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A Historical and Doctrinal Record of the Struggles
Of The Reformed Presbyterian Church in America

With its Reasons for Reorganizing a Presbytery
After the National Revolution.

The Constitution of the Associate-Reformed Synod In America Considered, Disowned, and
Testified Against, As Inconsistent with the Reformation-Constitution of Britain and Ireland,

By authority Of the Reformed Presbytery in Scotland.  1787.

Summary of Foregoing Criticisms of the Eight Articles of the A.R. Synod.

1st Article: The synod declares its adherence to the Westminster Confession with exceptions
to three paragraphs defining the duty of civil government in relation to religion.  They do not
recognize that where the word of God prevails in a land, there are duties it lays upon the nation
and government.  Even after the American revolution, they do not acknowledge that these obli-
gations, from God’s law in his word, determine when a constitution of magistracy stands in op-
position to God’s ordinance.  The Synod pleads for a power to adjust matters of worship and
government, based on time and place, which power is yet undefined.  They promise a “full lib-
erty” in church courts to present scruples about “any article or articles of the Confession,” etc.

2nd Article: The synod declares an approval of the contendings of previous generations, but
this appears inauthentic in light of the previous article.

3rd Article: The synod profess a regard for the “religious denominations” of their former
connection, while they are demonstrating a disregard for these associations, which are already
determined to be those to which “they formerly belonged,” and for whom they themselves have
defined the new terms on which they will be received to communion.

4th  Article:  The  synod  declares  a  thorough  disregard  for  the  real  principles  of  the
Reformation itself concerning civil government and civil establishments, by prohibiting any
attempt to introduce these topics, now termed “local controversies,” etc.

5th  Article:  The  synod  outlines  new  principles  about  the  topics  of  deposition  and
excommunication which allow for “dissolution” of “connection” in cases which might truly
warrant discipline.

6th  Article:  The  synod  presents  its  broader  terms  of  communion  under  the  expression
“terms  of  fixed  communion”  which  appear  to  be  distinguished  from terms  of  “occasional
communion”—something left undefined.



7th Article: The synod profess their willingness to hold “occasional communion” with pious
people “of other denominations,” but effectively misuse the Confession of Faith and Scriptures
to justify a practice they acknowledge “may produce great disorders.”

8th  Article:  The  synod  again  boast  of  having  detached  their  general  principles  (“the
Presbyterian  system”)  from  local  peculiarities,  and  then  define  their  policy  for  receiving
applications for admission (or gospel ministry) from other Presbyterians.

= = = = Continuing & Concluding the Text from the Reformed Presbytery of Scotland = = = =

he questions to be proposed unto those who enter into office contained in the formula, and
the rules established for directing the judicial operations of the synod, in so far as these

reduplicate upon the articles, must be viewed in the same light with them.—On the whole—the
committee  find  themselves  in  duty  bound  to  testify  against  this  synodical  union  of  their
brethren,  with  those  of  the  seceding  ministers,  with  whom they  have  chosen  to  associate
themselves, on the reasons assigned above, and—therefore they did, and hereby do, testify, and
declare against this as an ambiguous—defective—loose—unstable—latitudinarian—and local
union, opposite to, eversive of the covenanted union of Britain and Ireland, in the bond of
which they and their brethren were once connected—an ambiguous union, the terms of it being
so  very  doubtful—a  defective  union,  omitting  some  of  the  substantial  truths  of  God  and
attainments of the reformed covenanted church of Britain and Ireland—a loose union, being
founded on very general principles—an unstable union, referring truths about which members
are not supposed to be agreed to a future discussion, which may in the issue tend to annihilate
the synodical connection—a local union, being detached from all foreign connections with the
Christian church in any other parts of the world, and having for its limits the boundaries of the
American states.

