
Study Series Lesson 7 of 11 on:
A

D I R E C TO RY
FOR

Publike Prayer, Reading the Holy Scriptures, Singing

of Psalms, Preaching of the Word, Administration

of the Sacraments; And other parts of the

Publike Worship of God, Ordinary

and Extraordinary.

Study of the Directory for the Public Worship of God by the Westminster Assembly 1644/1645.1

Of the Sanctification of the Lord’s day.

He Lord’s  day  ought  to  be  so  remembered  before-hand,  as  that  all  worldly  business  of  our
ordinary Callings may be so ordered, and so timely and seasonably laid aside, as they may not be

impediments to the due sanctifying of the Day when it comes. [Exod. 16.29-30.]
T

The whole day is to be celebrated as holy to the Lord, both in public and private, as being the
Christian Sabbath.  To which end, it is requisite, that there be a holy cessation, or resting all that Day,
from all unnecessary labours; and an abstaining, not only from all sports and pastimes, but also from all
worldly words and thoughts. [Gen. 2.2,3; Exod. 20.8.]

That the Diet on that Day be so ordered, as that neither servants be unnecessarily detained from the
public worship of God, nor any other person hindered from the sanctifying that Day. [Exod 20.10.]

That there be private preparations of every person and family, by prayer for themselves, and for
God’s assistance of the Minister, and for a blessing upon his Ministry, and by such other holy exercises,
as may further dispose them to a more comfortable communion with God in his public Ordinances.
[Eph. 6.18-19.]

That all the people meet so timely for public Worship, that the whole Congregation may be present
at the beginning, and with one heart solemnly join together in all parts of the public Worship; and not
depart till after the Blessing. [1 Cor. 14.40; Col. 2.5.]

That what time is vacant, between or after the solemn meetings of the Congregation in public, be
spent in Reading, Meditation, Repetition of Sermons; (especially, by calling their families to an account
of what they have heard,) and catechising of them, holy conferences, Prayer for a blessing upon the
Public Ordinances, singing of Psalms, visiting the sick, relieving the poor, and such like duties of piety,
charity, and mercy, accounting the Sabbath a delight. [Deut. 6.6-7; Acts 6.2-4; James 1.27; Luke 6.9.]
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The Solemnization of Marriage.

Lthough Marriage be no Sacrament, nor peculiar to the Church of God, but common to mankind,
and of Public interest in every Commonwealth; yet because such as marry are to marry in the

Lord, and have special need of Instruction, Direction, and Exhortation, from the Word of God, at their
entering  into  such  a  new condition;  and  of  the  blessing  of  God  upon  them therein;  we  judge  it
expedient, that Marriage be solemnized by a lawful Minister of the Word, that he may accordingly
counsel them, and pray for a blessing upon them. [Luke 20.34; Heb. 13.4; 1 Cor. 7.39.]

A

Marriage is to be betwixt one man and one woman only; and they, such as are not within the
degrees of Consanguinity or Affinity prohibited by the Word of God.  And the parties are to be of years
of discretion, fit to make their own choice, or upon good grounds, to give their mutual consent. [Mal.
2.14-15; Lev. 18.27; Ezek. 5.6-7; 1 Cor. 7.36; Gen. 24.57-58.]

Before  the  solemnizing  of  Marriage  between  any  Persons,  their  purpose  of  Marriage  shall  be
published by the Minister three several Sabbath-days, in the Congregation, at the place or places of
their most usual and constant abode respectively.  And of this Publication, the Minister who is to join
them in Marriage, shall have sufficient Testimony, before he proceed to solemnize the Marriage.

Before that Publication of such their purpose (if the parties be under age) the consent of the Parents,
or others, under whose power they are (in case the Parents be dead) is to be made known to the Church
Officers of that Congregation, to be Recorded. [Ezra 9.12; Jer. 29.6.]

The like is to be observed in the proceedings of all others, although of age, whose Parents are
living, for their first Marriage.  And in after Marriages of either of those parties, they shall be exhorted
not to contract Marriage, without first acquainting their Parents with it, (if with conveniency it may be
done,) endeavouring to obtain their consent. [Deut. 5.16.]

Parents ought not to force their children to marry without their free consent, nor deny their own
consent without just cause. [See First Book of Discipline, 1560, § Of Marriage.]

After the purpose or contract of Marriage hath been thus published, the Marriage is not to be long
deferred.  Therefore,  the  Minister,  having  had  convenient  warning,  and  nothing  being  objected  to
hinder it, is publicly to solemnize it in the place appointed by Authority for public Worship, before a
competent number of credible witnesses, at some convenient hour of the day, at any time of the year,
except on a day of Public humiliation.  And we advise that it be not on the Lord’s day.

And because all  Relations are sanctified by the Word and Prayer,  the Minister is to pray for a
blessing upon them, to this effect:

Acknowledging our sins,  whereby we have made ourselves less than the least of  all  the
mercies of God, and provoked him to embitter all our comforts, earnestly in the name of Christ
to  entreat  the  Lord  (whose  presence  and  favour  is  the  happiness  of  every  condition,  and
sweetens every Relation) to be their Portion, and to own and accept them in Christ, who are



now to be joined in the honourable estate of Marriage, the Covenant of their God: and that as
he hath brought them together by his Providence, he would sanctify them by his Spirit, giving
them a new frame of heart fit for their new estate; enriching them with all Graces, whereby they
may perform the duties, enjoy the comforts, undergo the cares, and resist the temptations which
accompany that condition, as becometh Christians.

