. What affirmation of the Antinomians is to be judged as blasphemy?

Answer. "By this transaction of sin upon Christ, Christ doth now become, or did become, when our sins were laid on him, as really and truly the person that did all these sins, as these men who did commit them, really and truly had these sins on them themselves."

707. In what way was and is sin said to be on elect believers, which cannot be said of Jesus Christ?

Answer. Elect believers in Christ were intrinsically, formally, and inherently sinners as adulterers, murderers, etc. but thus Christ was never a sinner: "There was no fundamental guilt, nor any bad deserving in him."

708. How then is Christ said to be a sinner, and made sin for us?

Answer. By mere imputation, and law-account, and no other way.

709. What does the libertine object to this?

Answer. The libertine objects that this implies that Christ was put to death on the grounds of something that is really a lie, that is, a pretending of sin by an imaginary 'law-imputation'.

710. What does Mr. Rutherford answer to this accusation?

Answer. "Law-imputation is a most real thing, and no imagination, nor any lying supposition; as a man that is surety for his broken brother, who hath wasted the creditor's goods, is truly surety and really the debtor, and his obligation to pay for his broken friend is real, and most just."

711. On what grounds may a surety be held accountable for another's obligations in accordance with justice?

Answer. (1) "That he gave faith and promise, and writ and seal, that, his friend failing, he should pay." (2) "The creditor accepted him as a real law-debtor and paymaster in that case, and yet the surety in his person did neither borrow the money, nor lavishly waste it, and he hath in his person neither conscience nor guilt of injustice toward his brother."

712. On what grounds then may Christ suffer for his people?

Answer. "In regard that Christ was willing to strike hands with God, and to plight his faith and soul in pawn, and did willingly sign with his hand an act of cautionry as our Surety, and the Lord accepted him as Surety, and 'laid our sins on him,' he 'was made sin;' that is, he was made a debtor and a law-paymaster, so constituted by his own and his Father's will."

713. What made Christ liable and obnoxious to actual satisfaction and punishment for our sins?

Answer. In law, Christ was not absolutely innocent, but "nocent and guilty; that is to say, in regard of his law-place, or law-condition," he was liable to suffer in this manner.

714. Why is this no mere imagination, or false & lying supposition?

Answer. "Imputation is not a lie, but as truly and really a real law-deed, as Judah offered himself surety for Benja​min, and was in law, and really, a bondman to Joseph, and might have been so dealt with as a real slave, if he had plighted himself instead of Benjamin…. [Christ] is no debtor-by-imagination; he is not supposed to be what he is not indeed by the law of God, and nature, and all laws."

715. What two things are in sin?

Answer. (1) "The act committed against the law of God." (2) "The debt and obligation to punishment."

716. What first may be noted as to Christ's freedom from having anything to do with the first of these?

Answer. That Christ committed and did no act nor deed against law, for which he should be intrinsically and inherently the sinner, is clear: because that "holy thing Jesus," being God-man, could not sin, nor did he ever any violence or deceit. (Isa. 53:9; Heb. 4:15; 8:26.)

717. What secondly may be noted as to Christ's freedom from having anything to do with the first of these?

Answer. "The inherent viciousness, and sin​ful blot of sin, which followeth upon the physical act of sin, being once done and committed by David, Peter, and all the elect of God, cannot come out by a real transmigration, and true and physical derivation, or removal from one agent and subject to another, to inhere in and denominate another subject: the same whiteness in number that was in milk, cannot remove out of it, and reside and dwell in another subject."

718. What ought we to consider a lie?

Answer. We ought to consider "a lie, a dream, and palpable untruth," the Antinomian belief that "Jesus Christ [was] intrinsically the sinner and murderer," and not David who killed Uriah.

719. What is Rutherford's first answer to Crispe's blasphemous assertions?

Answer. "No scripture calleth Christ the thief, the murderer, the adulterer, the idolater; God avert from pious hearts such blasphemies! He may by a figure be called Sin, and be said to "be made sin for us," but that is by mere imputation; as if you would say, 'The surety is the broken and riotous waster.' All that have common sense, know this to be a figurative and improper speech; that is, he is in law liable to pay the debts of the broken waster; and the law-guilt and law-obligation that was in the broken man, is transferred on him by his own promise."

720. In the comparison between the broken man and the debtor with the sinner and the surety, what thing should be noted about what can or cannot be said of the broken man?

Answer. "No man in his right wits can say, that the broken man is as intrinsically just, as sober a manager of his goods, as free from all intrinsical fault, and sin of injustice, and breach of the Eighth Commandment, as the innocent surety."

721. What three things are to be noted about the difference of the ways in which Christ and David may each be said to be either sinners or righteous?

Answer. "(1.) God made Christ sin; God made not David to murder Uriah. Then Christ must be one way a sinner, David another way; the one by imputation, the other by real inherency. (2.) David was intrinsically a trans​gressor of a law, Christ not so. (3.) David was washed and pardoned in the blood of Christ, Christ not so. Then David's righteousness is but borrowed, and Christ's righteousness his own."

722. What is Rutherford's second answer to Crispe's blasphemous assertions?

Answer. "There is an essential righteousness that Christ hath with the Father, and it is communicable neither to men nor angels, no more than God can communi​cate with the creature any other of his essential attri​butes, such as are infinite justice, infinite mercy, infi​nite grace, holiness, goodness, omnipotence, eternity, immensity. It is only the cautionary, the surety-righteousness of Christ-God, that is made ours."

723. In what sense alone can it be said that we are as righteous as Christ?

Answer. "So are we in Christ freed from the guilt of eternal wrath, in that the Lord can no more in law charge sin to actual condemnation in the believer, than he can put Christ to death again, or give a new ransom for us."

724. On the other hand, in what two senses is the surety always more righteous than the debtor?

Answer. "(1.) In regard the surety never broke faith to the creditor; the broken debtor hath broken to him. (2.) The surety never injured the creditor by injustice done against the Eighth Commandment, but the broken man hath failed in this."

725. What scriptures seem to militate against the principle of the Antinomians?

Answer. "Who can say, I have made my heart clean?" (Prov. 20:9.) "Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? No, not one," (Job 14:5). "There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not," (Eccl. 7:20). "If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us," (1 John 1:8).

726. What confusion will follow if Crispe's assertions concerning the equality of the righteousness of believers and the righteousness of Christ, and the actual transference of sins in their inherent existence from believers to Christ, be admitted?

Answer. These things, coupled with his belief that sinners were justified from eternity, so that from eternity all sins of the redeemed were actually Christ's sins and not their own, will lead to the conclusion that all those scripture statements about the sins of the redeemed, whether before or after their conversion, are actually lies, ascribing sin to those to whom it does not belong.
