The TRYAL & TRIVMPH of FAITH

By Samuel Rutherford
Question Set 1: Dedication & Sermon 1

1. In the Dedication to Lady Jane Campbell, what makes Mr. Rutherford refrain from complaining of these "much-disputing and over-writing times"?

Answer. He is "thought to be as deep in the fault as those whom he accuses."

2. What is lost as we endeavour to "gain a grain-weight of truth"?

Answer. At least "a talent-weight of goodness and Christian love."

3. How does Mr. Rutherford describe Time in relation to Eternity?

Answer. It "is but a short trance [a narrow covered passage]; we are carried quickly through it: our rose withereth, ere it come to its vigour: our piece of this short-breathing shadow, the inch, the half-cubit, the poor span-length of time, fleeth away as swiftly as a weaver's shuttle, (Job 7:6,) which leapeth over a thousand threads in a moment."

4. Wherein is the blessing of Christ greater than all created blessings?

Answer. Christ is the infinite and eternal "uncreated garland of heaven;" the fountain of all blessedness upon which all created blessings have their dependence as flowing forth from this fountain.

5. What is the great happiness of a soul and blessedness of a creature?

Answer. That the "soul should lose its excellency in the transcendent glory of Christ" and the "creature cast his little all, in Christ's matchless all-sufficiency." "To dwell forever and ever in the fountain-blessedness, Jesus Christ, with our borrowed goodness, is the firm and solid fruition of our eternal happy being."

6. What does Mr. Rutherford mention as that which a gracious soul counts as "violence" to his soul?

Answer. To be "out of his stalk and root," that is, out of the life and happiness of Union in Christ, wherefore "the Church's last prayer in canonic Scripture is for union, (Rev. 22.20,) 'Amen: Even so, come, Lord Jesus.'"

7. What is called for by the condition of the people of God in the three kingdoms?

Answer. "That we now wisely consider what the Lord is doing. There is a language of the Lord's 'fire in Zion,' and his 'furnace in Jerusalem,' if we could understand the voice of the crying rod."

8. What is the first reason why the people of God are yet without victory according to Mr. Rutherford?

Answer. Because they lay the weight of the business upon and put their trust in second causes and creatures, which cannot help, and God is "crying lameness on creatures and multitude" that his people may be turned to trust in him and behold the glory of his working.

9. What is a second reason?

Answer. Because "many are friends to the success of reformation," but not to reformation itself. Many are without zeal for reformation itself, and when providence looks black to them, they have no faith to cleave to God's promises, their trust being in their own worldly wisdom.

10. What is a third reason?

Answer. Hypocrisy goes un-noticed when the hypocrite is without temptations, and what hypocrisy might have been found was not sought out.

11. What is the guilt of the prophets in the three kingdoms for which another woe is yet to come?

Answer. "Super​stition, will-worship, idolatry, persecution, profanity, formality, which made them 'vile before the people;'" and obstinate impenitency in all these things.

12. Of what Popish principle are these lands guilty?

Answer. Thinking that the bypast sins of the land are bypast, and a sort of reform​ation for time to come is satisfactory to God ex opere operato [by the deed done.]

13. What plague is heavier than the raging sword?

Answer. "The divisions in the Church."

14. Of what might we be guilty though we are not guilty with the Prelates in taking Christ's Headship and giving it to the king?

Answer. Christ's headship might yet be taken and given to men in general, so that his crown is still pulled off of his head and taken either way.

15. What declared the rottenness of Britain's heart in 1645?

Answer. "New heads, devising new religions, and multiplying gods, 'according to the number of our cities.'" "For two sundry and contrary religions, argue interpretatively two sundry gods."

16. What is the proposition and theme of this treatise?

Answer. Grace.

17. What is the 'Grace' (1) of the Arminians? (2) of the Antinomians?

Answer. (1) Painted but rotten nature. (2) Wantonness.

18. What does Mr. Rutherford identify as something that cannot be fathered upon any of the regenerate? Why?

Answer. "Tenacious adhering to Antinomian errors, with an obstinate and final persistence in them, both as touching faith to, and suitable practice of them." Because: "it is an opinion not in the margin and borders, but in the page and body, and too near the centre and vital parts of the gospel."

19. What does Mr. Rutherford say to those who are offended at this?

Answer. That he desires to "anger them with good will to grace; and shall strive and study the revenge only of love and compassion to their souls."

20. How perfect is redeeming grace?

Answer. "So perfect, that Satan hath power possibly to bid, but not to buy any of the redeemed, no more than a mer​chant can buy another man's bought goods without his consent."

21. To what does Mr. Rutherford liken the goodness of fallen nature without grace?

Answer. To a "fair lily with a worm at the root of it. It withereth from the root to the top."

22. What can grace do that gifts cannot?

Answer. Break and humble.

23. What is the only spring of grace?

Answer. "The bowels of God stirred and rolled within him only by spotless and holy goodness."

