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Of ORDINATION of MINISTERS.

l | Nder the head of Ordination of Ministers is to be considered, either the Doctrine of
Ordination, or the Power of it.

Touching the Doctrine of Ordination.

P | O man ought to take upon him the office of a Minister of the Word without a lawful
calling, John 3.27. Rom. 10.14,15. Jer. 14.14. Heb. 5.4.

Ordination is always to be continued in the Church, Zitus 1.5. 1 Tim. 5.21,22.

Ordination is the solemn setting apart of a person to some public Church office, Numb.
8.10, 11, 14, 19, 22. Acts 6.3, 5, 6.

Every Minister of the Word is to be ordained by imposition of hands, and Prayer with

Fasting, by those Preaching Presbyters, to whom it doth belong, 1 7im. 5.22. Acts 14.23, and

Acts 13.3.

It is agreeable to the Word of God and very expedient, that such as are to be ordained

Ministers, be designed to some particular Church, or other Ministerial charge, Acts 14.23. Titus

1.5. Acts 20.17, and 28.

He that is to be ordained Minister, must be duly qualified both for life and Ministerial
abilities, according to the Rules of the Apostle, 1 7im. 3.2-6, and Titus 1.5-9.



He is to be examined & approved by those by whom he is to be ordained, 1 7im. 3. v. 7, and
10, and Chap. 5. v. 22.

No man is to be ordained a Minister for a particular Congregation, if they of that
Congregation can shew just cause of exception against him, 1 7im. 3.2. Titus 1.7.

Touching the power of Ordination.
ORdination is the act of a Presbytery. 1 Timothy 4.14.

The power of ordering the whole work of Ordination, is in the whole Presbytery, which
when it is over more Congregations than one, whether those Congregations be fixed or not
fixed, in regard of Officers or Members, It is indifferent as to the point of Ordination,

1 Timothy. 4.14.

It is very requisite that no single Congregation that can conveniently associate, do assume to
itself all and sole power in Ordination.

1. Because there is no example in Scripture, that any single Congregation, which might
conveniently associate, did assume to itself all and sole power in Ordination; neither is there
any rule which may warrant such a practice.

2. Because there is in Scripture example of an Ordination in a Presbytery over divers
Congregations; As in the Church of Jerusalem, where were many Congregations, these many
Congregations were under one Presbytery, and this Presbytery did ordain.

The Preaching Presbyters orderly associated either in Cities or neighbouring Villages, are
those to whom the imposition of Hands doth appertain, for those Congregations within their
bounds respectively.

Some other particulars concerning Church Government, do yet remain
unfinished, which shall be with all convenient speed prepared and presented to this
Honourable House.

~ ~ o~

Concerning the Doctrinal part of Ordination
of MINISTERS.

1. NO man ought to take upon him the Office of a Minister of the Word, without a lawful
calling, John 3.27. Rom. 10.14,15. Jer. 14.14. Heb. 5 .4.

2. Ordination is always to be continued in the Church, Titus 1.5. 1 Tim. 5.21,22.

3. Ordination is the solemn setting apart of a person to some public Church office, Numb.
8.10, 11, 14, 19, 22. Acts 6.3, 5, 6.



4. Every Minister of the Word is to be ordained by imposition of hands and prayer, with
fasting, by these Preaching Presbyters to whom it doth belong, 1 Tim. 5.22. Acts 14.23.
Acts 13.3.

5. The power of ordering the whole work of Ordination, is in the whole Presbytery, which,
when it is over more Congregations than one, whether those Congregations be fixed, or
not fixed, in regard of Officers or Members, it is indifferent as to the point of Ordination,
1 Tim. 4.14.

6. It is agreeable to the Word, and very expedient, that such as are to be ordained Ministers,
be designed to some particular Church, or other Ministerial charge, Acts 14.23. Titus 1.5.
Acts 20.17, and 28.

7. He that is to be ordained Minister, must be duly qualified, both for life and Ministerial
abilities, according to the rules of the Apostle, 1 Tim. 3.2-6. Titus 1.5-9.

8. He is to be examined, and approved by those by whom he is to be ordained, 1 Tim. 3.7,
10. 1 Tim. 5.22.

9. No man is to be ordained a Minister for a particular Congregation, if they of that
Congregation can shew just cause of exception against him, 1 7im. 3.2. Titus 1.7.

10.Preaching Presbyters orderly associated, either in Cities, or Neighbouring Villages, are
those to whom the imposition of hands doth appertain, for those Congregations within
their bounds respectively, 1 Tim. 4.14.

