Study Series Lesson 2 of 11 on:

DIRECTORY

FOR
Publike Prayer, Reading the Holy Scriptures, Singing
of Psalms, Preaching of the Word, Administration
of the Sacraments; And other parts of the
Publike Worship of God, Ordinary
and Extraordinary.

Study of the Directory for the Public Worship of God by the Westminster Assembly 1644/1645."

Additional Context of the Solemn League and Covenant: History from D. Silversides’ Article

By August 1642 the civil war in England between the parliamentary forces and the troops of Charles I
was under way. The ‘Long Parliament’ had abolished episcopal government in the Church of England. By
‘episcopal government’ we mean church government by a hierarchy including diocesan bishops over a
number of congregations and ministers. This had been swept away, though without any real replacement.
Parliament therefore called a gathering of ministers and selected members of the houses of Parliament to
settle the government of the Church of England and revise the 39 Articles. Parliament summoned
presbyterians, independents, and episcopalians to this gathering, which became known as the Westminster
Assembly. However, because the king forbade the meeting of the Westminster Assembly, many of the
episcopalians and high churchmen did not attend.

Meanwhile, the parliamentary forces had suffered serious reverses and looked for assistance from
Scotland. The process of reformation had gone much further in Scotland than in England — Scotland had
already entered into the National Covenant in 1638. In looking for Scottish help, the English parliament
wanted a league but the Scots wanted more than this. The Scottish minister Robert Baillie wrote, “The
English were for a civil league, we for a religious covenant.” The Scots had little to gain politically from an
agreement, but they hoped to use their position to help forward the reformation of the English church. As a
result, the Solemn League and Covenant was drawn up by Alexander Henderson (who was, along with
Baillie and others, one of the Scottish representatives at Westminster Assembly.) In 1643 the Solemn
League and Covenant was signed and sworn with lifted-up hands by the Houses of Parliament and the
Westminster Assembly after preaching by Henderson and Philip Nye. After this, the Solemn League and
Covenant was signed by the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland and the Scottish Parliament and
later still it was subscribed by Charles IT who was king of England, Scotland, and Ireland.

1 Study Document revised from former edition of 2018.07.15: Above Article from David Silversides illustrates Irish support. It is
titled, “What the Solemn League and Covenant Means for Today.” URL: https://www.loughbrickland.org/articles/slc.shtml



Ireland

In the spring of 1644 the Church of Scotland sent four ministers to preach and explain the Solemn League
and Covenant to the army and the people in the North of Ireland. At Carrickfergus, a thousand soldiers and
civilians swore the Covenant. Large numbers gathered in Comber, Newtonards, Bangor, Broadisland and
Islandmagee. Later on, more gatherings listened to the preaching of the Scottish ministers and swore the
Covenant in Antrim, Ballymena and Coleraine and apparently after the worship finished the people stayed to
sing Psalms and pray to Almighty God. It was also signed at Bailie and Dunluce in the Route at
Londonderry. Two of the Scottish ministers, William Adair and John Weir met considerable opposition from
the mayor of Londonderry and Colonel Mervyn. But the crowds gathered in such numbers to listen to the
preaching and to swear the Covenant that these men were powerless to prevent it.

Then in Raphoe, County Donegal, so great a crowd came to hear the preaching of the Scottish ministers
that one man had to preach inside the church building and another outside, because the building would not
hold all who had gathered. The two ministers involved preached the Word in these places, explained the
Solemn League and Covenant and then the many who wished to do so, took it. The ministers proceeded to
Letterkenny and then to a place called Rae, and again one of the ministers had to preach inside the building
and one had to preach outside, so great were the multitudes ready to swear the Solemn League and
Covenant. They proceeded then to a place called Taboin and then to Enniskillen where everyone except one
conforming minister swore the Solemn League and Covenant. » One of the ministers went back to Derry
Cathedral and, after the altar had been removed, observed the Lord’s Supper. Only those who gave evidence
of being Christians were allowed to partake. There was also a great gathering at Ballycastle where more
multitudes swore the Covenant. Then the ministers returned to the congregations of Antrim and Down
preaching and exhorting where they had already been with the Solemn League and Covenant. Now they
were joined by a third minister, James Hamilton, and proceeded to take communion services in
Newtownards, Holywood and Ballywalter before returning to Scotland. Both in what became Northern
Ireland (after the partition), and also in Donegal, vast numbers swore the Covenant. There were also some
who swore this Covenant in Dublin, though small in number.

