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Ezekiel 43.11: And if they be ashamed of all that they have done, shew them the form of
the house, and the fashion thereof, and the goings out thereof, and the comings in
thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and all the forms
thereof, and all the laws thereof: and write it in their sight, that they may keep the
whole form thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and do them.

Compiled by the Westminster Assembly, and adopted by the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland, 1645.02.10, Session 16. Thereafter revised by the Westminster Assembly, as a
Directory, with an additional section on Church Censures.

The Preface.

JEsus Christ, upon whose shoulders the Government is, whose name is called [Isa. 9.6,7,] Wonderful,
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, The Prince of peace, of the increase of whose
Government and Peace there shall be no end, who sits upon the throne of David, and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with Judgment and Justice, from henceforth even forever,
having all power given unto him in Heaven and in Earth by the Father, who raised him from the dead
and set him at his own Right Hand, far above all Principalities and Power, and Might and Dominion,
and every Name that is named, not only in this World, but also in that which is to come, and put all
things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things, to the Church, which is his Body, the
fulness of him that filleth all in all; He being ascended up far above all Heavens, that he might fill all
things, received gifts for his Church, and gave officers necessary for the edification of his Church, and
perfecting of his Saints. [Matth. 28.18-20. Eph. 1.20-23. Compared with Eph. 4.8,11, and Psalm 68.18.]

Of the Church.

' I 'Here is one General Church visible, held forth in the New Testament, 1 Cor 12.12,13,28,
together with the rest of the Chapter.



The Ministry, Oracles, and Ordinances of the New Testament, are given by Jesus Christ to
the General Church visible, for the gathering and perfecting of it in this life, until his second
coming, 1 Cor. 12.28. Eph. 4.4,5, compared with verses 10-13, 15, 16, of the same Chapter.

Particular visible Churches, Members of the General Church, are also held forth in the New
Testament, Gal. 1.21,22. Rev. 1.4,20, and Rev. 2.1. Particular Churches in the Primitive times
were made up of visible Saints, viz. Of such as being of age professed faith in Christ, and
obedience unto Christ, according to the rule of Faith and Life, taught by Christ and his
Apostles; And of their children, Acts 2.38,41. Acts 2. verse last, compared with Acts 5.14.
1 Cor. 1.2, compared with the 2 Cor 9.13. Acts 2.39. 1 Cor. 7.14. Rom. 11.16, and so forward,
Mark 10.14, compared with Matth. 19.13,14. Luke 18.15,16.

Of the Officers of the Church.

! I 'He Officers which Christ hath appointed for the edification of his Church, and the
perfecting of the Saints, are,

Some extraordinary, as Apostles, Evangelists, and Prophets, which are ceased.'
Others ordinary and perpetual, as Pastors, Teachers, and other Church Governors and
Deacons.
Pastors

' I 'He Pastor is an ordinary and perpetual Officer in the Church, Jer. 3.15-17, Prophesying of
the time of the Gospel, 1 Pet. 5.2-4. Eph. 4.11-13.

First, it belongs to his office;

To pray for and with his flock, as the mouth of the people unto God, Acts 6.2,3,4. Acts
20.36; Where Preaching and Prayer are joined as several parts of the same Office, James
5.14,15. The Office of the Elder, that is, the Pastor, is to pray for the sick, even in private, to
which a blessing is especially promised, much more therefore ought he to perform this in the
public execution of his Office as a part thereof, 1 Cor. 14. verses 15, 16.

To read the Scripture publicly, for the proof of which;

1. That the Priests and Levites, in the Jewish Church, were trusted with the public reading
of the Word, as is proved, Deut. 31.9-11. Nehem. 8.1, 2, and 13.

2. That the Ministers of the Gospel have as ample a Charge and Commission to dispense the
Word as well as other Ordinances, as the Priests and Levites had under the Law, proved, Isa.

1 Of extraordinary officers, the Church of Scotland’s Second Book of Discipline affirms the following
in chapter 2: “There be three extraordinary functions; The office of the Apostle, the Evangelist, and
of the Prophet, which are not perpetual, and now have ceased in the kirk of God, except when it
pleased God extraordinarily for a time to stir some of them up again.”



66.21, Mat. 23.34, where our Saviour intitleth the Officers of the New Testament whom he will
send forth by the same names of the teachers of the Old.

Which Propositions prove, that therefore (the duty being of a Moral nature) it followeth by
just consequence, that the public reading of the Scriptures belongeth to the Pastor’s Office.