11.In extraordinary cases, something extraordinary may be done, until a settled order may
be had, yet keeping as near as possible may be to the Rule, 2 Chro. 29.34-36. 2 Chron.
30.2-5.

12.There is at this time (as we humbly conceive) an extraordinary occasion for a way of
Ordination for the present supply of Ministers.

An Excerpt from the Second Book of Discipline
Of the Church of Scotland: Chapter 3.

How the perfons that bear Ecclesiastical functions, are to be
admitted to their office.

‘ 7 Ocation or calling is common to all that should bear office within the Kirk, which is a
lawful way, by the which qualified persons are promoted to any spiritual office within the
Kirk of God.

Without this lawful calling it was never leasome [/awful] to any person to meddle with any



function Ecclesiastical.

There are two sorts of Calling, one extraordinary by God immediately, as was of the
Prophets and Apostles, which in Kirks established, and well already reformed hath no place.

The other calling is ordinary, which besides the calling of God, and inward testimony of a
good conscience, is the lawful approbation, and outward judgment of men, according to God’s
word, and order established in his Kirk.

None ought to presume to enter in any office Ecclesiastical without this good testimony
before God, who only knows the hearts of men.

This ordinary and outward calling hath two parts, election and ordination. Election is the
choosing out of a person, or persons, most able, to the office that vakes [is vacant], by the
judgment of the Eldership, and consent of the Congregation, to which shall be the person, or
persons appointed.

The qualities in general requisite in all them, who should bear charge in the Kirk, consist in
soundness of religion, and godliness of life, according as they are sufficiently set forth in the
Word.

In the order of Election it is to be eschewed, that any person be intrused in any offices of the
Kirk, contrary to the will of the congregation to which they are appointed, or without the voice
of the Eldership.

None ought to be intrused, or placed in the places already planted, or in any room that vakes
not, for any worldly respect: and that which is called the benefice ought to be nothing else, but
the stipend of the Ministers that are lawfully called.

Ordination is the separation and sanctifying of the person appointed to God and his Kirk,
after he be well tried and found qualified.

The Ceremonies of Ordination are fasting, earnest prayer, and imposition of hands of the
Eldership.

All thir [these], as they must be raised up by God, and by him made able for the work
whereto they are called; so ought they know their message to be limited within God’s word,
without the bounds of which they ought not to pass.

All thir [these] should take these titles and names only (lest they be exalted and puft up in
themselves) which the Scriptures gives unto them, as these which import labour, travell
[travail] and work, and are names of offices and service, and not of idleness, dignity, worldly
honour or preéminence, which by Christ our Master is expressly reproved and forbidden.

All these Office-bearers should have their own particular flocks amongst whom they
exercise their charge.

All should make residence with them, and take the inspection and oversight of them, every



one in his vocation.

And generally thir [these] twa [two] things ought they all to respect: the glory of God, and
edifying of his Kirk, in discharging their duties in their calling.

An Excerpt from the First Book of Discipline, 1560.

The Papistical Priests have neither power, nor authority to minister the Sacraments of Christ
Iesus, because that in their mouth is not the Sermon of exhortation: and therefore to them
must strait Inhibition be made, notwithstanding any usurpation they have had in the time of
blindnesse. It is neither the clipping of their crownes, the greasing of their fingers, nor the
blowing of the dumb dogges called the Bishops, neither the laying on of their hands, that
maketh Ministers of Christ Iesus. But the Spirit of God inwardly first moving the hearts to
seeke Christs glorie, and the profite of his Kirk, and thereafter the nomination of the people, the
examination of the learned, and publick admission (as before is said) make men lawfull
Ministers of the Word and Sacraments. We speak of an ordinarie vocation; and not of that
which is extraordinary, when God by himselfe, and by his onely power, raiseth up to the
Ministerie such as best pleaseth his wisedom.

Discussion Questions

Q. 1. What Scripture-Reasons can be given to explain why a man must have a lawful calling before he
take upon him the office of a minister of the word?

Q. 2. In regard to other Church offices, do the reasons hold the same way? Do they hold with lesser
considerations? Or do they not hold?

Q. 3. How may we define “Ordination™?
Q. 4. When a man is ordained, is he simply elevated to a new dignity, authority, or privilege?
Q. 5. Should a man ever be ordained for a congregation contrary to their own will?

Q. 6. With whom does the power of ordination reside? Civil rulers? The Congregation? The
Presbytery? The Bishop?

Q. 7. Why ought not a single congregation assume to itself all and sole power of ordination?

Q. 8. What qualifications does the Assembly propose for the pursuing of extraordinary courses of
action in the Church?

Q. 9. Did the Westminster Assembly believe that extraordinary things, in the way of ordination, might
be done in their own time? Why?



