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Question Set 13: Sermon 15

455. When faith gets not the answer it seeks from Christ, what does faith do?

Answer. Faith (1) is patient, (2) believes, (3) waits for a better answer, (4) continues to pray, (5) continues to love, (6) acknowledges its own misery, (7) understands Christ aright, and (8) runs to Christ.

456. What is the first reason why Christians should submit to God's desertions with patience?

Answer. All of God's comforts and answers are his own free graces. Thus, because we do not deserve them, God may do with them as he likes.

457. What is the second reason why Christians should submit to God's desertions with patience?

Answer. Infinite Sovereignty may silence on all hearts, even good Hezekiah. That is, because God is sovereign, God may do with them as he likes, though we were good and righteous.

458. What is the first reason why Faith ought to continue believing even under desertions?

Answer. Because God commands this: "He that walketh in darkness, and seeth no light, let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God." (Isa. 50:10.)

459. What is the second reason why Faith ought to continue believing even under desertions?

Answer. Because such a 'double-faith' that hopes against hope cannot be conquered by any of the forts of hell.

460. What is the third reason why Faith ought to continue believing even under desertions?

Answer. Because such is the practice of the saints, as David and Job: "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil." (Psalm 23:4.) "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him." (Job 13:15.)

461. What is the fourth reason why Faith ought to continue believing even under desertions?

Answer. Because sense is a liar. Faith knows that it has a friend and witness and heaven (Job 16:19) whatsoever sense may say to contradict Faith and God.

462. How does hope speak of God?

Answer. Hope always prophesieth good of God. It will always look for God's return and his blessing, whatsoever it suffers in the meantime.

463. How does Christ draw prayers which please him out of his people?

Answer. Sometimes he leaves them unanswered, or even answers them roughly, that Faith may pray more sincerely and willfully.

464. Where, first, must there be love to Christ?

Answer. There must be love to Christ where there is faith in the dark. Then Faith must be "with child of love."

465. Where, secondly, must there be love to Christ?

Answer. There must be love to Christ where the believer is willing that his pain and hell may be to the Glory of God.

466. What makes the soul charitable to God, regardless of how sad his dispensations may be.

Answer. A sincere acknowledgment of sin and sinfulness, which drives the sinner to confess: "The Lord is righteous, for I have sinned:" (Lam. 1:16:)

467. What mercy is mixed in with the temptations that God sends to his saints?

Answer. In temptations, God grants his saints that they may know he sends them the temptation only as such, and so, Faith knows it must yet walk on, on the same ground, without turning aside.

468. To whom does Faith run when deserted by Christ?

Answer. Faith runneth unto Christ, as a deserted soul ought.

469. To whom do unbelievers run when under sense of desertion?

Answer. To Witches, Devils, enemies and persecutors of Christ and his Church, and their own lies, policy and wicked devices.

470. What might be objected to such a course of believers running to Christ when deserted?

Answer. That it is sin to go to Christ, when in a state of sin and after offending him so highly.

471. What is the first answer to this objection?

Answer. To flee from Christ in desertion is a double death where as it is only one little death for a sinner to flee unto Christ and then be killed by him for his presumption: thus it is better to choose the one little death and flee unto Christ.

472. What is the second answer to this objection?

Answer. It is better to die by Christ's hand and at his feet, than by another and far from Christ.

473. What is the third answer to this objection? [Not numbered in Free Church edition.]

Answer. "It is good to claim him as thy God, though he should deny thee; and creep unto him though he should throw thee out of his sight: better kiss the sword that killeth thee, and be slain with his own hand, as cast away thy confidence."

474. What is a blessed mark of a true believer?

Answer. Temptations thrust him not from his duties.

475. Thus, when danger and a sad trial is seen, what ought a believer to do?

Answer. He ought to go on still, in the very face of that danger.

476. What ought the believer to do when he is in the midst of suffering?

Answer. Even then he must go on still, as Christ on the Cross and Paul in his chains still kept to their duty of converting souls to Christ.

477. And what ought the believer to do when temptations have come upon them, afflictions have brought them low, and the wicked have accomplished their designs upon them?

Answer. He must continue in his duty indefinitely, remember his God, and call upon him.

478. What is a sign of a sweet humbled servant?

Answer. He "can take a buffet, and yet go about his master's service; and can pass through fire and water to be at a duty."

479. What else is evidenced by such behaviour?

Answer. "It argueth a soul well watched, and kept from the incursion of a house-sin, and a home-bred corruption."

480. What gives the devil such great advantage over us?

Answer. That he hath some friends within us, and chiefly our predominant sin, such as pride, which is Satan's first-born.

481. How ought a gracious soul to make use of temptations and their sinfulness?

Answer. He ought to stir himself up all the more to zeal and activity against that sin.

482. What makes Grace appear more gracious and how so?

Answer. As things contrary to one another conflict the more, so the presence of an adversary to grace makes it so much the more gracious and active.

483. What is the first use to be made of this Doctrine?

Answer. We must beware of the false gospel of the Antinomians, who turn grace into a temptation and then cast off all duties.

484. How do we know that Antinomianism is not the Way of Grace?

Answer. Because Antinomianism cries down 'duties' and 'sanctification', but Grace is an innocent thing and will not take men away from their duties nor destroy obedience.

485. What do the Antinomians accuse us of unjustly, that we yet ought to beware of?

Answer. Trusting in created inherent graces, which cannot save us or bring us into heaven, whereby grace is made an idol and is sought before Christ.

486. What is the second use that ought to be made of this doctrine?

Answer. When in difficulties and straits we must yet keep ourselves from wicked ways, and when we are tempted, we must strive to come nearer to the way of Jesus Christ.

487. What may come upon a believer if he make not a right use of the temptations with which he is presented?

Answer. It will leave a black mark and a crook behind it, and that for their whole life (as Peter.)

488. What two temptations were faced by the church when pursued with a war by the Malignants?

Answer. On one hand, it was a temptation to seek peace on terms dishonourable to Christ; and on the other hand, it was a temptation to refuse peace even if it could be had on good terms, on account of the fact that many innocent persons had been killed.

489. What is the third use that ought to be made of this doctrine?

Answer. That we understand and make use of faith as it is a means of trafficking with heaven in the dark and drawing forth thereof supplies to conquer the world, without need of numbering either troops or resources.