Effects

As a result of the Solemn League and Covenant, the Westminster Assembly took on a new significance.
First of all, Scots commissioners were sent to the Westminster Assembly, as a direct result of the Covenant.
The Scottish General Assembly sent both ministers and ruling elders to the Westminster Assembly in order
to make the point that presbyterian government meant that ministers and ruling elders would govern the
Church of God. Also, the scope of the Assembly’s work was greatly increased. Instead of being revised,
the 39 Articles were set aside and the Assembly’s work was expanded to cover four areas set out in the
Solemn League and Covenant. It was to produce a Confession of Faith, a form of church government, a
directory for worship and a catechism. There was originally to be one catechism, but they ended up
producing two — the Larger and Shorter Catechisms. As the Scots reported, they could not ‘dress up meat
and milk in one dish,’ so the Shorter Catechism was produced for the young, weak, and ignorant, whereas
the Larger Catechism was for the mature. In God’s providence, then, it was the Solemn League and
Covenant that resulted in the production of the Westminster Confession, the Directory for Public Worship,
the Form of Presbyterian Church Government and the Catechisms. The Assembly also laid the ground
work for what later became known as the Scottish psalter of 1650.

[The above Article includes additional sections on the Content of Covenant, Biblical Basis, Obligation, etc.]



Directory for the Public Worship of God

Of the Assembling of the Congregation, and their Behaviour in
the Public Worship of God.

WHEN the congregation is to meet for Public Worship, the people (having before prepared their hearts
thereunto) ought all to come, and join therein: not absenting themselves from the Public Ordinances,
through negligence, or upon pretence of Private meetings.

Let all enter the Assembly, not irreverently, but in a grave and seemly manner, taking their seats or
places without Adoration, or Bowing themselves towards one place or other.

The congregation being assembled, the Minister, after solemn calling on them to the worshipping of
the great name of God, is to begin with Prayer;

In all Reverence and Humility acknowledging the incomprehensible Greatness and Majesty of
the Lord, (in whose presence they do then in a special manner appear) and their own vileness
and unworthiness to approach so near him; with their utter inability of themselves to so great a
Work: And humbly beseeching him for Pardon, Assistance, and Acceptance in the whole Service
then to be performed; and for a Blessing on that particular portion of his Word then to be read:
And all, in the Name and Mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Public Worship being begun, the people are wholly to attend upon it, forbearing to Read any
thing, except what the Minister is then reading or citing: and abstaining much more from all private
whisperings, conferences, salutations, or doing reverence to any person present, or coming in; as also
from all gazing, sleeping, and other indecent behaviour, which may disturb the Minister or people, or
hinder themselves or others in the service of God.

If any, through necessity be hindered from being present at the beginning, they ought not, when
they come into the Congregation, to betake themselves to their private Devotions, but reverently to
compose themselves to join with the Assembly, in that Ordinance of God which is then in hand.

tH+++++++++t+ At

Of Public Reading of the holy Scriptures.

Reading of the Word in the Congregation, being part of the public Worship of God, (wherein we
acknowledge our dependence upon him, and subjection to him,) and one Means sanctified by him for
the edifying of his People, is to be performed by the Pastors and Teachers.

Howbeit, such as intend the Ministry, may occasionally both read the Word, and exercise their gift
in Preaching in the Congregation, if allowed by the Presbytery thereunto.

All the Canonical Books of the Old and New Testament (but none of those which are commonly
called Apocrypha) shall be publicly read in the vulgar Tongue, out of the best allowed Translation,
distinctly, that all may hear and understand.



How large a portion shall be read at once, is left to the wisdom of the Minister: But it is convenient
that ordinarily one Chapter of each Testament be read at every meeting; and sometimes more, where
the Chapters be short, or the coherence of matter requireth it.

It is requisite that all the Canonical Books be read over in order, that the people may be better
acquainted with the whole Body of the Scriptures; And ordinarily, where the reading in either
Testament endeth on one Lord’s day, it is to begin the next.

We commend also the more frequent reading of such Scriptures, as he that readeth shall think best
for edification of his Hearers, as the Book of Psalms and such like.

When the Minister, who readeth, shall judge it necessary to expound any part of what is read, let it
not be done until the whole Chapter or Psalm be ended: and regard is always to be had unto the time,
that neither Preaching, nor other Ordinances be straitened, or rendered tedious. Which Rule is to be
observed in all other public performances.

Beside Public Reading of the Holy Scriptures, every person that can read, is to be exhorted to read
the Scriptures privately, (and all others that cannot read, if not disabled by age, or otherwise, are
likewise to be exhorted to learn to read,) and to have a Bible.

Questions for Discussion:
1. What evidence may be identified to show that the Irish people, as well as Scottish and English,
desired the worship of God to be reformed in their churches?
A.

2. What is the character of the manner in which Christians should assemble for public worship?
A.

3. What are some things which ought to be acknowledged in the prayer offered by the minister in the
beginning of the public service?
A.

4. What are some things which Christians must abstain from during the worship of God?
A.

5. Who should Christians be careful to not disturb in their conduct during public worship?
A.

6. What Bible version should be read during the public worship service?
A.