T

The committee having delivered their sentiments concerning this synodical union, would
now entreat their brethren, in the bowels of our Lord Jesus Christ,  seriously to review the
nature and tendency of the union in the light of the word of God, to give their observations on it
a dispassionate hearing, and, persuaded as they are, that their brethren will find them agreeable
to truth, to allow them to have their due influence upon their minds; in doing which they must
be convinced, that, in the hour of coalition, they have been deceived into an apostacy from their
former profession, though perhaps meaning to act in the spirit of it, and that therefore their
present duty, remembering from whence they have fallen, is to repent, return, and to do their
first works.—The gracious call of God to them in his word is, turn, O backsliding children, for
I am married unto you [Jer.  3.14.]——the expostulation of this church with them is,  Why
should our staff of brotherhood be broken asunder? we are brethren, the sons of one mother;
why then should division be found amongst us? though you are now in the arms of another
fellowship, it is not yet too late to think of disconnection:  ►  We are afraid there are some
amongst you who trouble you, and labor to pervert the faith you once espoused, and have so far
brought you into bondage, but on your return to your former profession and duty, be assured



you will find the church here ready to embrace you with the most cordial reception;  As your
defection from her communion hath wounded her dearest comforts, nothing but your return can
furnish to her true consolation; she hath no greater joy than when all her connections walk in
the truth.  Be persuaded then, our dear brethren, to reflect upon your present course; try your
ways—and speedily turn your feet unto God’s testimonies, which, may the Lord himself, who
gathereth the disperst of Israel into one, enable you to do.—But if it shall be our mortification
to find, that you still remain inflexible in your present union, then we must adjure you to bear
witness, that not we, but you, by an obstinate dereliction of the common profession we made of
the  covenanted  testimony  of  Christ,  have  broken  our  ecclesiastical  union,  that  all  the
disagreeable consequences resulting therefrom lie at your door; and to a greater than man you
have to answer.1

To these of the people who, following their ministers, have been drawn away from their
profession, into a submission to this synod in their scheme of principles, the committee would
say, What cause have you now discovered in the good profession you once made, that you have
so far turned your back upon it? where now is that ancient zeal, which carried you over these
wide seas to this country, to seek for yourselves pastors of the reformation church? Have length
of time, political revolutions, and the influence of falling churchmen, extinguished all that?—
but, O consider! that no vicissitudes in human affairs can produce any alteration in the precepts
of religion, and the permanent obligation lying upon us to prosecute the same; Believe it that
the changes which have of late passed over your country, and the instability of your spiritual

1 These words carry with them a gravity and directness about sin and its consequences which would
likely be considered erroneous or extravagant by men who read them at the time.  It can hardly be
expected  they  will  be  more  agreeable  to  many  modern  readers,  who  are  less  attached  to  the
principles,  and less  wounded by the  events.  But  do the  events  of  history  tend to  validate  the
concerns of the Reformed Presbytery?  Did the observations (in the preceding paragraph) about an
unstable or loose union, likely to annihilate the connection itself,  find fulfillment in the events
which followed?  The Associate Church, in its testimony, and W.M. Glasgow in his “History of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church in America,” (1888,) both relay to us facts about the course which
followed.  And the subsequent history makes the matter yet more serious.  Most of the Associate-
Reformed Synod gradually defected from Bible Truth and Gospel Fundamentals.  It  is true, the
Synod of the South maintained its identity as “Associate-Reformed” without following the same
grievous steps of other Synods, but they also bear the evidence of the original steps of backsliding.
In matters of worship, their joint path was described in the 1800s as “doing away with days of
fasting  and  preparation  before  communion,  holding  open  communion,  singing  hymns,  freely
exchanging pulpits with all denominations.” (Glasgow, p. 75.)  The remaining synods of the church,
however, took the original ideals of the A.R. Synod further, eventually merging with the “United
Presbyterian Church.”  This church finally coalesced with the Presbyterian Church USA in 1983. 
Among them there is but little of the precious doctrine, these men once professed, that is not subject
to rejection and abuse by some of her own “ministers.”  If the former innovators and compromisers
may be compared to those who walk in the sins of Jeroboam, we must lament that these latter have
yet more plainly and thoroughly “learned the ways of the heathen,” enough to shame King Ahab. 
No doubt, there are exceptions in both communions, but the dangerous influence that prevails in
these bodies abundantly verifies the warning given by the Reformed Presbytery.—JTKer.