24. What is all the glory of the glorified?

Answer. That both in the lower and higher house, even when in heaven, they are the everlasting tenants and freeholders of grace, the greatest inheritance one may have.

25. In the first sermon, what does Mr. Rutherford tell us that the words of the text drive at?

Answer. "Wakening believers in praying (when an answer is not given at the first,) to a fixed and resolved lying and dying at Christ's door, by continuing in prayer till the King come out and open, and answer the desire of the hungry and poor."

26. What is the subject of our text and to what is it likened?

Answer. The "history of a rare miracle wrought by Christ in casting forth a devil out of the daughter of a woman of Canaan," which is "like the white banner of Christ's love displayed to the nations, and the King's royal standard set up to gather in the heathen under his colours."

27. What are the first three parts of this miracle to be considered?

Answer. (1) The place where it was wrought, the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, Matt. 15.21. (2) The parties on whom the miracle is wrought: the mother and the possessed daughter, described by their nation: Canaanites. (3) The impulsive cause: She heard, prayed, and came to Jesus for her daughter.

28. What is first to be found in this dialog between the woman and Christ? In what did it consist?

Answer. "Christ's trying [or tempting] of her," consisting in (1) no answer, (2) a refusal, and (3) the reproach of a dog.

29. What is second to be found in this dialog between the woman and Christ? In what did it consist?

Answer. "Her instancy of faith," consisting in (1) crying until the disciples interposed themselves, and going on in (2) adoring, (3) praying, (4) and arguing with Christ by faith, that she had some interest in Christ though amongst the dogs.

30. What is the fourth part of this miracle and in what does it consist?

Answer. The miracle itself, consisting in (1) Christ's heightening of her faith, (2) his granting of her desire, (3) The measure of Christ's bounty, "as thou wilt," and (4) The healing of her daughter.

31. Wherein do the accounts of Matthew and Mark appear to differ?

Answer. In that Mark says she came to Christ in a house, while Matthew says she came to him in the way.

32. How is this matter resolved by Augustine?

Answer. He suggests that she came first to Christ in the house, desiring to be hid and healed in secret, or because he there hid himself from her, but after his refusal she still followed him in the way and cried after him.

33. For what reasons did Christ put the woman to such pains?

Answer. (1) "Christ's love is liberal, but yet it must be sued." Though he sells it not for our work, yet we must dig for this treasure. (2) "Christ's love is wise: He holdeth us knocking, till our desire be love-sick for him, and knoweth that delays raise and heighten the market and rate of Christ." (3) "His love must not only lead the heart, but also draw. Violence in love is most taking, and delay of enjoy​ing so lovely a thing as Christ, breedeth violence in our affections; and suspension of presence oileth the wheels of love, desire, joy: want of Christ is a wing to the soul."

34. Who was this woman?

Answer. She was a Canaanite, a Syrophenician. She was a Greek by conquest, the region having been subdued by Alexander and conformed to Greek customs and language. But this "standeth as no blemish in Christ's account-book, who was your father, whether an Amorite, or an Hittite, so [long as] ye come to him: he asketh not whose you are, so [long as] you be his."

35. Why went Christ into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon?

Answer. He was wearied of Judea and "grieved in spirit with the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, and the provocation of that stiff-necked people." Thus he was "chased to the profane pagans" by the hard-heartedness of the Jews.

36. What three things would Mr. Rutherford have us to consider of the art of God's providence?

Answer. (1) "The devil sometimes shapeth, and our wise Lord seweth. Babylon killeth, God maketh alive." (2) "The Providence of God hath two sides; one black and sad, another white and joyful." Heresy may flourish for a time, but it is that God's seasonable and necessary truths may be cleared by this occasion. The fall of man was carried on in the Providence of God, that "the flower of Jesse springing up, might take sin away, and paint out to men and angels the glory of heaven and a new world of free grace." All of Christ's black suffering was his white and glorious triumph. (3) In all his works of Providence, God hath "his one foot on justice that wrath may fill to the brim the cup of malignants, prelates, and papists; and his other foot on mercy, 'to wash away the filth of the daughter of Zion, and to purge the blood of Jerusalem in the midst thereof, by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning.'"

37. What use ought Christians to make of these considerations?

Answer. (1) We ought no longer to "look upon God's ways and works by halves and pieces." We mistake all when we look upon the work all by pieces, and that only at the black pieces. (2) We ought to have patience to wait and see it all by art compacted together in order, which will make a very fair building in the end.

38. What is God now doing to his church?

Answer. "God is washing away the blood and filth of his church, removing those from the work who would cross it. In bloody wars, malignant soldiers ripping up women with child, waste, spoil, kill; yet are they but purging Zion's tin, brass, and lead, and such reprobate metal as themselves. Jesuits and false teachers are but God's snuffers, to occasion the clearing and snuffing of the lamps of the tabernacle, and make truth more naked and obvious."
