The TRYAL & TRIVMPH of FAITH

By Samuel Rutherfurd
Question Set 28: Sermon 22
971. After having discussed what faith is, what will now be explained?

972. What is the first characteristic of a great faith?

973. Contrary to the strong faith of those such as Paul, who cried to be rid of his sins, what are two characteristics of a weak faith?

974. What is the second characteristic of a great faith?

975. Wherein first is the instant pleading of a great faith exemplified?

976. Wherein secondly is the instant pleading of a great faith exemplified?

977. Wherein thirdly is the instant pleading of a great faith exemplified?

978. Wherein fourthly is the instant pleading of a great faith exemplified?

979. What is the first objection made in light of these things?

980. How is this objection answered?

981. If God has determined that there should be a certain concatenation of Grace in the life of a believer, whereby he will reward grace with grace, of mere grace, what ought one to do?

982. What is the second objection made in light of these things?

983. How is this objection answered?

984. Why is it more fitting that Grace be the first rise of all acts of grace, than that grace should be free-will’s debtor?

985. Although God has by his own free promise obliged himself to give grace unto perseverance to all of his elect, yet, what liberty has he reserved to himself herein?

986. What is the first reason why Grace in the work of faith must begin, and so begin, as we are guilty in not following?

987. What is the second reason why Grace in the work of faith must begin, and so begin, as we are guilty in not following?

988. What is the third reason why Grace in the work of faith must begin, and so begin, as we are guilty in not following?

989. Why are our failings and sins imputed to us, rather than to the Holy Spirit, who in such acts withdraws his influence, which otherwise would have preserved us from such sin?

990. What is the fourth reason why Grace in the work of faith must begin, and so begin, as we are guilty in not following?

991. What is the first reason why God so works?

992. What is the second reason why God so works?

993. What is the third reason why God so works?

994. What is the fourth reason why God so works?

995. For what three things will believer’s always be in God’s debt, and so necessitated to praise him even more in heaven, in lieu of paying our debt?

996. What is the third objection considered?

997. How is this answered?

998. How are angels Christ’s debtors?

999. What is the third characteristic of a great faith?

1000. What three things does a great faith do when confronted with a temptation?

1001. Why ought the believer to continue his prayers to God, though they seem to go unanswered for twenty years or more?

1002. Under what similitude does scripture hold forth the weakness or softness of a temporary faith?

1003. Why will not the martyrs of Jesus Christ accept deliverance on the sinful terms of their persecutors?

1004. What is the fourth characteristic of a strong faith?

1005. Who are found to be weak believers?

1006. Contrariwise, what argues a great strength of faith?

1007. What allusion is used by Rutherford to depict the freeness of a strong faith?

1008. What is Rutherford’s first caution that he would have us consider?

1009. What is Rutherford’s second caution that he would have us consider?

1010. What is Rutherford’s third caution that he would have us consider?

1011. How do comforts usually come to the believer?

1012. Does a believer have any warrantable ground to expect such comforts in this life?

1013. What three considerations may be given to answer why some true believers go all this life walking in comfort, and come at last to die with little expression of comfort and feeling?

1014. What is Rutherford’s conclusion concerning this entire topic?