guides leave the cause of truth the same; hearken to it, dear friends, apostacy in the members of
the church, is a very heinous evil before that God who keepeth truth for evermore; defection
from, or neutrality about any divine truth, opens a door for more of the same kind. ► A loose
scheme of principles, such as is that of the synod, whereby defection is promoted from former
attainments,  and  the  communion  of  the  church  laid  open  to  the  supposed  pious  of  all
denominations, has a native tendency to introduce into the church indifference about every
other truth, but those which are supposed to be amongst the essentials of salvation, and who
can say where suppositions of this kind will stop?  Tho’ the ministers you obtained from this
church have deviated from the profession they made at the time you received them in that
character,  and the  relation  was  formed betwixt  you and them,  that  by  no  means  lays  any
obligation upon you to follow them in their back-sliding ways.  Let it not be always said, The
leaders of this people have caused you to err. [Isa. 9.16.] ► Recall to your minds the many
awful threatenings a Jealous God hath denounced in his word against those who turn aside;
though he may give pardon to his own people, guilty in this respect, he will certainly take
vengeance  upon  their  inventions.  [Psalm  99.8.]—There  is  one  request  the  church  in  this
country hath to ask of you, which is, that you will attentively consider their judgment of the
synodical union, to which your practices have said Amen; and, if with them you are now able to
discern it to be an union which hath
involved in apostacy all parties, it will
be truly Christian and noble in you to
disclaim all future connection with it,
and again to return to the profession
of the truth, in which desirable event,
the church that nourished you in your
infancy,  will  with  parental  affection
rejoice to receive you as her returning
children into her tenderest care, and,
by  the  assistance  of  God,  bestow
upon you all  the help their  situation
can afford; but, if deaf to the voice of
the  church,  you  persevere  in  the
choice  you  have  made,  then  know
that  there  hath  been  a  warning  sent
you from the word of the Lord—and
it is at your peril to reject it.

Before we conclude, the committee would tender a few things to those private Christians
who have transmitted by letters their complaint upon the union of synod.—Tho’ the apostacy of
the ministers, and the great majority of the people have given them the most sensible pain:
notwithstanding the committee rejoice to find that there are any left in the church in America,

Q. 1. When examining the questions and formula of the
A.R.  Synod,  what  does  the  Presbytery  mention  as
making the basis of union defective?

Q. 2. What does the Reformed Presbytery of Scotland call
for from the brethren of the A.R. Synod in America?

Q. 3. Did the Reformed Presbytery of Scotland depose or
excommunicate the ministers which abandoned them
to join the Associate Reformed Synod?

Q.  4.  When  the  Reformed  Presbytery  addresses  the
people  who have followed these  ministers  into  this
new  organization,  what  two  things  does  the
Presbytery  emphasize  cannot  change  the  “cause  of
truth” itself?

Q. 5. What promise does the Scottish Presbytery make to
those  who  are  called  to  consider  the  apostacy
involved  in  the  new  union,  and  to  return  to  their
former profession?



