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Question Set 9: Sermon 12
304. What was lacking in Christ's disciples?

Answer. Tenderness.

305. Who are unable to understand the affections of the saints?

Answer. Natural men, or Christ's own disciples, insofar as there is flesh in them.

306. What are two scripture examples of Natural men mocking the affections of the saints?

Answer. "Natural men jeer at Christ deserted: 'He trusted in the Lord, let him deliver him.' (Psalm 22:8.) Heavy was the spirit of the weeping Church, a captive woman at the rivers of Babylon; yet, see, they mock them: 'Sing us one of the songs of Sion.'"

307. What are some examples of the saints' failing to understand the inward conflicts of soul in other saints?

Answer. The watchmen who smote the Church in the book of Canticles and Eli's esteeming of Hannah to be a drunken woman. Likewise, the doctrinal comforts ministered by the Angels to Mary Magdalene fail to answer the desires of her soul.

308. Why must God create the peace whereby his saints may be comforted?

Answer. Because "peace of conscience is grace; grace is made of pure nothing, and not made of nature. Pastors may speak of peace, but God speaketh peace to his people. (Psalm 85.8)."

309. What is a second reason why true peace of conscience must come from God?

Answer. "The tempering of the wheels and motions of a distempered conscience is so high and supernatural a work, that Christ behoved to have the Spirit of the Lord on him above his fellows, and must be sent with a special commission to apply the sweet hands, the soft merci​ful fingers of the Mediator, with the art of heaven, that I (saith he) should, as a chirurgeon [surgeon], bind up with splints and bands the broken in heart, and comfort the mourners in Sion. (Isa. 61:1.)"

310. What is a third reason why true peace of conscience must come from God?

Answer. As only the Lord by an immediate action of omnipotency can raise those terrors of conscience spoken of by Job, so only he, by another immediate action of omnipotency, can calm them.

311. What is the first use to be made of this doctrine?

Answer. We must remember that ministers, the Word, comforts, promises, angels, prophets, and apostles, cannot bind the broken heart, but we must seek unto the Creator of peace, and rely upon him for peace.

312. What is the second use to be made of this doctrine?

Answer. We must never expect that any natural comforts will be of any comfort to that soul who is crying, and yet not heard of Christ.

313. What two things are to be observed in Christ's answer to this woman?

Answer. (1) The temptation coming from Christ, denying he had anything to do with this woman: 'I am not sent for her.' And, (2) The matter of the temptation.

314. What four things are contained in the matter of the temptation?

Answer. (1) Sending. (2) To whom, to the House of Israel. (3) Under what notion; The sheep of the House of Israel. (4) What sort of sheep; The lost sheep.

315. What two things are to be considered in the temptation itself?

Answer. (1) Who tempteth: Christ. (2) The nature of the temptation.

316. What is the first position to be stated regarding Christ's temptations?

Answer. God tempteth no man to sin. "Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God, for God cannot be tempted, neither tempteth he any; but every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust." (James 1.13,14.) We may say that God tries rather than tempts.

317. In what ways do we say that God does not 'tempt' to sin?

Answer. (1) God cannot command sin. (2) God cannot actuate the crooked faculties to sin. (3) He cannot infuse sinful habits which incline the soul to sin. (4) He cannot approve sin.

318. When does Satan tempt to sin?

Answer. When either (1) upon practical knowledge, he knows we may fall into sin, as with Eve; or (2) he knows that sins have already oiled the wheels and inclinations so that we are ready to sin again and our concupiscence inclines us to it.

319. What is the second position to be stated regarding Christ's temptations?

Answer. "No one but God may, without sin, try the creature, by putting it to do that which may prove sin…. God may try duties by events: he is the Potter, we the clay; but clay is limited to try events upon clay by duties only, and not duties by events."

320. What is the third position to be stated regarding Christ's temptations?

Answer. God is not "bound to make a vessel of earth as strong as a vessel of iron or brass, that though it fall by no fault of the maker, it shall not be broken." We are not to enquire of God the reasons for his doings nor commandments. In such cases, the agent himself warrants all that he does and all that he commands. Wisdom and Goodness are infused into all of the ways of God because they are his ways. "God must have absolute obedience, though he seeketh no blind obedience." We must be willing to suffer ten hells for one sin, "if the absolute Former of all things do it."

321. Wherein stands the height of man's arrogancy, who is yet often willing to take men's commandments upon trust, whose he ought to examine?

Answer. Though they will do so, yet they will put a law on God, examine his ways, and judge him.

322. As for temptations that are from God, what must we consider about them?

Answer. That they are all reason, all wisdom, and all goodness.

323. What is the first position to be stated regarding such temptations themselves?

Answer. Christ may "give rough answers, when he hath a good mind," so that, in the apprehension of weak ones, he may seem to say, 'I am not thy Saviour.'

324. What is the second position to be stated regarding such temptations themselves?

Answer. Often the promises of the gospel will seem to lie at a distance from us and we have many doubts touching them.

325. What is the first doubt we often have concerning the promises of the Gospel?

Answer. We doubt that the promises are ours, observing that God deals with us otherwise than he deals with his saints, thence concluding we are not his saints. So Isa. 49.14: "But Sion said, the Lord hath forsaken me, and my God hath forgotten me."

326. What is the second doubt we often have concerning the promises of the Gospel?

Answer. We think ourselves incapable of mercy on account of our unworthiness and sin. So Peter, 'Lord, depart from me, for I am a sinful man.'