To feed the Flock by Preaching of the Word, according to which he is to teach, convince,
reprove, exhort, and comfort, 1 7im. 3.2. 2 Tim. 3. verses 16,17. Titus 1.9.

To Catechise, which is a plain laying down the first principles of the Oracles of God, Heb.
5.12, or of the Doctrine of Christ, and is a part of Preaching.

To dispense other divine mysteries, 1 Cor. 4.1,2.

To administer the Sacraments, Matth. 28.19,20. Mark 16.15,16. 1 Corinth. 11.23-25,
compared with 1 Cor. 10.16.

To bless the People from God, Numb. 6.23-26, compared with Rev. 1.4.5, (where the same
blessings and Persons from whom they come are expressly mentioned) Isaiah 66.21, Where

under the names of Priests and Levites to be continued under the Gospel, are meant Evangelical
Pastors, who therefore are by Office to bless the People, Deut. 10.8. 2 Cor. 13.14. Ephe/. 1.2.

To take care of the poor, Acts 11.30. Acts 4.34-37. Acts 6.2-4. 1 Cor. 16.1-4. Gal. 2.9,10.

And he hath also a ruling power over the flock as a Pastor, 1 Tim. 5.17. Acts 20.17, and 28.
1 Thess. 5.12. Heb. 13.7,17.

Discussion Questions

1. Should the government of the Christian church be considered under the direction of (1)
Men’s expediencies and the best models of human government for other organizations; (2)
The governing command of God Almighty as the Supreme Governor of all; or (3) The Son
of God exercising an Appointed Dominion in a Covenant of Grace?

A. With the Preface, we may point to such passages as Isa. 9.6-7, Matth. 28.18-20, and Eph. 4.8,11 for
a definitive proof that church government is under the direction of Jesus Christ.

2. Does the Bible direct us to contemplate the “church” only as churches, or should all
congregations and churches of Christ be contemplated also as a single Church?

A. Paul’s analogy in 1 Cor. 12 strongly proves that there is a single Church consisting of all the
members of Christ’s body; especially verses 12, 13, and 28.

3. Given Scripture-expression, which comes first with logical priority: The Church of Jesus
Christ, or the ordinance and officers of the ministry?

A. According to Ephesians 4 the ministry is an acquired gift of Christ given to his Church. The



Church itself exists first.
4. Who compose the particular visible churches which are members of the General Church?
A. Visible saints, with their children: that is, those who profess faith in Christ and obedience to him.

5. What officers in the Church are to be considered extraordinary, and not essential to the
regular organization of a well constituted church?

A. Apostles, Evangelists, and Prophets.

6. What officers in the Church are considered as ordinary, more or less important to a well
constituted church?

A. “Pastors, Teachers, and other Church Governors” (namely Ruling Elders,) “and Deacons.”

7. Why should pastors, who feed edifying doctrine to the Lord’s sheep, be considered ordinary
and perpetual officers in the Church of Jesus?

A. Because the Lord’s people have this need in every age, and the Lord makes such a promise to his
Church, especially renewing it when the pastors have been unfaithful: Jer. 3.15-17.

8. What other responsibilities belong to the Pastor, besides preaching and teaching the word?

A. He should pray with and for the people. He should also administer the sacraments. In his
public administrations he should also bless the people. Besides these he should exercise a care
for the poor and participate in ruling the flock, which are functions shared with other officers.
His responsibilities of teaching, discipline, and government, exercised in a private way, are
found in Christian counselling, and aim at the same goals as his public ministerial functions.

9. What kinds of content ought to be found in the preaching of a faithful pastor thoroughly
exercising pastoral gifts?

A. As above, he should aim “To feed the Flock by Preaching of the Word, according to which he is to
teach, convince, reprove, exhort, and comfort, 1 Tim. 3.2. 2 Tim. 3.16,17. Titus 1.9.”

10. Granting that there is a continuity between the Church of the Old Testament and the Church
of the New Testament, is there also a continuity between the governing offices of the Church
in the Old and New Testament, or should New Testament Christians account the Old
Testament Levitical Priesthood as utterly and entirely abolished by the New Testament
“Priesthood of all Believers™?

A. While it is important to avoid all efforts to re-institute a Jewish priesthood, or to embrace Romish
and ritualistic ideas of a “Christian priest,” at the same time, it is biblical to speak of the New
Testament church officers as the “priests and Levites” which God promised he would continue
under the order of the “new heavens and the new earth.” (Isaiah 66.21-22.) In this, the promise to
Abraham of an “everlasting priesthood” continues to be verified in our day. His office was not
chiefly about sacrifices, but teaching: 2 Chron. 15.3; Mal.2.7.



