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Question Set 36: Sermon 26
1272. What power does Christ have over devils?

Answer. He is able to give them an invisible summons—an immediate, be gone, and they must instantly be gone at his word.

1273. What is Christ’s proper work in reference to Satan?

Answer. It is the proper work of Christ to oppose Satan and overturn all of his works and intentions. “For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, (ina lyse) that he might dissolve the works of the devil.” (1 John 3:8.)
1274. What has Christ taken from Satan?

Answer. He has set the captives at liberty. All of Christ’s redeemed were formerly Satan’s slaves by reason of sin, but now they are set free so as no longer to be subjects of his dominion.

1275. What does Rutherford say with respect to the question of how Christ so effects an immediate operation upon devils?

Answer. “Christ-God is a spirit, and how a spirit acts upon a spirit, is to be believed, rather than searched.”

1276. What is the first relation that Christ has to Satan?

Answer. As God, he is the creator of Satan and all devils, and they are his workmanship as created spirits.

1277. What may be said of anything that has being?

Answer. Whatsoever hath being is the “adequate and consummate effect of Omnipotency.” Whether its being be possible or actual, as such, it is under the chain of omnipotency, and ever dependent upon God for whatsoever being it hath.

1278. What is the second relation that Christ has to Satan?

Answer. He is also Satan’s judge, and whatsoever he do, wheresoever he be, he is always under a chain of justice from which he can never escape.

1279. What is the third relation that Christ has to Satan?

Answer. Christ is Satan’s conqueror. Not only has he set free those who had been taken captive by Satan, but he has now taken Satan as his captive.

1280. What is the fourth relation that Christ has to Satan?

Answer. Christ has a relation to Satan as he is given to him, by way of gift, to govern and uphold in the administration of providence.

1281. What follows upon this in reference to Satan’s tempting of the elect?

Answer. “Satan hath not a general warrant to tempt the saints; but to every new act against Job, (chap 1:12, and Job 2:6,) against Peter, ere he can put him upon one single blast, to cast him but once through his sieve, (Luke 22:31,) yea, against one sow, or a bristle of a sow, (Mat. 8:31,32,) he must have a new signed commission.”

1282. What use ought we to make of this doctrine?

Answer. We ought to be strengthened in our faith and comfort, that our mediator is “God of gods,” has power over Satan, and is mighty to bring all of creation into subjection to his purpose, whatsoever their intentions against us may be.

1283. How strong is Christ, our mediator?

Answer. “Christ so strong, that the weakest of saints is stronger than the world, and the spirit Satan that dwelleth in the world. Christ’s strength of faith, is stronger than Adam’s strength of innocency, (1 John 2:13,14; 1 John 5:5); the weakest measure of saving grace, is stronger than the highest measure of malice in all hell.”

1284. What ought we to do when Satan comes with his temptations?

Answer. “When Satan tempteth you, fear him not, resist him in the faith; but be watchful, for he hath a pass from Christ, else he could not come so far as the court of guard, to dally with the senses, to hold out an apple to Eve, a world of kingdoms and glory to Christ.”

1285. Can Satan go any further with his temptations than the making of impressions upon our senses?

Answer. At times he may get a pass to work upon the fancy, by throwing in sinful imaginations.

1286. Has he ever had leave to work more inwardly upon a man?

Answer. “Yea, to work mediately upon the will and the heart of a Judas, and to act, but in a way of distance, upon David to number the people.”

1287. Can Satan impel a man to actions contrary to his will?

Answer. No. Here Satan cannot work contrary to providence, so as to immediately move a man without the concurrence of his will, or do anything against the dominion of providence itself.

1288. How does Satan have a conditional pass to bring on temptations?

Answer. As with our first parents, he may have a pass to work upon condition of our negligence to resist his temptations, and so we may be guilty of putting the pass in execution, when otherwise, had we resisted, in obedience to God’s commandment, Satan would have fled from us.

1289. What shall come of it, if we sinfully yield to Satan a mere entertainment of his temptations?

Answer. “Yield once to Satan’s first demand of the treaty, and you shall see you are ensnared by a necessity of God’s spotless justice, who punisheth sin by sin, because you go one mile with the devil, to go with him two miles.”

1290. What is the second use we ought to make of this doctrine?

Answer. We must employ Christ’s power over Satan to the utmost in our resistance of all temptation, and in our endeavours to progress in sanctification, that we should be saved not only from guilt & damnation, but from sin itself.

1291. Is it then man who must first begin to resist Satan and employ the objective power of Christ over Satan, before God will save him from sin?

Answer. No. It is not, as Arminians hold, man and his free-will that first begin the work in resisting Satan, but rather the whole thing has its first rise and final success in our sovereign and gracious God. Yet, this being so, it is our duty, all along, to look to Christ for strength and depend wholly upon him to be freed from Sin and Satan, being watchful of our own infirmities and deceitful hearts.

1292. What is the purpose of sin in the lives of believers, in respect to God?

Answer. “There is a necessity in regard of God’s wise providence, that the saints must sin, and that they be passive vessels to carry the lustre, and hold forth the rays and beams of pardoning grace.”

1293. But what is still true for all that?

Answer. “Certain it is, there be hypothetical connections of su​pernatural providence in God’s eternal decree, never put forth in action, because of our laziness.”

1294. What is an example of the first such hypothetical connection of supernatural providence?

Answer. “As if God shall suffer Job to be tempted, and he by grace sin not; as Job 1:22, the Lord shall also strengthen him when he is tempted the second time, not to sin.”

1295. What is an example of a second such hypothetical connection of supernatural providence?

Answer. “If Abraham be tempted to offer up his only son for God, and if he yield obedience, God shall surely bless him with the blessing of sanctification, promised in the Covenant.”

1296. What are some examples from scripture of instances where these hypothetical connections existed, but were never put into execution?

Answer. (1) When David was tempted to number the people, but did not resist. (2) When Peter was tempted and failed to confess his master.

1297. What is it that saints lose out on by their loose walking?

Answer. They then come short of the comforts of a close communion with God. If they withdraw their obedience and love from him, it is justice for him to withdraw his presence from them.

1298. Why is it that saints often fall short of many victories over Satan which they might otherwise have had?

Answer. They fail to “improve the dominion and kingly power of Christ over that restless spirit.”