327. What is the third doubt we often have concerning the promises of the Gospel?

Answer. We think that the promises shall never be made good to us because we cannot comprehend how they could possibly be fulfilled.—Yet we are bound to believe them.

328. What is the fourth doubt we often have concerning the promises of the Gospel?

Answer. Often we doubt because we see not the fulfilling of the promise, nor any sign that it shall yet be fulfilled. Yet, "Though the vision tarry, wait for it, because it will surely come and not tarry." (Hab. 2.3.) God can trail his promises through hell and the devils black hands before he bring them to fulfillment.

329. What is the third position to be stated regarding such temptations themselves?

Answer. "Christ is on both sides: he holdeth up, and throweth down, in one and the same act."

330. What is Christ's meaning in asserting that he was not sent but to Israel?

Answer. Not that the Gentiles shall have no interest in the Messiah, but that he was principally sent to the lost sheep of Israel and had been commissioned to preach the Gospel and perform miracles for them in the flesh.

331. What three things are to be considered in the sending of Christ?

Answer. (1) Designation, (2) Qualification, (3) Special Commission.

332. What was the 'Designation' of Christ?

Answer. The designation was an act of divine and volun​tary dispensation, according to which, the second per​son of the Trinity, the Son of God, not the Father, not the Holy Ghost, was designed, and set apart to take on him our nature, place, and the office of the Mediator to redeem us, in his own person.

333. What was the rise of the eternal Covenant?

Answer. Christ gave his word as the prime Son, that all the derived sons should put their hands and hearts to the pen, and sign and subscribe the covenant of grace: the writs, evidences, and charters of our salvation were con​cluded, and passed the sign and seal of the blessed Trinity in heaven from eternity.

334. In what ways was the Son qualified for such a commission?

Answer. (1.) With a passive apti​tude (to speak so) to be a man, that he might suffer. (2.) He was graced with all active endowments to be a mediator. [1.] The ground-work of all, was the grace of union, the Godhead dwelling bodily in him. [2.] The sea of infused graces above all his fellows.

335. What two writs did Christ bring in accordance with his Commission for us?

Answer. He brought two writs, two books from heaven. (1.) He came as a flying angel, with the everlasting gospel, to preach to the nations: (2.) The Book of Life also.

336. How is it that Christ had a right to us by nature?

Answer. By his birth and place he was our nearest kinsman and thus it was his to redeem the sold inheritance. By his conception and birth, he thus had a right to us.

337. What things were Christ's by special law?

Answer. His dying, and his being made a Prince through his death and resurrection.

338. How are our heaven, or personal salvation, and the Gospel different?

Answer. "Our heaven now, is by law and a special commission; but the gospel is a general: he brought all God's secrets from heaven; and in his special commission, Christ hath, as it were, private instructions: Save such and such persons, not any other, not all Israel, but the lost sheep; not the goats. There is a great mystery, how there be no double-dealing in the gospel, and two contrary wills in God."

339. What is the first use to be made of this doctrine?

Answer. We must understand, that in the Gospel, God offers life to all, so they believe; and yet, God mindeth to work faith, and intendeth to bestow life on a few only.

340. What is the mystery spoken of herein?

Answer. "Many are called, but few are chosen."

341. What is the two-fold notion of Christ's commission?

Answer. (1) In the intention of the Evangel. (2) In the intention of him who proposeth the Evangel to men.

342. What is the intention revealed in the Gospel?

Answer. "Nothing but God's moral complacency of grace, revealing an obligation that all are to believe if they would be saved; and upon their own peril be it, if they refuse Christ. This is the heart and mind of Christ to persons, revealing two things: (1.) Men's duty; (2.) God's grace to give life eternal to believers."

343. Is "God's grace to give life eternal to believers" a moral will only?

Answer. No, but it is also "a real physical will, (to speak so,) according to the which, Christ effectually, strongly layeth bands of love, cords of sweet enforcing grace, to persuade the soul to take Jesus Christ."

344. What is the notion of the Gospel as revealing men's duty sufficient to do?

Answer. It is enough to lay the obliga​tion of believing on all. As though it were to say, 'You are all to believe no less, than if there were not any reprobated persons amongst you.'

345. What reveals God's purpose of election?

Answer. Not the Gospel of itself (although it reveals the doctrine), but God's efficacious working of faith, called inward calling.

346. What is to be said of those who say in despairing or in weakness that the Gospel has made an exception of them and belongs not to them as reprobates?

Answer. They are deluded, for the gospel formally revealeth neither the Lord's decree of election nor reprobation. The embracing of the gospel, and the final rejection thereof, can speak to both these; but that is neither the gospel voice, nor the gospel spirit, that revealeth any such bad tidings.

347. To whom comes Christ with his Good Tidings?

Answer. To all, elect and reprobate.

348. Are any to believe that their salvation is impossible?

Answer. It is doubtful if their reprobation is so revealed even to those who have sinned against the Holy Ghost, that they are thereby bound to believe their own impossibility to be saved.

349. Why ought such a man yet to abstain from concluding the impossibility of his own salvation?

Answer. Because, "though a man knew himself to be over score and past all remedy, he is obliged to believe the power of infinite mercy to save him, and to hang by that thread, in humility and adherence to Christ."

350. What is the second use to be made of this doctrine?

Answer. If Christ be sent for lost Israel, and say in the Gospel, 'Who will go with me? My Father the King sent me, his own Son, to bring thee up to his house,' then we have no reason but to go with him.