who have not bowed the knee to this synodical union, and that the Lord hath still a remnant to
witness for himself in that quarter of the world.  The committee condole most feelingly with the
disappointed, destitute, and tried condition of those members; and they do assure them they
have the tenderest sympathy of the church in this country, who desire not to forget them in their
prayers before the great Shepherd of Israel, who knows all his own sheep, and is known of
them; To those members the committee would recommend a patient continuance in a wise,
bold,  and steadfast  maintenance of  the  covenanted testimony of  the  church of  Britain  and
Ireland in her purest times; a testimony that hath been marked with signal tokens of the divine
approbation;  stood  the  test  of  ages;  and  has  been  sealed  with  the  best  blood  of  faithful
martyrs. ► As ye have withstood the force of the artifices laid to ensnare you into the common
apostacy,  in  the  day  of  coalition,  endeavor,  in  dependence  upon  grace,  still  to  exercise  a
continued vigilance, lest any avail themselves of philosophy and vain deceit to spoil you of
your crown of glory.  You have kept the ground whilst others have fallen, let it never be said, in
any after period, that ye also have gone away.  Remember that perseverance to the end is the
criterion of Christ’s faithful witnesses.  Deserted by your spiritual guides, who were bound to
watch over your souls in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, as it would be inconsistent
with a proper testimony against their backsliding, so it is far from being the judgment of this
church, to advise you to go after them, and now to attend upon their official ministrations; you
will at once evidence the truest love for their good, and exhibit the fairest testimony against
their evils, by a continued declining of their public ministry: and though in your forlorn state,
you may not enjoy the sweet voice of the gospel from the mouth of men, as formerly, yet
remember,  that  the  master  of  assemblies  can  feed  your  souls,  manifest  himself  to  your
consolation, and advance your eternal salvation, in the believing and diligent use of the private
means of grace, to which the faithful have often had recourse in similar circumstances, and
which in their joyful experience, have been found to be to their disconsolate souls refreshing
wells of salvation: ► Whilst thus appearing in the public character of witnesses, forget not that
your great spiritual duty is, to live in the daily exercise of faith upon Jesus, a crucified Saviour,
for the sanctification of your persons, and the establishment of your practices in the paths of
true  and  undefiled  religion,  against  the  power  of  the  prevailing  vices  wherewith  you  are
surrounded;  Let your lights of truth, holiness, and virtue so shine before others, that you may
be the acknowledged followers of the Lamb; let the wisdom of serpents and the innocence of
doves mark all your footsteps; remember that a life of good offices to all, and a tender concern
for souls, are inseparable from the character of true church members.  Those of you who live
contiguous will see it to be your duty, and find it to be your interest, to convene upon the holy
Sabbath, and at other seasons for the performance of private social worship; and all of you
ought to form a general correspondence amongst yourselves, in order to strengthen the hands of
one another in your present broken state, in supporting the cause of truth we all profess. ► The
church in this country is willing to hold a correspondence with you; as a proof of which they
have transmitted this short view of their judgment of the union, both for the conviction of



declining members, and the confirmation of you who still avow an adherence to your ancient
profession: But, as they are partly ignorant of the state of matters amongst you at large, and as
there  may  be  internal  differences  in  opinion  amongst  you  in  relation  to  your  duty  to  the
ministers of your former connexion, (a thing scarcely to be wondered at in your very trying
situation) they would desire you to meet together amongst yourselves, or so to correspond, as to
be able to collect the views of different persons where they disagree; and alongst with these, to
send over a state of your situation at large, from which they will be better enabled to judge of
your case; till then, they assure you of their most sincere wishes for your prosperity in religion,
and your steadfastness in the truth, under the great trial divine providence hath laid before you.
—►As to your desire, that the church would so far sympathize with your destitute state, as to
send over a supply of ministers to dispense to you the ordinances of salvation, we can assure
you that they are ready to do every thing in their power for your edification; and sincerely wish
they may be enabled to grant you the prayer of your request, in sending over a mission of
faithful labourers into your vineyard, if future informations expected from you shall discover
this to be our duty; but they would wish to wait the issue of their judgment of the union upon
the ministers who have left you, and also your return, both of which may tend to throw more
light upon their duty in this particular.  And now,  dear Christian friends and brethren in the
Lord Jesus, we recommend you to the
care of the Chief Shepherd, in whose
hands Jehovah hath entrusted both the
concerns  of  his  own  glory,  and  the
salvation of his people; may he look
upon  your  afflictions,  and  send
seasonable  help  to  you  in  your
extremity;  and  when  it  would  have
been no hard thing for  his  almighty
power to have raised Isaac out of his
own ashes; may he raise up to you a
faithful  priesthood  that  will  execute
all  his  pleasure;  May  the  spirit  of
wisdom be given unto you to know
the times and your own duty therein.
[1  Chron.  12.32.]  Farewell,  dearly
beloved in the Lord.

The  observations  of  the  committee  upon  the  articles  of  union  being  read  before  the
reformed presbytery, were approved by them, and the presbytery order them to be printed, and
to be transmitted, with all convenient speed to America.

Extracted by ARCHD. MASON, Cl. Pr.

Q. 6. What general virtue and practice does the Presbytery,
(or  its  committee,)  recommend  to  those  private
Christians  in  America  who  have  complained  to  the
Presbytery about the union of the A.R. Synod?