The prayer being ended, it is convenient that the Minister do briefly declare unto them, out of the
Scripture,

The  Institution,  Use,  and  ends  of  Marriage,  with  the  Conjugal  duties,  which  in  all
faithfulness, they are to perform each to other; exhorting them to study the holy Word of God,
that they may learn to live by faith, and to be content in the midst of all Marriage cares and
troubles, sanctifying God’s Name in a thankful, sober, and holy use of all Conjugal comforts,
praying much with, and for, one another; watching over, and provoking each other to love and
good works; and to live together as the heirs of the grace of life. [1 Pet. 3.7.]

After solemn charging of the persons to be Married, before the great God, who searcheth all hearts,
and to whom they must give a strict account at the last day, that if either of them know any cause, by
precontract or otherwise, why they may not lawfully proceed to Marriage, that they now discover it:
The Minister (if no impediment be acknowledged) shall cause, first the man to take the woman by the
right hand, saying these words,

I N. do take thee N. to be my married wife, and do, in the presence of God, and before
this Congregation, promise & covenant to be a loving and faithful husband unto
thee, until God shall separate us by death.

Then the woman shall take the man by the right hand, and say these words,

I N. do take thee N. to be my married husband, and I do, in the presence of God, and
before  this  Congregation,  promise  and  covenant  to  be  a  loving,  faithful  and
obedient wife unto thee, until God shall separate us by death.

Then, without any further Ceremony, the Minister shall, in the face of the Congregation, pronounce
them to be husband and wife, according to God’s Ordinance; and so conclude the action with Prayer to
this effect,

That  the  Lord  would  be  pleased  to  accompany  his  own  Ordinance  with  his  blessing,
beseeching  him to  enrich  the  persons  now married,  as  with  other  pledges  of  his  love,  so
particularly with the comforts and fruits of marriage, to the praise of his abundant mercy, in
and through Christ Jesus.

A Register is to be carefully kept, wherein the names of the parties so married, with the time of their
marriage, are forthwith to be fairly recorded in a Book provided for that purpose, for the perusal of all
whom it may concern.



===================================================
Observations on Deviations from the Directory Relative to Marriage

===================================================

Three items should be observed as harmful deviations from the practice described above:

1. In the matter of Marriage, our Directory is explicit that the simplicity of marriage, as an exchange
of vows, with a solemnization or blessing, should be guarded particularly.  After the exchange of
vows,  its  direction  is  that  the  minister  pronounce  the  man  and  woman  as  husband  and  wife,
“Without  any  further  ceremony.”  This  is  intended  to  exclude  the  public  exchange  of  rings  in
Marriage, as a superstitious corruption.  Given man’s tendency to superstition, and inclination to
disregard the significance of these vows as constituting the actual marriage, it remains necessary at
the present day to strictly observe the prohibition here instituted.

2. Perhaps a more important item on the topic of Marriage would be the vows themselves.  If we
compare the Westminster Directory’s vows with those used in modern Reformed churches, we will
notice a step of de-forming embraced by these churches, in which they have conformed to anti-
Christian culture, and alienated themselves from the better standards of Christian culture.  In the
1640s it was expected that a woman would promise and covenant to be ‘obedient’ to her husband,
as well as loving and faithful.  But however awkward this may seem to modern Christians, it was
not a peculiarity of puritan times.  The mainline Presbyterians in America continued to use the
expression, loving, faithful, and obedient wife, in their Directory, at least into the mid-1800s.  Why
is the change now near universal?  Does the Bible no longer include Titus 2:5 or similar passages? 
From without, the force of feminism, and from within, the inclination to conform to the world, are
evidently at work.  How serious is the matter?  It is this serious: changing marriage vows to reflect
new concepts of the duties and purpose of marriage, effectively constitutes a re-defining of what
marriage  is.  Apostate  “secular”  culture  has  taken  this  to  extremes  that  offend  the  Christian
conscience.  But the Christian Church has taken it to an extreme that offends the Creator who first
appointed marriage by his authority.

3. Omission of a Public Congregational Effort to Prevent Unlawful Marriages: Proclamation of Banns:

In 1913 the North Union Covenanters published a summary of “Steps of Defection” outlining points in
which the RPCNA had advanced in its backsliding, and the N.U. Covenanters desired to remain faithful: —
In effect, grounds to continue a state of separation.  On this particular topic of Marriage Banns, they give
some history, with three reasons and six sub-points, and then conclude:

“Now we ask again, why dispense with this rule? Such action involves guilt, unless it can be
shown that this rule tends to pollute the sanctuary, but we have seen that its design and effect is the
very opposite.  We have never seen any objections against it worth considering. It is a regulation so
obviously necessary to the purity of the church, and so necessary to conserve the morality of society
in general; that ‘he that rolleth this stone, it will return upon him.’ Prov. 26.28.”

Another Item: Article in March, 1863 “The Reformed Presbyterian and Covenanter” by William Sloane
Title: “The Proclamation of Banns” – It is better to prevent unlawful marriages than to dissolve them
afterward... but how shall the church prevent that of which she has no intimation. … The rule... [was]
never productive of evil.