Q.  7.  What  does  the  Reformed  Presbytery  in  Scotland
recommend to  believers  in  America  as  the  means for
feeding their souls?

Q.  8.  Would  the  Presbytery  have  the  members  of  the
societies in America to consider themselves as no longer
being part of the Church while they have no ministers,
and lack the use of the sacraments?

Q.  9.  Does  the  Scottish  Presbytery  advise  the  potential
members of R.P. societies in America to disfellowship
any who hold divergent views of their duty toward the
ministers of their former connection?

Q. 10. What does the Scottish Presbytery hope to receive
first,  before  sending  a  mission  of  faithful  laborers  to
help the Reformed Presbyterians in America?



= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =

Discussion Questions:

Q. 1. When examining the questions and formula of the A.R. Synod, what does the Presbytery mention
as making the basis of union defective?

A.  The  union  was  defective  because  it  omitted  “some  of  the  substantial  truths  of  God  and
attainments of the reformed covenanted church of Britain and Ireland.”

Q. 2. What does the Reformed Presbytery of Scotland call for from the brethren of the A.R. Synod in
America?

A. They entreat them to review the nature and tendency of their actions, and to repent, return, and
do their first works.

Q.  3.  Did  the  Reformed  Presbytery  of  Scotland  depose  or  excommunicate  the  ministers  which
abandoned them to join the Associate Reformed Synod?

A. No; they rather seek to emphasize that the source of their division and lack of fellowship is
wholly due to the unbrotherly dereliction of these men in America.

Q. 4. When the Reformed Presbytery addresses the people who have followed these ministers into this
new organization, what two things does the Presbytery emphasize cannot change the “cause of
truth” itself?

A. The cause of truth is unchanged, even by (1) the changes which have come upon their country
by a revolution, and (2) by the instability of spiritual guides who have given wrong direction.
Every believer's duty remains the same, though his circumstantial helps and temptations may
have made a very disadvantageous shift.

Q. 5. What promise does the Scottish Presbytery make to those who are called to consider the apostacy
involved in the new union, and to return to their former profession?

A. They promise that they will exercise tender parental care to bestow all the help their situation
can afford.  (James Reid began his missionary trip to America in August, 1789.  Mr. M’Garrah
came from Ireland in about the year 1791.  William King arrived in 1792.  James McKinney
immigrated to America in 1793.  And William Gibson immigrated in 1797.)

Q. 6. What general virtue and practice does the Presbytery, (or its committee,) recommend to those
private Christians in America who have complained to the Presbytery about the union of the A.R.
Synod?

A.  They recommend “a  patient  continuance in  a  wise,  bold,  and steadfast  maintenance of  the
covenanted testimony of the church of Britain and Ireland in her purest times.”

Q. 7. What does the Reformed Presbytery in Scotland recommend to believers in America as the means
for feeding their souls?

A.  They recommend that  these  people  continue  to  decline  the  public  ministry  of  their  former
pastors, and make a “believing and diligent use of the private means of grace, to which the
faithful have often had recourse in similar circumstances.”

Q. 8. Would the Presbytery have the members of the societies in America to consider themselves as no
longer being part of the Church while they have no ministers, and lack the use of the sacraments?



A. No.  These Christians should combine together the (1) public character of witnesses, (2) the
daily exercise of faith in Jesus, (3) a constancy in the practices of true and undefiled religion,
and (4) a light shining before men in exercising goodness to all others,—so that they clearly
have the “character of true church members.”

Q.  9.  Does  the  Scottish  Presbytery  advise  the  potential  members  of  R.P.  societies  in  America  to
disfellowship any who hold divergent views of their  duty toward the ministers of their  former
connection?

A. No.  They expect such differences, and request that they would cooperate together, collect the
disagreeing views, and relay them to the Presbytery.

Q. 10. What does the Scottish Presbytery hope to receive first, before sending a mission of faithful
laborers to help the Reformed Presbyterians in America?

A. They hope to receive useful information to clarify their duty, through information about the
views of the societies maintaining correspondence, and answers from the ministers who have
left their fellowship.


